2 Planintroduction and Guide toits Use

2.1 Vision, Aim and Objectivesf the Sound of Mull Marine SpatiaPlan(SoMMSP)

2.1.1 Vision
The Sound of Mull will be a healthy and productive marine and coastal environment that will support
and maintaina rich variety of hiitats and species, a diverse and sustainable economy and benefit

the communities surrounding.it

2.1.2 Aim
Develop and deliver more integrated and sustainable managemietiite Sound of Mull through the
preparation and implementation of a marine spatial plamttlis sensitive to local needs, provides

clear guidance, and is effective, adaptable and transparent.

2.1.3 Objectives

i. Provide guidance and recommendatiofes current and future planning, regulation and
management of marine and coastal activities.

i. Recognise,@mote and help safeguard areas important fatural and culturaheritage.

iii. Encourage a diverse, balanced mix of sectors to operate and develop sustainably with
consideratiorfor other interests and environmental capacity.

iv.  Enable a better understanding tife sociececonomics of the area and incorporate this into
management and planning.

v. Provide an exampleshich cancontribute tothe development of best practice fé€ZM and

marine spatial planning nationally.

2.2 SoMMSROutline

The SOMMSE composed of fivenain sections:

Introduction to the Sound of Mull

Provides information on the location and setting of the proje@aa its physical, natural and cultural
assets; soci@conomic overview of the population and economics of the areater quality and
implicdions of climate change.

General Policies

Two general policies have been developed to prodgm®licy backbone to the plafolicySOMG1
Development and Activity provides overarching framework of guidance for @dvelopments and
activity within the SOMto ensure that use of the area all sectoss is sustainable PolicySOMG2
Community recognises the need itttegrate the requirements of stakeholders, the community and

marine businesses into ttBOMMSPThe aim of this policy is to assist activitesl developmentin



the Sound of Mull area to achieve their full potential through sustainable growth in line with the
needs and aspirations of the communities in the area.

Sectors

There are &ectors or interests which have been identifiedr@&vant b the management oSound

of Mull project area: Inshoreighing; AquacultureRecreation andourism; Shipping andransport;
Coastal and Marine Infrastructure; Naturahd Historic Environmenptand Marine Renewable
EnergyEach of these sectors has thewn chapter inthe SOMMSP which includes

e A degription of current activities and thd S O (i 2 N&dnondic©Ofile?

e Policies for Development and Activity and Voluntary/Statutory Management;

e Opportunities for development and activity and their location;

e Additional and Positiventeractions with other sectors/interests;

e Hard and soft constraints affecting development and activity;

e SWOT analysis

e Actions to improve the current management of the sector, its interactions with other
interest and to assishipolicy delivery; and

e Two maps showing thesectoQ a O dantiMifies/idterests and location of spatial
opportunities

Subareas

The SOM was divided inbSubaread Y b2 NI KX { 2dzi KI SupdesiwKidhBre Wl A IK
Loch Aline, Tobermory ar@raignure(Map 2.1). The division of the@M into Subareas wasdriven

by two main factors:

e To allow easier consideration of spatial constraints, interactions and opportunities within a
more easily manageablearea This helps to avoidcumulative effects ofmultiple
opportunities identified by the SOMMSPon other interests and to examine thespatial
constraintsLINS A Sy d T2NJ I aSO02NRa RSGSt2LIVSyidkl OGA
future planning.

¢ To allow animproveddescription andspatial presentation of activities and interests and the
opportunities and constraints for development and use by each of the sectors.

For eaclSubareathe following information is provided:
¢ A description of landscape/seascapetdcter, settlements, designations, current activities

and interests in thé&Subarea;

1 SWOT analysisan analysis of the strengths, weaknesses, opittes and threats for a sector



e Opportunities for development and activity for each of the sectors and an indicative location
using a point on the map

¢ Overview of hard and soft constraints for develogmh and activity for each of the sector
provided as a quick reference table;

e Specific guidance on opportunities and constraints that the landscape/seascape provides for
aquaculture and coastal infrastructure development (piers, jetties, pontoons, slipways,
moorings) based on Grant (2008); and

e Maps showingcurrent uses andnterests designations, seabed and intertidal habitats
within the Subarea

Monitoring, review and action plan implementation

Outlines how these tasks will be conducted for 8@MMSRnd actions to take forward.

2.3 Links within theSoMMSP General Policies, Sectors agdibareas

The General Policies, Sectors aBdbareas are linked together as outlined iRigure 2.1. The
General Policie€cSOMGland SOM G2and the Sectoral Policieare theframework of theSoMMSP
They provide guidance and recommendations fodevelopment and activity safeguarding,
community considerationand voluntary/statutory managemenihey takeaccount of the needs of
the sector and community, SWOT analysis, constraints, interactions with other sectors and existing
management These policies also outline howpportunities and constraintor development and
activity should be considered by users and regulatdfard and st constraints affecting
development or activity are identified for eadi the sectorsbased upon Polic§OMG1 and SOM
G2 the Sectoral Interactions Report (2008)hd factors considered by regulators for development
applications Soft constraints werédentified as being competitive interactions with another sector
for a resource e.g. speciasdspace and hard constraints as incompatible interactsowith another
sector/interest, i.e. the two inteests cannot coexist and this not manageableThe Subareas
provide the spatial part of th6sSoMMSPby describing and mappinthe spatial constraints and

opportunitiesfor development and ustor each sector
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Figure2.1 Links between General Policies, Sectors @8ubareas
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2.4 Policies and Actions tdeliver SOMMSPFObijectives

[Table to be inserted listindgPolicies and Actionand which SOMMSPPIlan objectives and SEA

objectives are fulfilleg.

2.5 Added Value

The following table outlines the main benefits of the SOMMSP:

Type of Benefi

General

Reduced planning risk and uncertainty

e More informed die selection process

e Assistin delivery of sustainable development

e Assist in streamlining administration and resources e.g. manageme
authorisation/planning applications, improve understanding of fact
considered under authorisation/planning

¢ Raise awreness of marine sectors, natural and historic featue®ngst
users and regulators

e Inform development of best practice for marine spatial planning .
marine bill developments

Economic e Improve confidence for developers for new developments/activities

¢ Reduce interactions between interests

e Promotes efficient use of space and resources to benefit users
environment

e Stakeholder involvement andegulatorstakeholder discussion an
decision making

Environmental e Space for and consideration of bigdrsity, nature conservation interes
and historic environment features

e Tool to reduce potential cumulative effects on the natural and hist
environment

2.6 Who will usethe SOMMSP

The SoMMSRIms to provide a guidance and decision making todteer development and activity
within the marine and coastal environment of the Sound of Mull. It encompasses all interests and is
therefore intended for use by all stakeholders with an interest in the Sound of WVhaise interests

include

2.6.1 Regulators and Plarers
TheSoMMSPhprovides plicieson development and activitgnd detailed guidance on constraints and
opportunities which can be usedo inform pre-applicatioriauthorisation discussionsand the final

decision making process relating tduture activities/development in the marine and coastal



environment The SOMMSPprovides a description of the factors to be considered, their location,
socioeconomic information on the stor and the aspirations of local communitiaad businesses.
This information can be ed to ensure thatsustainabledevelopmentis achieved Specific action
points recommended by theSoMMSPto improve managementmay also be relevant to

regulators/planners and these are identified.

2.6.2 Usersand Communities

The SoMMSPcan be used tonivestigatehow their activities may interact with other sectors and
interests which actions they should consider and adopt to improve their activity/seeqslore the
potential for new opportunities for the future use and developmeand providesriformation for

those whohave an interest imlevelopment applications

2.6.3 Developers

SoMMSPprovides policies and detailed guidance on constraints and opportunities that should be
considered during prapplication discussions and in the development applicapimtess
TheSoMMSRean be used tonvestigate how their development may interact with other sectors and
interestsand who to onsult, and to explore the potentifbr new opportunities for sustainable future

development in line with local aspirations

2.7 How can | uséhe SOMMSP

Theflow chart inFigure2.2 outlines howthe SoMMSRan be used as guidance for developments and

activitiesby developers or user3he flow chart in

Figure2.3 outlines howthe SoMMSRan be used as guidance for local planning officers or regulators
dealing with applicationsSpecific examples of activities and developments are given In Appendix xx to

demonstrate the use of these flow charts and theMMSP



DEVELOPMENT AND ACTIVITY
1. Existing or future Development [/Activity

General Polides (Section4)
Refer to policies SOM G1 and SOM G2 for

general development and activity

'3

Sector (Section 5)
Refer to sector in plan corresponding
to your interest, particularly:
= policies
* opportunities , interactions and
constraints for development/activity

¥

Sub-Area (Section 6)

Refer to the sub-areals) that cover where
your development/activity occursor i
planned for locations of opportunities and
constraints and consultees

2

Other policy/regulation
{Appendix x Existing Management)
Check other relevant policy, regulations

2o O

Consider any changes
to activity in light of 3
thisinformation, e.g. Consey.
avoidance of areas,
adoption of actions,
consultation with

\__ otherinterests ) \__ .

2. Pre-application discussions

N
4 4 \ J \ \

\ 4

Identify consultees in relation to
development

L

Discuss proposals with local planning
officers or relevant regulator and
other relevant consultees, before

preparing application and consider
development proposal in light of this
information

. AR AR -

Dedide not to Continue with . g [:>

continue with aarent

development
proposal | | proposal

1

3. Development application
Use information gathered fromstages 1& 2 !
‘ to inform the completion of application and

submission of any required supplementary
information

U

[ Submit application to regulator J

Figure2.2 Flow chart outlining how to us¢he SoMMSHor Development or Activityfor a developer

or marine user Note stage 1 applies to both development and activity where as stages 2 and 3 only

apply to development. Green boxes indicate where tiB®MMSRcan be used for guidance and blue

boxes where consideration irequired by the developefuser.



( Planning officer/regulator contacted by J = 2. Submission of application by

developer/user to discuss initial proposal developer/user
‘ ‘I
1. Pre-application discussions 3
| Refer to sub-area(s) covering
Consult Council Development Plan {Structure developer’sfuser’s application for
and Local Plan policies) or policies of your ~ additional non-statutory consultees |

organisation (regulator)

. 2 | g

Consult SoM Marine Spatial Plan )
‘ Consult additional non-statutory
.& consultees identified in stage 2 in relation
to application J
General Policies (Section 4) ' G
Refer to policies SOM G1 and SOM G3 for
general development and activity

3. Determination of application

& Consult Council Development Plan
(Structure and Local Plan policies) or
policies of your organisation

Sector (Section 5) (regulator)
Refer to sector in plan corresponding to the
interest of the developer/user, particularly: 8
= policies and actions )
* opportunities, interactions and constraints
for developmentfactivity L Consult SoM Marine Spatial
7

b

Refer to General Policies {section 4) ,

@

Sub-area (Section 6) relevant sector (section 5) in plan
Refer to the relevant sub-area{s) that covers corresponding to the interest and
the developer’s/user’s areas of interest for relevant sub-areafs) that cover their
locations of opportunities and constraints application [section 6) for guidance in
and consultees | the determination of the application in
& > addition to responses received from
consultees. Of particular note are the
following:
/” Consider initisl proposal in light of this information | "'*m :m“'d S
and discuss with developer/ user: | ;evebpn;‘t?a;v.dlv e for
= Refer developer/user to SOM Marine Spatial Plan if \ = other interests and carrentactivies:  /
not already using N 7
= Appropriateness of proposal |:> |
= Constraints and interactions that woukd need to be
addressed
= Non-stalutory consultees 1o be consulted prior to
. submitting application -/

Figure2.3 Flowchart outlining how to use SoMMS#r Development or Activity for a planner or
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