5.3 Recreation and Tourism

Developments Related to Coastal and Marine Infrastructure

Please note that whilst reference is made in this sector to coastal and marine infrastructure, i.e.

jetties, pontoons,slipways,moorings and navigation aidsn@ their implications for Recreation ar
Tourism, the policies, opportunities and hard and soft constraints for infrastructure developmer

given under the Coastal and Marine Infrastructure sectiothefSoMMSP

5.3.1 Introduction

Recent decades have searsubstantial growth in the marine leisure recreation and tourism sector as there
has been increasing interest in activities based in theTbiéreis a wide rangef recreational and tourism
activities occurring within the Sound of Mull (SOM) and aloagsiitores, the main types being walking,
angling, sailing, scuba diving and wildlife based tourism. Several local businesses are orientated around

these activities and they are important to the wellbeing of those living by and visiting the SOM.

The overiew of businesses, employment and economic contribution provided in this section is summarised
from a report by Magill et al. (2009) unless otherwise stated. Howe\®giming accurate statistics on the
participation of activities in this sector is difiic for a number of reasonsctivities are diversethere are a
range of operators most of which are small, the indusgryairgely unregulatedthere is littlemarket or

statistical information availabland it an be difficult to separatenarine recreaibn from general tourism
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5.3.2 Siling

Scotland especially the west coass well known as a top sailingnd boatingdestination due to the
scenery variety oflocationsand conditions. The SOM is a popular ageal is useds apassage routeand
calm sailing arealn addition it is a race locationsed by the Western Isles Yacht Cailg. Tobermory
Regatta, Round Calve Island, Green Isles (Eileanan Rased Risga (Loch Sunart), Arinagour (Isle of
Coll) Salen Regatta and thWed Highlard Yachting Week

The numbers of boats visiting the SOM is incnegsind the sailing season has extended with people
visiting the area otside the main tourist seasoaccording to figures from the Tobermory Harbour

AssociationMagill et al. 2008

A number ofbusinessesutside of the SOM operate yacht charteriaugd alarge proportion of hired yachts

are likely to use the SOM for passage.

Facilities

felelsdieys - 69 association moorings V2 e Public accesslip way
(plus one for Caledonia e Public slipway at the beach.
MacBrayne and one for e Pontoon berthing with accessto
RNLI} fuel, water and electricity
30 visitor moorings e Toilets, showers and washir
machine$
e Western Isles Yacht Club
Craignure 12 association moorgs \V/ e Public access stone pfer
- e 3 public access slipways
15 association moorings \Vj
v
v
Lochaline 35 association moorings V
- 2 private moorings
Drimnin e Push ashorgontoon for Sound of
(Bunavullin) Mull Transport Grougderry access.

e Public access slipway

4 visitor mooring3

" Managed byTobermory Harbour Association, http://www.tobermoryharbour.co.uk
2owned by Torosay Estate (includes slipways at pier)

% Managed by Salen Moorings Association

*Managed by Lochaline Moorings Association

® Managed byWest Ardnamurchan Jetty Association Ltd.



Socie Economic Profile

Economic Contribution (annual) Employment Contribution

National Local (SOM) National Local (SOM)
UK: £2 billion turnover Between£776,000and UK: 30,000 (2005) See Tourism sectior
(2005) £931,200 per year2007)°
Scotland: £224 million £900,000 yacht charter
(2004) turnover

5.3.3 Scuba diving
The SOM is one of the most popular SEUB/ing destinations in the UK due to its waters bdargely

calmand clearand the concentration of easily accessible ship wrecks in close proximity to one ardtier.
most popular wreck sites are: Hispania, Thesis, Rondottm&huna (sedHistoric Environment section
5.7). Many of thedeep wrecksites are ideally stéd to technicaldiving which has seen an increase in
recent years.Popular scenic sites are: Auliston Point, Rubha Dearg, Fuinary Rocks, Lochaline Pier,

Pennygowan Quarry, Glas Eilean and Ardtornish Point.

There are approximatel000 dive dayin the SOM each yeafrom charter boats. Accurate assessment of
the number of divers using the SOM is difficult as it is accessible from outwith the area and not all use local

charter boats and facilities.

Facilities

Location Dive | Cylinder Boat laurch Dive Centres and Charter boat operators

Centre fills

\Vj \Vj Village harbour 1 dive centre, 3 boat charter operators

Tobermory V Tobermory Harbour 3 charter boat operators
Associatiorslipway

\Vj \Vj \Vj 1 Dive Centrevariousiveaboard pick up

Socie Economic Profile

Economic Contribution (annual) Employment Contribution

National Local (SOM) National Local (SOM)

®Based on 6208 berthing nights in Tobermory in 2007 and a daily expenditure of £125%Mper day respectively
" Combined annual turnover of two yacht chartcompanies in Argyll and Bute

4



Orkney: £1.5 million £556,160 (2007) No data See Tourism section
Berwickshire: £3.7
million

5.3.4 RecreationalAngling

Salmon and sea troutragling

The main rivers for wild fish are the Aros and Forsa on Mull and the River Aline on Morvern. The Rivers
Aros and Forsa on Mull are managed and monitored by the Mull District Salmon Fisheries Board in
conjunction with the Argyll Fisheries Trust.

TheRiver Aline and its catchmeate owned by Ardtornish Estate who are part of the Lochaber District
Salmon FisherBoard andare responsible for the management of the river. It can be fished with suitable

permits from the shore for salon and sea trout. Gzncompanyorganiseswild fishing in Lochaline.

Sea angling

Most fishing is by boat as it is hard to access good shore angling areas along the SOM although some fishing
is possible off the Lochaline timber pieEpecies targeted includsommon skate, tharback ray, conger

eel, spurdog, tope, mackerel and pollack.

Common skate[§ipturus bati¥ is the main target species for sea angling in the SOM. Tagging of this species
has been undertaken in the SOM and Firth of Lorn since 1974 in conjunction withrigteisand Glasgow

Museum (see NaturaEnvironmentsection5.6). Approximately 2060 anglers participate in common skate

angling per year in the SOM/Firth of Lorn area, around 300 charter trips.

Socie Economic Profile

3 operators run sea angling boatps in the SOM2 from Lochaline and 1 from Tobermo#f/sea angling
charter boats based in Oban, Lorn and Loch Swstamte of whih occasionally work in the SOM.

There is limited information nationally and for most local areas on the smmoaanic contrbution of

recreationalsea angling but@nomists from Glasgow @alonian Universityare undertakingan economic

assessment
Economic Contribution (annual) Employment Contribution
National Local (SOM) National Local (SOM)

Scotland: £150 millioh Total contribution of HIE: 405 FTEs and 291 No data
common skate angling t« direct FTES

HIE ara: Net expenditure economy (Oban & SOM

£15.6 milliori° £292,500, Charter boats

® Based on 8000 dive days annually within the SOM and a daily expenditure of £69.52 using a retail price indexatarsfrom 2003. This
maybe & underestimate and may not include the cost of boat charter, which car£B8 per person per day.

° Scottish Sea Anglers Conservation Netwbtjp:// www.sccan.org

O HIE http:// www.sccan.org/ssactibrary/others



£135,000!

5.3.5 Other Water Sports

Jetskiing isvery occasionaln the SOM and is generally focusatbund Tobermory BayThe SOM is

generally notused extensively byeakayakersither (Seafreedom Kayaking, pers. cothm

5.3.6 Coastalpaths, Viewpoints and Picnicraas

There are a variety of paths anod the shores othe SOMand in neighbouring hilland forested areas but
those of most relevance to the coast are centred around settlemektany of the paths provide

viewpoints of the SOM, picnic areasterpretation and opportunities to view local wlife.

Argyll and Bute Council and Highland Council are currently developing a Core Path Plan, as required under

the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 detailing nieéwork of pathsthat areimportant for recreation and

everyday journeys.

5.3.7 Tourism

Leisure cuise ships

The leisure cruising sector is a rapidgrowing global tourism sector and thK is the leading market after
North America Cruse ships frequent thesOM areain particular Tobermoryfrom May to September.

Therewas over a twefold increasen cruise liner passengevssiting Tobermory fron2005 to 2007.

Wildlife based tourism
The coastal and marine areas of Mull and Morvern offer excellent wildlife watching opportuMitigisis
widely recognised as a place to see wildlife, assisted burdentaries such as Eagle Island and the BBC

series Spring and Autumn Watch

Boat based wildlife tourism

al NAYyS gAfREATFS (2dzNRAY Aad 3INESAY 3 toNlildlile Rtfragtion; y R
with an estimated0.25 million tourists part-taking in cetaceantourism annualf on the west coast of
Scotland iebridean Whale and Dolphin TrusMull wasthe first UK location to be used famommercial
tourist whale watching expeditions

The SOM is largely used as a transit route to the Innerchland Outer Hebrideand as adestination in

bad weatheralthough operators in Oban have recently started to utilise it as a destinafibarters using

the SOMas transit may use Tobermory or Lochaline as an overnight Bugis vary from smaltlay trip

craft to largevesseldaking trips from 610 days duration. The seas@from March to Octobeand gecies

' Based on survey of skate fishing participants using SOM and Firth of Lorn and 300 charter days annually gD&ourn
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regularly seen includminke whalebottlenose dolphin, porpoise, and a varietysaabirds.

Land based wildlife tourism
Trips are availablthroughout the year and speciesgularly seerincludesea eagles, seals, porpoise, otters

and a variety of sea birds.

Visitor attractions and activities
Historic attractionsDuart Castleand Torosay Castle and GardésseHistoric Environmensection5.8).
Other attractionsMull Railway, Tobermory Distillery, An Tobar, ForeStwmynmissiotWalks and Paths

Activities:Mull and lona Ranger Service offer activities throughout the year to locals and visitors

Socie Economic Profile

General tourism

In 2007 approximately £4.2bn of expendituie Scotlandcame from tourism related activitieand 9% of
employment in Scotland is involved in tiat related industry sector2006). Tourism related sectors are
important for coastal and rural areas of Scotlasudh asArgyll, Highland and IslandErips taken in théHIE
area in 2006ad a totalexpenditure of £750 millioand gproximately 2600 business@sthe HIE area are
involved in toursm,employing 136 of all employees in the ar¢2005).

The hotel and resurant sector (related to tourism) is an important employment sector on Mull and
Morvern/Ardnamurchan, more so than at the local authority or Scotland level.

Total visitor numbers to the SOM aresadifficult to estimate. As an indicatiomsitor numbersn 2008to An
Tobar Centrg(Tobermory)and Tobermory Distéry were just less than 20000, 34000 uart Castle
30000 for Torosay Castémd 18500 foArdnamurchan Lighthouse

General marine tourism and recreation

Recreational activitieshowed dargeincreaseproportionallyin employmentand number of businesses
Morvern and Ardamurchan between 1996 and 20@®ssibly following the promotion of Lochaber and
increase in outdoor sports and tourism.

Boat based wildlife tourism

There areat least 14 bat charter companies that use the SOM, with most boats being based on the
coastline of mainland Argylthere areb operators within the SOM all based in Tobermory.

Land based wildlife tourism

3 operators utilize the Mull coast of the SOMMho spend on agrage about 510% of their time along the
Sound of Mull coast per tour. Lochaline Dive Centre also offer wildlife holidays (3/5 days) which are mainly

land based but do include some bdadsed excursions.



- Economic Contribution (annual) Employment Conttution

National Local (SOM) National Local (SOM)
SRR dE: UKEL.4 billion Between £04,272(2007) Scotland: 812 Argyll and Isles: 4.1 FTI

(2006) turnover and #509,369(2009" FTE jobs (1998)
£1.86 billion (2006)

Scotland£30.4 HIE area: 48.5

million, GVA £23 FTEs (1998)

million

HIE area: £1.54

million (1998)
Marine West coast of Average turnover for No data 15 people (11 full time
tourism/ Scotland: charter boats £112,033 & 4 part time)
recreation Cetacean
operators watching total Average turnover for Additional employment:
£7.8 million marine wildlife tourism 16.57
(2001§3 operators £84,19%5
Total employment: 31.5
Total turnover SOM based
operators £332,308 Marine wildlife boats:
72.4% employed are
Total turnover of local people
wildlife/dive operators 86.4% of companies
based outside SOM employ5 people or less
£870,000°
Visitor No data Estimated total turnover  No data No data
attractions £324,000°

5.3.8 Summary of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats for the Sector

The information presented in the following SWOT analysis was collated from theesmciomic profile for
this sector provided by Magill et al. (2009) and the working group and Recreation and Tourism subgroup. It
has been used to inform the Features ofelest for this sector outlined Policy SOM G1, the Additional

Criteria in policy RT 1 and the Opportunities and Actions presented for this sector.

STRENGTHS

e Area well known for scenic qualities e Unpredictable and wet weather
e Sheltered waters for recreational boating ¢ Remoteness and road infrastituce from

2 Based on 7086 passengers visiting Tobermory in 2007 and a daily expenditure of £36 and £86 per day respectively
3Warburton et al. 2001

 Argyll Charter Boat Survey by SSMEI Sound of Mull Project 2008

*Based on 6 operators in the SOM who providtgdrmation (scuba diving, wildlife charter boats, sailing facilities)
®Based on 3 wildlife or dive operators based outwith the SOM but utilising-B%86 of time)

" Based on employment multiplier of 2.1

®Based on numbers visiting Duart Castle, Toyd3astle and Tobermory Distillery and average admission price
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Rich maine, coastal and land based biodiversity
Variety ofhistoricheritage sites

Recognised route to Outer Hebrides and Inr
Minch area

Existing attractions, viewpoints, access points i
interpretation

Low impact industry with potential high returns
Increasing visitors and scope for expansion
Good working relationships betwee
sectorginterests and community groups in SOI
allows potential for ccoperation to develop
shared facilities e.g. pontoons

population centre in central Scotland

No direct ferry service Obahobermory
LochalineMorvern-Ardnamurchan

Limited local public transport and high cost €
ferry fares

Strong seasonality in some sectors

Lack of infrastructure and shorelinecassc boat
launching and yachting facilities especially c
Morvern/Ardnamurchan coast

Lack of low cost holiday accommodation f
visitors andsuitableaccommodation for divers
Availability of diving charter boat spaces
Wreck sitedeterioration and histort interaction
with mobile fishing gear

Lack of visitor facilities ahistoric and natural
heritage sites (parking, viewpoint
interpretation) and facilities for wet weather
Land ownership hindering development
Liability issues foinfrastructure e.g. ponbons,
moorings

No project officers to take forward opportunities

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS

5.3.9

Economic downturn could reduce touris
travelling abroad and potentially increase touris
within UK

Potential for coastal villages to take advantage
yachting incrasesby developing mooring/berthin
e.g. Sail West Projedtas identified Lochaline fc
development ofnew pontoon with agreed funding
Linkdevelopmentswith planned Oban Bay marin:
Extension of tourist season to stabilise
employment

Provision of alternate employment for traditiona
industries and links to supply chain

Improved marketing for existing and ne
recreation/tourism opportunities e.g. anglin
kayaking

Identified Spatial Opportunities

Tourism market competitive

Lack of infrastructure to deal with increased
tourism e.g. roadpublic transport

Fuel prices in remote, rural areas

Road equivalent tariff scheme on ferries may
result in more visitors to locations in the scherr
and less to those outside i.e. Mull, Morvern
Down turn in economy

Potential for development ahfrastructure to
damage sensitive sites

Increased interaction with marine wildlife

Oil spills within or nearby SOM could impact
marine and coastal wildlife

Finance for business/infrastructure developme
and marketing

Lack of support from Visit Scotland for marketi
Licencesauthorisations required for
development

This section outlines the Opportunities refed to under Policy SOM G1 and RThe spatial opportunities

for Recreation and Tourismere identified based on informatth on constraints, current activities/interests



and areas important for safeguarding for existing sectors and interests. An overview of the location of these
opportunities is given in MaRTZ2as points with a reference number linking it to the attributaghe table
below. However, the opportunities identified are indicative, subject to obtaining the required consents, and

do not preclude development applications and activities elsewhere.

N Map 1:Popular wreck sites Mooring block installation at popular wreck sites to ease access
divers and reduce impact on wrecks from use of shot lines.

N: Whole Subarea Coastal ttail or sailing/kayaking traihcorporating historitarchaeological
sitesandareas of wildlife/habitats.
T Map 2: 3 Expansion of yachting facilities at Tobermory Harbour Association

installation of sewage pumput points for vessel holding tank
replacement of domestic laundry machines with commercial units.

T Map 2: Populawreck sites Mooring block installation at popular wreck sites to ease access
divers and reduce impact on wrecks from use of shot lines.

T : Whole Sularea Coastal ttail or sailing/kayaking traihcorporating historitarchaeological
sitesand area®f wildlife/habitats.
LA Map 1: 4 Pontoon development and toilet block development for visiting yac
under Sail West Project
LA Whole Sukarea Kayaking trail incorporating historic/natural heritage sites and areas
wildlife watching
LA: Whole Sularea Walks/tours interpreting marine and coastal wildlife a

historic/archaeological heritage

YN = NorthSubarea S= Soutlsubarea C = Craignure, T = Tobermory, LA = Loch 3liharea
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Map RT2Spatial Opportunities identified for Recreation and Tourism development.
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