
 

 

7.1 Appendix XX. Landscape/ seascape considerations  ς North Sub-area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map North 4. Areas of landscape/ seascape sensitivities for development.



 

 

 

7.1.1 !ǳƭƛǎǘƻƴ tƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ wǳōƘΩ ŀƴ 5ǳƛƴ .Ƙàin 

Sensitivity criteria Sensitivity rating and description 

Maritime influences and 

experience from the sea 

Moderate sensitivity.  

Frequent maritime activity present, and expansive water surface present at the mouth 

of the SOM could absorb development. However experience of area generally from the 

sea as the approach to the SOM from the north. 

Character and 

experience of the coast 

High sensitivity.  

The irregular, exposed and rugged coastline with several nearby offshore islands make 

it difficult to absorb geometric shaped structures. However occasional shore line 

woodland and the dark coloured rocky foreshore offers a back drop against which 

structures could be located. 

Character of hinterland High sensitivity.  

The area is relatively remote and undeveloped, with no contemporary settlement apart 

from Drimnin farm house and {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ chapel to the south. Mostly unimproved 

grazing with some sparse woodland and one area of commercial forestry 

Setting of landmarks 

and features 

Moderate sensitivity.  

The Chapel of St Columba and associated boat house, and the setting of the abandoned 

settlement at Auliston are prominent features. 

Experience of wildness 

 

High sensitivity.  

This relatively remote stretch of coastline is difficult to access and is characterised by 

increasing sense of isolation as it extends north, reinforcing the sense of wildness. 

Aesthetic qualities 

 

High sensitivity.  

The area has expansive views embracing the irregular coastline, with islands set against 

the wide Sound and backdrop of the hills of Ardnamurchan. 

Key Viewpoints Moderate sensitivity.  

High level views of the chapel, and from the elevated footpath from Drimnin to 

Oronsay, as well as from the sea are present. 

 

7.1.2 wǳōƘΩ ŀƴ 5ǳƛƴ .Ƙàin to Drimnin 

Sensitivity criteria Sensitivity rating and description 

Maritime influences and 

experience from the sea 

Moderate sensitivity.  

The area forms a relŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ΨƎŀǘŜǿŀȅΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ {ƻǳƴŘ, experienced 

where the water narrows between Calve Island to the west and this point on the 



 

 

Morvern shore. Frequent maritime activity. 

Character and 

experience of the coast 

Moderate sensitivity. 

Simple structures could be aligned to reflect the linear shape of the coastal edge, 

although the generally short stretches of regular, simple coastline shape offer little 

opportunity for development to be associated with promontories and bays. The dark 

slabby rocky shore and modest tidal reach offer a backdrop to off shore development  

Character of hinterland Moderate sensitivity.  

Scattered settlement of individual houses and farms are located overlooking the Sound. 

Area is mostly unimproved grazing with sparse woodland and some policies associated 

with Drimnin House.  

Setting of landmarks 

and features 

Low sensitivity.  

None identified 

Experience of wildness 

 

Low sensitivity.  

The presence of nearby houses and tracks, as well as proximity to Bunavullin/Drimnin 

reduces the sense of wildness. 

Aesthetic qualities 

 

Moderate sensitivity.  

Although the coast has no exceptionally scenic qualities, there are fine views to 

Mull/Tobermory and along the SOM 

Key Viewpoints Moderate sensitivity.  

The coastline is visible from a footpath leading north from the ferry slipway, from boats 

coming in to moor at Bunavullin and from some of the scattered housing 

 

7.1.3 Drimnin to Bunavullin Bay 

Sensitivity criteria Sensitivity rating and description 

Maritime influences and 

experience from the sea 

Moderate sensitivity.  

Dynamics of the foreshore are emphasised by the extent and variety of the tidal reach. 

The presence of existing marine activity, and recreational yachting approaches to this 

bay for mooring would help absorb activity associated with new development.  

Character and 

experience of the coast 

High sensitivity. 

The irregular, fluid, organic shape of the coastline makes it difficult to accommodate 

large scale geometric structures, although the sheltered bays and existing infrastructure 

could potentially accommodate small scale structures associated with mooring and 

coastal development. The woodland offers a dark backdrop against which any 

structures could be located. 



 

 

Character of hinterland Moderate sensitivity.  

The area contains a relatively large settlement on this coastline, with existing built 

development extending up across the wooded hillside providing a developed context. 

Setting of landmarks 

and features 

Not sensitive.  

There are no significant landmark features in this local coastal area. 

Experience of wildness 

 

Low sensitivity.  

Aside from some secluded locations away from the road and settled areas, the 

settlement present, accessible coastline and marine traffic limits the sense of wildness. 

Aesthetic qualities 

 

High sensitivity.  

The intricate and irregular coastline, extensive tidal reach and islands create a dynamic 

foreground to distant views. 

Key Viewpoints High sensitivity.  

The northern part of the bay is heavily overlooked by scattered settlement and the 

road, as well as from sea based recreational craft. 

 

7.1.4 Bunavullin Bay to Caisteal nan Con 

Sensitivity criteria Sensitivity rating and description 

Maritime influences and 

experience from the sea 

Low sensitivity.  

Some maritime activity present and a moderate tidal reach are unlikely to be adversely 

affected by development. 

Character and 

experience of the coast 

Moderate sensitivity. 

Several regular stretches of coastline may offer the opportunity to site simple linear 

structures parallel to relatively straight shorelines. The irregular sections of this area are 

too small in scale to accommodate large developments with the fluid shape of the 

coastline making it difficult to accommodate geometric structures. 

Character of hinterland Moderate sensitivity.  

Extensive woodland provides a backdrop for any development when viewed from the 

sea, however a sparse settlement creates a less developed context for any 

infrastructure. 

Setting of landmarks 

and features 

Moderate sensitivity 

Historic features, include the chapel/burial ground site at Killundine and more notably 

the Caisteal nan Con, which has a specific coastal setting. 

Experience of wildness Moderate sensitivity.  

The lack of accessibility to the coast from the land creates a degree of seclusion, more 



 

 

 readily appreciated from the sea. 

Aesthetic qualities 

 

Moderate sensitivity.  

Stretches of irregular coastline, as well as the extensive tidal reach at Killundine River, 

contribute to aesthetic quality, but stretches of more regular coastline are less scenic. 

Key Viewpoints Moderate sensitivity.  

Views to and from Caisteal nan Con are the most significant, however much of the rest 

of the area requires walking access for views. 

 

7.1.5 Caisteal nan Con to Beinn Dubh 

Sensitivity criteria Sensitivity rating and description 

Maritime influences and 

experience from the sea 

Low sensitivity.  

This relatively expansive stretch of the Sound could more easily absorb offshore 

structures within wide, horizontal views and existing marine activity would help absorb 

activity associated with new development. 

Character and 

experience of the coast 

Low sensitivity. 

The linearity of offshore structures could relate to this regular simple coastline. 

Character of hinterland Moderate sensitivity.  

Extensive woodland provides a backdrop for any development when viewed from the 

sea, however the sparse settlement creates a less developed context for any 

infrastructure. 

Setting of landmarks 

and features 

Low sensitivity 

There are no significant landmark features immediately adjacent to the coast, although 

the Wishing Stone overlooks the sea. 

Experience of wildness 

 

Not sensitive.  

Degree of wildness already very limited by the proximity of the road to the coast and 

marine traffic and therefore not affected by development 

Aesthetic qualities 

 

Low sensitivity.  

The regularity of the coastline and the lack of visibility to fine views limits aesthetic 

quality. 

Key Viewpoints Low sensitivity.  

Low level views from the Forestry Commission car park and Wishing Stone, although 

these are not located close to the shore. 

 



 

 

7.1.6 Ardmore Point to Rubha na Leip 

Sensitivity criteria Sensitivity rating and description 

Maritime influences and 

experience from the sea 

Moderate sensitivity.  

The sense of arrival into the SOM from the north, and the expanse of open sea between 

Ardmore Point and Ardnamurchan could be disrupted by development, although well 

located and scaled development would not dominate this wide stretch of the Sound.  

Character and 

experience of the coast 

Moderate sensitivity. 

The wide sweep of Bloody Bay back by the shingle beach is sensitive to development, 

however more regular parts of the coastline could accommodate structures.  

Character of hinterland Moderate sensitivity.  

The backdrop of commercial forestry and moorland provides a relatively undeveloped 

context for infrastructure 

Setting of landmarks 

and features 

Moderate sensitivity 

Rubha nan Gall lighthouse is a historic and easily accessible landmark feature. 

Experience of wildness 

 

Moderate sensitivity.  

This coastal area is not settled and is difficult to access, therefore it feels remote and is 

relatively exposed, particularly at Ardmore Point. However this is limited to some 

extent by the extensively forested hinterland and the presence of existing aquaculture. 

Aesthetic qualities 

 

High sensitivity.  

Visual qualities come from the sense of expanse provided by the rugged coasts of Mull 

and Ardnamurchan, their contrast with the broad open Sound and the sweep of Bloody 

Bay. Visual ŦƻŎƛ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ .Ŝƛƴƴ Iƛŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

open sea at Ardmore Point. 

Key Viewpoints Moderate sensitivity.  

Low level views from the lighthouse and the coastal footpath at Ardmore Point are 

present. 

 

7.1.7 Rubha na Leip to RuōƘΩ ŀƴ ǘ-Sean Chaisteil 

Sensitivity criteria Sensitivity rating and description 

Maritime influences and 

experience from the sea 

Some sensitivity.  

The area is dominated by high cliffs which are dramatic when experienced from the sea. 

Frequent maritime activity makes it easy to absorb boat movements  

Character and 

experience of the coast 

Low sensitivity. 

The relatively regular coastline can accommodate simple linear structures and the 



 

 

wooded cliffs provide a dark coloured backdrop to development when viewed from the 

sea. The steep slopes also cast some shadow, enhanced by their north easterly 

orientation, 

Character of hinterland High sensitivity.  

Much of the elevated land above the cliffs is occupied by commercial forest, and is used 

for quiet recreation. This does not provide a developed context for infrastructure. 

Setting of landmarks 

and features 

Not sensitive 

There are no significant landmark features in this coastal area 

Experience of wildness 

 

Moderate sensitivity.  

While neither remote nor isolated, much of this stretch of coast offers a sense of 

seclusion when experienced from the sea, but the quality of wildness is diminished by 

the sea based activity. 

Aesthetic qualities 

 

Moderate sensitivity.  

The high cliffs and hanging semi-native woodland provide impressive views when 

experienced from the sea.  

Key Viewpoints Low sensitivity.  

±ƛŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎǘŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ wǳōƘΩ ŀƴ ǘ-Sean 

Chaisteal. 

 

7.1.8 wǳōƘΩ ŀƴ ǘ-Sean Chaisteil to Salen Bay 

Sensitivity criteria Sensitivity rating and description 

Maritime influences and 

experience from the sea 

Low sensitivity.  

Existing maritime activity makes it easy to absorb boat movements. 

Character and 

experience of the coast 

High sensitivity. 

The small promontories and bays are too small to accommodate large developments, 

and the irregular, fluid coastline makes it difficult to camouflage large geometric 

structures. 

Character of hinterland Moderate sensitivity.  

Although settlement is sparse, the presence of cultivated fields and sporadic housing 

provide a partially developed context for infrastructure.  

Setting of landmarks 

and features 

Low sensitivity 

Sites include setting of the broch ŀƴŘ 5ǳƴ ŀǘ wǳōƘΩ ŀƴ ǘ-Sean Chaisteal, although both 

are set back from the immediate coastal edge. 



 

 

Experience of wildness 

 

Moderate sensitivity.  

While neither remote nor isolated, much of this stretch of coast offers a sense of 

seclusion when experienced from the sea, but the quality of wildness is diminished by 

the sea based activity. 

Aesthetic qualities 

 

High sensitivity.  

The intricate, relatively irregular coastline, coastal flats and islands create a diverse and 

attractive stretch of coastline. The coastline also forms the foreground to the fine 

panoramic views along the Sound and to the hills on the West coast mainland 

Key Viewpoints High sensitivity.  

Much of this coastline, and the Sound, is visible for continuous sections of public road, 

all of which offer sustained elevated views. This is unusual in the context of the SOM, 

where most roads are relatively low lying. 

 

7.1.9 Salen Bay 

Sensitivity criteria Sensitivity rating and description 

Maritime influences and 

experience from the sea 

Moderate sensitivity.  

The expansive seascape of the outer bay could readily absorb structures although the 

mid SOM islands form visual foci and there is frequent maritime activity. The varied 

coastline and tidal reach is sensitive to static structures, and the approach to the bay 

for yacht mooring provides a sense of arrival to the settlement. 

Character and 

experience of the coast 

High sensitivity. 

The small scale and indented coastline has a dynamic quality due to tidal reach and is 

sensitive to small scale and static structures due to their impingement on the tidal 

edge. 

Character of hinterland Low sensitivity.  

A well settled section of coast with existing infrastructure extending down to the 

shoreline in places 

Setting of landmarks 

and features 

High sensitivity 

The setting of Aros Castle, and the islands in the middle of the SOM are sensitive to 

development in their immediate setting. 

Experience of wildness 

 

Not sensitive.  

Extensive settlement, coastal roads, infrastructure and offshore activity limits the sense 

of wildness. 

Aesthetic qualities 

 

High sensitivity.  

The intimate scale of the coastline, its constantly changing foreshore, the presence of 

islands both adjacent to the coast and out in the SOM all combine to create attractive 



 

 

seascape views. In addition, the panoramic vistas from elevated coastal viewpoints at 

Aros castle are notable. 

Key Viewpoints Very high sensitivity.  

Avoid locating development where it intrudes into the fine panoramic views from 

waymarked access routes and Aros Castle, is directly overlooked by settlement, or 

intrudes into views on arrival by sea. In addition, views from the coastal road are very 

sensitive, particularly on arrival at the Bay, and the foreshore is used for recreation. 

 

 


