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1. Background 

As part of the SSMEI Sound of Mull project the officers were tasked with reporting on existing formal 

and informal management practices within the project area and which sectors are involved in these.  

Recommendations on improvements and new opportunities for coordination were to be made were 

appropriate. The information collated will be considered when developing the marine spatial plan. 

 

The informal and formal management agreements summarised in this report were highlighted 

during one to one meetings and working group meetings. These were researched further to produce 

the list compiled in the following pages.  

 

2. How to use this document 

The management practices presented are spilt into sector headings: 

 Inshore fisheries 

 Marine finfish farming 

 Marine shellfish farming 

 Natural environment 

 Heritage 

 Water quality and pollution 

 Shipping and navigation 

 Infrastructure 

 Recreation and tourism 

 

The management practices within each of these sectors are split into three sections ς International, 

National and Local.  

 International agreements include international and European agreements, directives and 

treaties of relevance which have been signed up to by the UK Government. 

 National management practices include those at a UK/Scotland level. 

 Local management practices include those that directly apply to the Sound of Mull or the 

neighbouring area.  

 

The management practices for each sector heading are summarised on the following pages for 

reference. For those reading the electronic word version of this document the bullet point text 

summarising the management agreements is interactive: 

 Place your mouse cursor over the text of the management practice of interest 

 Hold down the Control key and click the left hand mouse button. 



3. Inshore Fisheries ς Summary of Informal and Formal Management 

INTERNATIONAL 

 North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission Convention 1982 

 European Common Fisheries Policy 

 International Management for shipping 

NATIONAL 

 Scottish Government & Fishing Orders 

 Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency 

 Food Hygiene Regulations 2006 

 Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007 

 Registration of Fish Sellers and Buyers and Designation of Auction Sites (Scotland) 

Regulations 2005 

 National Management for shipping 

LOCAL 

 Inshore Fisheries Groups 

 /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀƭƭŀƛƎ ϧ bƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Scallop Association) and Mull Aquaculture and Fishing Association 

 Mull Aquaculture and Fishing Association 

 

4. Aquaculture ς Summary of Informal and Formal Management 

INTERNATIONAL 

 Assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA 

Directive) (85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC) 

 Compound Feedingstuffs Directive 

 Shellfish Waters Directive (2006/113EC) (Shellfish only) 

 Shellfish Hygiene Regulations (Shellfish Harvesting Waters) (Shellfish only) 

 Council Directive 91/67/EEC - Import of fish, shellfish and crustaceans 

 

NATIONAL 

 National Guidance & Legislation 

 Town and Country Planning Marine Fish Farming (Scotland) Order 2007 

 Crown Estate Lease  

 Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 1999 (SSI 1999/1) 

 Scottish Environment Protection Agency CAR Consent 

 Scottish Government Transport Division ς Coast Protection Act 1949 Section 34 Consent 
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 Fish farming and Shellfish farming Business Order 1985 

 Surface Waters (Shellfish) (Classification) (Scotland) Regulations 1997 

 Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007 

 Scottish Government National Planning Policy Guideline No. 13 Coastal Planning 1997 

 Scottish Planning Policy No. 22 Planning for Fish Farming 2007 

 Circular SEDD 1/2007 Planning controls for marine fish farming 

 Locational Guidelines for the Authorisation of Marine Fish Farms in Scottish Waters 

 Codes of Good Practice 

 SNH Landscape/Seascape Guidance for Aquaculture (2008) and Siting and Design of 

Aquaculture (2001) 

LOCAL 

 Area Management Agreement (AMA) between finfish farms and wildfish interests 

 

5. Natural Environment ς Summary of Informal and Formal Management 

INTERNATIONAL 

 Biological Diversity Convention 1992 

 Biological Diversity Convention Jakarta Mandate (adopted 1995, 1998 and updated 2004) 

 Conservation of European wildlife and natural habitats (1982) Bern Convention 

 Habitats and Birds Directive: Special Protected Areas/Special Areas of Conservation 

 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001/42/EC) 

 Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks 1999 

 Agreement on Conservation of Small Cetaceans of Baltic and North Seas 1992 (ASCOBANS) 

 Convention for Conservation of Salmon in North Atlantic Ocean 1982 

NATIONAL 

 Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 

 Conservation (Natural Heritage & c.) Regulations 1994 / Conservation (Natural Heritage & c.) 

Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 2004 

 Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 

 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 

 ¦Y .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ό.!tύ нллн κ{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΥ LǘΩǎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ IŀƴŘǎ ό{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

2004 

 Conservation of Seals Act 1970 

 Invasive Non-Native Species 

 Scottish Government National Planning Policy Guideline No. 14 Natural Heritage 2002 

 Marine/Coastal Litter Initiatives 

Tobermory Beach 

Committee 
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LOCAL 

 Local Biodiversity Action Plan/Partnership/Officer 

 Wildlife Crime Officer 

 Mull and Iona Ranger Service 

 The Lismore Aquaculture and Fisheries Interaction Group 

 Common Skate Measures 

 Sea bird studies in the Sound of Mull 

 Mink trapping 

 Mull Eagle Watch 

 Beaches and Marine Litter Project, The GRAB Trust 

 Tobermory Beach Committee 

 

6. Cultural Heritage ς Summary of Informal and Formal Management 

NATIONAL 

 Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas (Scotland) Act 1997 

 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

 Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

 Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 

 Scottish Government National Planning Policy Guideline No. 18 Planning and the Historic 

Environment 1999 

LOCAL 

 Morvern Maritime Centre 

 Sound of Mull Archaeological Project (SOMAP) 

 

7. Water Quality & Pollution ς Summary of Informal and Formal Management 

INTERNATIONAL 

 OSPAR Convention 

 Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping wastes and other matter 1972 

 Dangerous Substances Directive (76/464/EEC) 

 Integrated pollution prevention and control Directive (96/61/EC) 

 Nitrates Directive (91/67/EEC) 

 Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC) 

 Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

NATIONAL  

 Environment Act 1995 
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 Environmental Protection Act 1990 

 Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 

 Pollution Prevention and Control (Scotland) Regulations 2000 

 Urban Waste Water Treatment (Scotland) Regulations 1994 and Amendment Regulations 

2003 

 Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 

 Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2005 (CAR) 

 

8. Shipping, Transport and Navigation ς Summary of Informal and Formal Management 

INTERNATIONAL 

 International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973 (MARPOL 73/78) 

 Convention of the Control of Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships 

 Shipments of Waste (EU Regulation 1013/2006) 

 International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS) 1972 

NATIONAL 

 Merchant Shipping Notices, Guidance Notes and Information Notes 

 Maritime and Coastguard Authority 

 Northern Lighthouse Board 

LOCAL 

 Oil Spill Response Plans 

 Sound of Mull Transport Group 

 Yeoman Aggregate Industries - Glensanda Creel Agreement 

 Yeoman Aggregate Industries - Glensanda Quarry Vessel Protocols 

 Large Vessel Protocols/Practice  

 

9. Infrastructure ς Summary of Informal and Formal Management 

INTERNATIONAL 

 Assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA 

Directive) (85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC) 

NATIONAL 

 Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 

 Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 

 Scottish Government Transport Division ς Coast Protection Act 1949 Section 34 Consent 

 Crown Estate Lease 

 Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 (FEPA) 
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LOCAL 

 Tobermory Harbour Association (THA) and Tobermory Bay 

 CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ tƛŜǊΣ ¢ƻōŜǊƳƻǊȅ 

 Mooring Associations 

 Fishnish Slipway 

 

10. Recreation and Tourismς Summary of Informal and Formal Management 

INTERNATIONAL 

 See Shipping, Transport & Navigation for further international management practices details 

 International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea - SOLAS V for Pleasure Craft 

 Merchant Shipping (Life Saving Appliances for Ships other than ships of classes III to VI(A)) 

Regulations 1999 and the Merchant Shipping  (Fire Protection: Small ships) Regulations 1998 

NATIONAL 

 Maritime and Coastguard Authority Codes of Practice 

 Coastguard Voluntary Safety Identification Scheme (CG66) 

 Scottish Outdoor Access Code 

 Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code 

 Wild Scotland and Best Practice Guidelines 

 Scottish Canoe Association ς Paddlers Access Code 

 Green Blue Environmental Initiative 

 British Sub-Aqua Club Dive Code of Conduct 

 Code of best practice for the capture and release of common skate by recreational anglers 

(Shark Trust) 

LOCAL 

 Civic Government Licence 

 

11. Marine Renewables 

INTERNATIONAL 

 Assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA 

Directive) (85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC) 

 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001/42/EC) 

NATIONAL 

 Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit and Electricity Act 1989 (Marine renewables & 

pipelines) 

 Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 
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 Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 

 Scottish Government Transport Division ς Coast Protection Act 1949 Section 34 Consent 

 Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 

 Crown Estate Lease 

 Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 (FEPA) 

 

 

 

 



12. Inshore fisheries 

Please note: International and National Shipping regulations also apply to commercial fishing vessels. 

Please refer to Shipping, Transport and Navigation for further details.  

International Management 

North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission Convention 1982 

Aims to maintain the rational exploitation of fish stocks in the Atlantic and Arctic oceans.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

European Common Fisheries Policy  

The fisheries in the European, including Scottish Waters, are managed as a whole through the 

Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). It sets Total Allowable Catches (TAC) for commercial fish species and 

allocates quotas to member states based on historic fishing rights. The CFP also includes technical 

measures including fishing gear regulations and minimum landing sizes to manage stocks as well as 

these four components:  

 Regulation of production, quality, grading, packaging and labeling  

 Encouraging producers organizations  

 Setting minimum fish prices and financing buying up of unsold fish 

 Setting rules for trade with non-EU countries  

Informal/Formal Formal 

International Management for Shipping 

 

National Management 

Scottish Government & Fishing Orders 

The Scottish Government manages the Scottish element of the UK fishing quota and controls the 

activities of fishing vessels and fishing effort (days spent at sea) out to 12 nautical miles.  The Sound of 

Mull is classed as an Inshore Fisheries area. They also have power through the Inshore Fishing 

(Scotland) Act 1984 to prohibit, within a specified area, all or any combination of all fishing for sea fish; 

fishing for a specified description of sea fish; fishing by a specified method; fishing from a specified 

description of fishing boat; fishing from or by means of any vehicle; fishing by means of a specified 

description of equipment. They can specify the period during which any prohibition is to apply and 

make exceptions to any prohibition contained in an order. 

A variety of Fishing Orders exist for Scotland including The Sea Fishing (Marking and Identification of 

Passive Fishing Gear and Beam Trawls) (Scotland) Order 2006 which requires static fishing gear to be 

marked with buoys and labelled as defined in the order, The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing for 

Cockles) (Scotland) Order 2006 for Cerastoderma edule, The Prohibition of Fishing with Multiple Trawls 
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(Scotland) Amendment Order 2006 and the Sea Fishing (Enforcement of Community Quota and Third 

Country Fishing Measures and Restriction on Days at Sea) (Scotland) Order 2008. A summary of 

Scottish sea fisheries legislation up to 2003 is given at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2003/08/18037 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency  

The aim of the SFPA is to enforce UK, EU and International fisheries laws and regulations in the seas 

around Scotland, in Scottish ports and in international waters when required. This can involved 

investigations and prosecutions when breaches of regulations are identified. The main objectives of the 

SFPA are: 

ω ¢ƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΤ 

ω ¢ƻ ŘŜǘŜǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ 

ω ¢ƻ ŘŜǘŜŎǘ ōǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΤ 

ω ¢ƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΤ 

ω ¢ƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƻƴ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ legislation and other fisheries 

matters; 

ω ¢ƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Food Hygiene Regulations 2006 

The Food Hygiene Regulations 2006 altered the requirements for monitoring of the shellfish industry. 

The Food Standards Agency no longer carry out offshore monitoring for shellfish biotoxins and do not 

be operate the open and closed box system. For wild scallops caught outside classified production 

areas sampling is undertaken in fish auctions, dispatch centres and processing establishments. These 

samples are undertaken by the Local Authority. The Food Standards Agency and Local AuthorityΩǎ 

Environmental/Protective Services departments are involved in applying the regulations. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007 

Makes provision relating to fish farms and shellfish farms; to the parasite Gyrodactylus salaris; to 

salmon and freshwater fisheries and sea fisheries; to payments connected with aquaculture and 

fisheries; and for connected purposes.  

Registration of Fish Sellers and Buyers and Designation of Auction Sites (Scotland) Regulations 2005 

All buyers of first sale fish bought directly from fishing vessels and sellers of first sale fish sold at a 

designated auction site are required to be registered with the Scottish Government. As part of this they 

must keep transaction records involving the sale/purchase of first sale fish.  

National Management for shipping 
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Local Management 

Inshore Fisheries Groups 

The role of the Inshore Fisheries Groups is to: 

 Allow all fishermen to participate on an open and transparent basis  

 Balance the interests of small and large operators, and work closely with the Scottish 

Government as a channel for ideas and approaches developed locally to be shared nationally  

 Have an important role in the development of management plans for the enhancement and 

development of inshore fisheries.  

 Generate legislative proposals for the better management of inshore fisheries, develop them in 

line with due process and principles of best practice in consultation to be considered by the 

Scottish Government and, where appropriate, taken forward to the Scottish Parliament for 

scrutiny  

 Be properly supported with technical advice and work constructively with wider social, 

economic and environmental interests 

Three pilots are to start at the beginning of 2009 in the Outer Hebrides, the Clyde and the South East. 

Expansion of the IFGs to other areas including Mull and the Small Isles, which would cover the Sound of 

Mull will commence after this. The main parties involved so far have been the Scottish Government 

Inshore Fisheries Department and the Fishing Associations although methods for including non-

association fishermen are being examined.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations Establishment of IFGS in area as soon as possible (Mull and Small Isles Group)  

/ƻŘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀƭƭŀƛƎ ϧ bƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŎŀƭƭƻǇ 

Association) and Mull Aquaculture and Fishing Association  

A 7-point plan has been agreed to try to prevent the loss of creels belonging to Mull boats.  The 7 

points were agreed by all parties and contact sheets have been established which are to be kept and 

updated by skippers/boat owners.  For this voluntary agreement to work all parties should abide by the 

7 points which are listed: 

1.  If gear is accidentally towed then the creel owners should always be informed and a lat/long 

position given for the recovery of gear.  If contact is not made with the creel owner, then the local 

representative should be contacted. 

2. If a scallop dredger arrives into an area where it is known traditionally to have creels, then this 

should be in daylight wherever practically possible.  If this is not possible then the skipper should 

contact the local representative.  It is essential the skipper has made every effort possible to 

establish contact. There is to be a contact sheet divided into 4/5 different groups with their VHF, 
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mobile and home numbers. 

3. The normal VHF channels worked in each area should be indicated: Ross of Mull channel 74, rest 

of Mull channel 6. 

4. Creel floats should be clearly visible with the boats registration numbers printed on them (this is 

now a legal requirement). 

5. The main contacts on Mull will be Nick Turnbull or Douglas Wilson. John Hermse of MNWFA will 

be the main contact for mobile gear users. 

6. If any boat continues to be impossible to contact then they should be reported to the main 

contacts and if possible the problem should be sorted out locally.  Should this prove impossible 

then the services of the Scottish Fishery Protection Agency would be called on to resolve the 

problem. 

7. Contact sheets should be dated regularly and certainly no later than 6 monthly intervals (John 

Hermse of MNWFA has agreed to attend to this). 

Informal/Formal Informal 

Recommendations In general the agreement has been adhered to well on both sides and 

communication on issues is good.  Continuation of agreement and recognition 

by IFG(s) for area when established. 

Mull Aquaculture and Fishing Association  

Collaboration between aquaculture and fishing set up to tackle issues of interest to either or both 

sectors e.g. the possible development of a Coastal and Marine National Park, IFGs. Members include 

individual fishermen, shellfish and finfish companies. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations Continuation of the Association and recognition by IFG(s) for area when 

established. 

 

13. Aquaculture - Finfish and shellfish farming 

International Management 

Assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA Directive) 

(85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC) (Finfish only) 

This requires that plans or projects likely to have significant effect on the environment should undergo 

an environmental assessment.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Compound Feedingstuffs Directive (Finfish only) 

The Common Feedingstuffs Directive (79/373/EEC) (amended by 2002/2/EC) regulates  the content of 

animal feeds, including feeding stuff obtained from the processing of fish or other marine animals and 
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complete feeding stuffs for fish.   

Informal/Formal Formal 

 Shellfish Waters Directive (2006/113EC) (Shellfish only) 

Shellfish Growing Waters are designated under the Shellfish Waters Directive (2006/113EC). This 

directive seeks to protect or improve waters, including shellfish waters, against pollution and to 

safeguard shellfish populations from harmful consequences resulting from the discharge of pollutant 

substances into the sea. It therefore contributes to the harvesting of high quality shellfish products for 

human consumption. It sets minimum physical, chemical and microbiological water quality standards 

that the water must comply with. SEPA are responsible in Scotland for delivering on this Directive and 

charged with ensuring these water quality standards are met. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Shellfish Hygiene Regulations (Shellfish Harvesting Waters) (Shellfish only) 

The Shellfish Hygiene Regulations (EC 853/2004; 854/2004; 2073/2005 and 2074/2005) require the 

monitoring of shellfish harvesting areas to ensure that the shellfish are fit for human consumption. The 

Food Standards Agency Scotland has the responsibility of establishing the boundaries of harvesting 

areas. On the basis of E. coli concentrations they must also list and classify these harvesting areas from 

A to C according to the degree of contamination in samples of mollusc flesh and report on this. The 

regulations also states the degree of depuration treatment required before the produce can be 

marketed if the harvesting area is classified as B or C. The classification of harvesting areas is done with 

the assistance of enforcement officers in each of the Local Authorities and the shellfish farmers.  

Classification is normally only sought once a site has been given planning permission/Crown Estate 

lease/Coast Protection Act Section 34 consent and the operator is approaching their first harvest. An 

application must be made to the Food Standards Agency Scotland (FSAS) along with the submission of 

samples to Fisheries Research Services in Aberdeen.  

Once a site has been classified, samples are gathered for at least 6 months between January and 

December each year.  However, shellfish farmers are encouraged to do this monthly, and this is a 

requirement for new sites. SEPA is now consulted by FSAS on applications for new site classifications 

with the aim being that new harvesting areas are located where the necessary water quality can 

reasonably be achieved without compromising existing and future social or economic activities. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Council Directive 91/67/EEC - Import of fish, shellfish and crustaceans 

The purpose of this directive is to define the health status of fish, shellfish and crustaceans or their 

products (gametes, eggs) to be sold on the European market and to lay down rules in order to prevent 

the spread of disease. Within UK waters the rest of the EU imports must come from 

countries/zones/farms with at least an equivalent health status as outlined under the directive or from 
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an area of higher status to a lower one. This is of most concern to oyster farms within the area which 

have to import their seed from outside Scotland as there is no hatchery. This often means importing 

seed from England or Guernsey. Although the Isle of Man, Northern Ireland, Jersey and Guernsey are 

part of the UK they are recognised as separate health zones from England, Scotland and Wales. 

Therefore, movements from these locations are regarded as imports and must be accompanied by the 

appropriate health certificate. This process is controlled by Fisheries Research Service in Scotland.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

National Management 

National Guidance & Legislation 

The policies and consultation responses to development of marine finfish farming of Local Authorities, 

Scottish Natural Heritage, SEPA and other competent authorities are influenced by the following 

national guidance and legislation: 

 National Planning Policy Guideline No. 13 Coastal Planning 

 National Planning Policy Guideline No. 14 Natural Heritage 

 National Planning Policy Guideline No. 18 Planning and the Historic Environment 

 Scottish Planning Policy No. 22  Planning for Fish Farming  

 Town and Country Planning Marine Fish Farming (Scotland) Order 2007 

 Circular SEDD 1/2007 Planning Controls for Marine Fish Farming 

 Locational Guidelines for the Authorisation of Marine Fish Farms in Scottish Waters  

 Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 

 Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999 

 Registration of Fish Farming and Shellfish Farming Businesses Order 1985 

 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

 Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 

 Habitats Regulations ς Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended by 

the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 2004 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Town and Country Planning Marine Fish Farming (Scotland) Order 2007  

New and modifications to existing shellfish farm developments are now subject to  planning from the 

relevant Local Authority under the provisions of the Town and Country Planning Marine Fish Farming 

(Scotland) Order 2007.  It applies to the placement of equipment in the sea, on the seabed or on the 

foreshore below MWHS out to 12 nautical miles. The stages of applying for planning permission are as 

follows (* Not relevant to shellfish development): 
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1. Pre-application discussion with local planning office (and key stakeholders e.g. neighbouring 

shellfish and finfish operators, fishing associations/individual fishermen, recreation and 

tourism interests) 

2. Pre-application preparation 

 Scoping for EIA* 

 Screening for EIA* 

 Prepare EIA* 

3. Prepare planning application ς application form & guidance 

4. Submit planning application ς consultation by development management 

 Submit EIA* 

5. Determination of planning application 

Permission for the application ƛǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƻǊ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 

judgement based on the application in relation to: 

 National guidance and legislation listed previously 

 the Town and Country Planning Marine Fish Farming (Scotland) Order 2007 

 Argyll and Bute/Highland CouƴŎƛƭΩǎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 

 any aquaculture framework plans in existence 

 Environmental  Impact Assessment for finfish farms if appropriate 

 representation from statutory consultees and other parties 

 presence of designations (SAC, SPA, National/Regional Scenic Areas) 

On receipt of an application the Council forward this to the statutory consultees for their opinion: 

 Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 

 Scottish Government Marine Directorate 

 Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 

 .ƛŘǿŜƭƭΩǎ ό!ƎŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǿƴ 9ǎǘŀǘŜύ 

 Argyll District Salmon Fisheries Board (for finfish applications only) 

In addition the application will also be sent to the following non-statutory consultees for comments 

and the planning application is publically advertised in the local newspapers: 

 Community Council(s) within which the application lies 

 Royal Yachting Association 

 Northern Lighthouse Board 

 Fishing Associations 

 Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

If a site is approved then there will be a presumption that the planning consent will be granted without 

time limit, an important change to the old current system where sites went through a renewal process 
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every fifteen years. However, there is still potential for sites to be given a temporary consent. 

Applications made under the previous scheme, but where a decision was not made by 1 April 2007, will 

be considered under that scheme through to a conclusion. A cut-off date of 1 April 2010 will be set to 

consider these applications and any applications still with us on that date will be deemed to have 

lapsed.  

Existing fish farms will be given permanent planning permission once they have been through a review 

process and they are found to be compliant. The review's primary aim will be to ensure that a farm has 

been properly assessed against environmental and nature conservation regulations. This process will 

be handled by the Scottish Government directly.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Crown Estate Lease 

Where the seabed is owned by the Crown the right to occupy the site will be by means of a lease from 

The Crown Estate. An application for a fish farming lease can be made at any time, a valid planning 

consent is not a prerequisite. If planning permission has not been obtained, a lease-option will be 

offered (a lease-option may be important where an applicant does not want to commit to the 

expenditure of pursuing a planning application without some assurance that a lease will be granted if 

planning permission is obtained). A lease-option agreement remains in place until planning permission 

is granted but can lapse if planning permission is not granted within the period specified in the option 

agreement. The Crown Estate encourages those wishing to apply to contact them prior to applying to 

check on the availability of the location concerned. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 1999 (SSI 1999/1) (Finfish only) 

These regulations implement the EIA Directive. Under the 1999 Regulations an assessment of the 

impact of a proposed marine finfish farm on the environment may have to be undertaken. Statutory 

consultees during this process are: Scottish Government, SEPA, SNH, Scottish Water, Local Authority, 

District Salmon Fisheries Board (Mull/Lochaber/Argyll Fisheries Trust). 

The Scottish Government has published the Environmental Impact Assessment Practical Guidelines 

Toolkit for Marine Fish Farming, following the completion of a Scottish Aquaculture Research Forum 

project. This provides guidelines for planners, applicants and stakeholder and a set of templates to 

provide a clear structure to the Environmental Impact Assessment responses (www.sarf.org.uk) 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency CAR Consent (Finfish only) 

SEPA regulate discharges from marine finfish farms through the Water Environment (Controlled 

Activities) Regulations 2005 by issuing a CAR authorisation and they monitor authorised discharges. 

SEPA use computer models to predict the impact of discharges from finfish farm cages on the seabed 
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and water column from organic wastes and medicines. As there is no way to treat the effluent before it 

is discharged from the cages SEPA imposes limits on the scale of production (number of tonnes of fish) 

and limits on the use of medicines. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Government Transport Division ς Coast Protection Act 1949 Section 34 Consent 

Under Section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, written consent from Scottish Ministers is required 

if any person or organisation intends to carry out any of the following around the coast of Scotland and 

if the works, either while being carried out or subsequently, could cause an obstruction or danger to 

navigation: 

 the construction, alteration or improvement of any works on, under or over any part of the 

seashore lying below the level of mean high water springs; 

 the deposit of any object or materials on any part of the seashore lying below the level of 

mean high water springs; or 

 the removal of any object or materials from the seashore below the level of mean low water 

springs, e.g. the dredging of minerals,  

Scottish Government officials consult with the following organisations on navigation matters: 

 Maritime and Coastguard Agency - advises on maritime safety policy around the coast of  

Scotland; 

 Northern Lighthouse Board - advises on aids to navigation around the coast of Scotland; 

 Royal Yachting Association Scotland - advises on recreational navigational safety;  

 Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency - advises on local fishing policy. 

Scottish Ministers will also consider the impact a proposal will have on the local habitat with regard to 

the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c) Regulations 1994. 

The issuing of Section 34 consent does no more than indicate that the impact on navigation and on the 

local habitat within the development area has been considered.  Developments may only be 

undertaken in accordance with any conditions laid down in the consent.  The consent does not give the 

applicant exclusive rights to the area applied for, or prevent other individuals or organisations from 

applying for consent in the same location.  Also, it does not extinguish existing rights of navigation in a 

given area.   

Informal/Formal Formal 

Fish farming and Shellfish farming Business Order 1985 

Under this order made in accordance with Section 7 of the Diseases of Fish Act 1937 (as amended), all 

finfish farming businesses are required to register with Fisheries Research Services in Scotland for fish 

health purposes, to help maintain and improve the health status of Scottish Waters. 

Informal/Formal Formal 
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Surface Waters (Shellfish) (Classification) (Scotland) Regulations 1997 

Introduced the system for classifying the quality of coastal or surface waters needing protection and 

improvement to support shellfish life and growth under the Shellfish Waters Directive (79/923/EEC). 

However, given the update of this Directive in 2006, the Surface Waters (Shellfish) (Classification) 

(Scotland) Regulations 1997 and are being remade to transpose the new Shellfish Waters Directive 

(2006/113/EC) into Scottish Law. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007 

Makes provision relating to fish farms and shellfish farms; to the parasite Gyrodactylus salaris; to 

salmon and freshwater fisheries and sea fisheries; to payments connected with aquaculture and 

fisheries; and for connected purposes.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Government National Planning Policy Guideline No. 13 Coastal Planning 1997 

This NPPG aims to do the following and provides guidance for Local Authority Planners: 

 Sets out how planning can contribute to achieving sustainable development and also 

maintaining and enhancing biodiversity on the coast  

 Highlights the need to distinguish between policies for the developed, undeveloped and 

isolated coast  

 Indicates how planning authorities should respond to the risk of erosion and flooding in the 

coastal zone  

 Outlines policy guidance for developments which may require a coastal location  

 Identifies the action to be taken by planning authorities in their development plans and in 

development control decisions. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Planning Policy No. 22 Planning for Fish Farming 2007 

This SPP aims to do the following and provides guidance for Local Authority Planners: 

 provide guidance on the particular factors to be taken into account when considering 

proposals for new freshwater or marine fish farms, or modifications to existing operations;  

 establish the national planning context for the preparation by planning authorities of 

development plans for guiding the location of future fish farms. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Circular SEDD 1/2007 Planning controls for marine fish farming 

This circular explains and give guidance to planning officers, developers, communities and regulators 

on the provisions contained in: the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003, 

Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006, Town and Country Planning (Marine Fish Farming) (Scotland) Order  
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and Regulations 2007, Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Regulations 2007. It relates specifically to 

the determination of decisions by planning authorities relating to new fish farms and modifications to 

existing fish farms. It also contains information on changes in notification arrangements in the Town 

and Country Planning (Notification of Applications Affecting Controlled Sites) (Scotland) Direction 2007 

which sets out additional notification arrangements specifically for fish farming. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Locational Guidelines for the Authorisation of Marine Fish Farms in Scottish Waters  

Fisheries Research Services (FRS) use predictive models to estimate nutrient enhancement and benthic 

impact in sea lochs or similar water bodies supporting aquaculture. Water bodies are designated as 

Category 1, 2 and 3 areas on the basis of an index number based on the 'nutrient enhancement' and 

'benthic impact' for the area of interest derived from the models.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Codes of Good Practice  

Association of Scottish Shellfish Growers Code of Good Practice 

This code of conduct targets the overall activities of shellfish growers with the aim that growers can 

produce a superior quality product, maintain a high standard of shellfish health and meet or exceed 

hygiene regulations, whilst minimising their impact of their activities on the natural environment and 

ensuring that they are managed in a manner that is in harmony with the needs of other marine and 

shoreline users.  It includes guidance on establishing a farm; locational planning; visual impact; noise, 

light and odour; wildlife; husbandry and harvesting; monitoring, use of vessels, equipment and 

chemicals; training; health and safety and depuration.  

Code of Good Practice for Scottish Finfish Aquaculture 

The Code of Good Practice for Scottish Finfish Aquaculture (CoGP) is the entry point for membership of 

{ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ {ŀƭƳƻƴ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΩ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻDt was developed by the Scottish Finfish Aquaculture 

Working Group in consultation with all interested stakeholder groups, e.g. Scottish Executive 

Environment and Rural Affairs Department, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Natural 

Heritage, Veterinary Medicines Directorate, Fisheries Research Services, Scottish Environment Link, the 

Association for Salmon Fisheries Boards, local authorities and the public. It sets out the standards that 

farmers must demonstrate.  Compliance with the Code is independently audited. It is available from 

http://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/aboutus/codes.asp 

Scottish Seafarms Best Practice Guidelines 

Outline how farms should be run to meet guidelines and comply with legislation. For example it 

includes information on ADD use in site predator control plans.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

http://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/aboutus/codes.asp
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SNH Landscape/Seascape Guidance for Aquaculture (2008) and Siting and Design of Aquaculture 

(2001) 

Provides guidance to regulators and developers on the how to site and design aquaculture to minimise 

its intrusion on the landscape/seascape. Available to download from: 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/pubs/detail.asp?id=976 and http://www.snh.gov.uk/pubs/detail.asp?id=113 

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

Local Management 

Area Management Agreement (AMA) between finfish farms and wildfish interests (Finfish only) 

The Tripartite Working Group (TWG) was established in 1999 with the aim of addressing problems 

common to wild salmonid fisheries and salmonid farming and to seek solutions between the industry 

and wildfish interest groups. The TWG recommended that Area Management Groups (AMGs) be 

established that were composed of representatives from local fish farming companies, local wild 

salmonid interests and as appropriate, other relevant parties e.g. community councils. Each AMG aims 

to promote and maintain the good health of wild and farmed salmonids through an Area Management 

Agreement (AMA), which is signed by the local members of the AMG. 

 

Finfish farms within the SSMEI Sound of Mull project area are covered by the Linnhe, Lorn, Etive, Sound 

of Mull & Sunart AMA. The area covered by this AMA (Figure 1) also includes the catchment area of 

each river flowing into the sea in the above defined area.  Several bodies are involved in this Argyll 

Fisheries Trust, Awe District Salmon Fishery Board, Caledonian Trout Co, Creran District Salmon Fishery 

Board, Kames Fish Farming, Loch Awe Improvement Association, Lochaber Fisheries Trust, Lochaber & 

District Salmon Fishery Board, Mainstream Scotland Ltd (formerly Aquascot Ltd), Marine Harvest 

Scotland Ltd, Mull District Salmon Fishery Board, Scottish Sea Farms Ltd, Torhouse Trout Ltd and 

Lighthouse Caledonia. 

The AMA area is divided into Production Areas and the SSMEI Sound of Mull project area is covered by 

Production Area 2 - Lochaline and Sound of Mull (Figure 1). The area is defined by a line from Duart 

Point (NM747 356) to Rubha an Ridire (NM 733 400) in the east and from Ardmore Point (NM 470 593) 

to Auliston Point (NM 546 582) in the west. The purpose of the AMA is to promote and implement 

measures for the maintenance of healthy stocks of wild and farmed fish, and promote restoration of 

wild salmon and sea trout stocks. 

AMAs cover issues such as: 

Á Synchronisation of farm production and fallowing cycles within the AMA area 

Á Co-ordinated and strategic sea lice treatments 

Á Effective control of other significant diseases 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/pubs/detail.asp?id=976
http://www.snh.gov.uk/pubs/detail.asp?id=113
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Á Monitoring of wild and farmed fish for sea lice infestations and disease 

Á Minimisation of escapes  

Á Use of codes of practice and recommendations to maintain high health status of stocks on 

farms 

Á Predator control 

Á Restoration efforts 

Á Wild fish stocking and hatchery plans 

Arguably the most important of these is the control of sea lice and one of the key factors in setting up 

ŀƴ !a! ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 

synchronous fallowing of all sites within the management area. Further details about the AMA covering 

the Sound of Mull can be found at  http://www.tripartiteworkinggroup.com and the AMA at 

www.tripartiteworkinggroup.com/article/uploaded/LINK17-Linnhe-LorneAMA-

AmendedJanuary2005.doc 

 A company part of an AMA would notify/discuss any intention to apply for a new site, change in site 

stocking, position etc. Distance between sites is also discussed as part of the AMA as it is important in 

ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ΨŦƛǊŜōǊŜŀƪǎΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

 

Figure 1. AMA area including the Sound of Mull Production Area 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations Cooperation between the partners of this AMA is currently very good.  

Continuation and support of AMA process should be encouraged. 

 

14. Natural Environment 

 

http://www.tripartiteworkinggroup.com/
http://www.tripartiteworkinggroup.com/article/uploaded/LINK17-Linnhe-LorneAMA-AmendedJanuary2005.doc
http://www.tripartiteworkinggroup.com/article/uploaded/LINK17-Linnhe-LorneAMA-AmendedJanuary2005.doc


January 2009 22 SSMEI Sound of Mull Pilot 
Formal & Informal Management Agreements 

 

International Management 

Biological Diversity Convention 1992 

Aims to achieve a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional 

and national level by 2010. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Biological Diversity Convention Jakarta Mandate (adopted 1995, 1998 and updated 2004) 

Promote the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal biological diversity. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Conservation of European wildlife and natural habitats (1982) Bern Convention 

The aims of this Convention are to ensure conservation and protection of wild plant and animal species 

and their natural habitats. The Convention was implemented in UK law by the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended). To implement this convention in Europe, the European Community adopted EC 

Birds Directive and EC Habitats Directive in 1992 which were transposed in to UK legislation (see 

following sections).  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Habitats and Birds Directive: Special Protected Areas/Special Areas of Conservation 

The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Fauna and Flora) and 

the Birds Directive (Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds). These Directives 

allow for the designation of Special Areas of Conservation  (SACs) (Habitats Directive) and Special 

Protected Areas (SPAs) (Birds Directive) to conserve important natural habitats and species of wildlife 

that are rare, endangered or vulnerable in the European Community. All SACs and SPAs in Europe are 

part of the European wide network of sites known as Natura 2000.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001/42/EC) 

Sets out to protect and enhance the environment by ensuring those plans, programmes and strategies 

that are likely to result in significant environmental effects are properly assessed including public 

consultation.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks 1999 

Highlights the action required for sharks (i.e. sharks, rays and chimaeras) within the context of the FAO 

Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. It called upon all states to produce a Shark Assessment 

Report (SAR) and, if they have shark fisheries, to develop and implement National Plans of Action 

(NPOA) by early 2001. States should report on progress of their Shark Plans as part of their biennial 

reporting to FAO on the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. The UK produced theƛǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ΨPlan 
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ƻŦ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ ¦YΩ ƛƴ нллпΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǌeport identifies threats 

to sharks, rays and chimaeras within UK waters and management measures that can be taken to 

improve their status and move towards sustainable fisheries.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Agreement on Conservation of Small Cetaceans of Baltic and North Seas 1992 (ASCOBANS) 

Agreement promotes cooperation amongst parties signed up to the agreement, but also with non-

party range states, relevant international organisations, non-governmental organisations and other 

regional stakeholders to achieve and maintain a favourable conservation status for small cetaceans in 

the North East Atlantic, Irish, North and Baltic Seas species it covers. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Convention for Conservation of Salmon in North Atlantic Ocean 1982 

Promotes the conservation, restoration, enhancement and rational management of salmon stocks in 

the North Atlantic Ocean through international co-operation.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

National Management 

Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 

Places duties on public bodies in relation to the conservation of biodiversity, increases protection for 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), amends legislation on Nature Conservation Orders, provides 

for Land Management Orders for SSSIs and associated land, strengthens wildlife enforcement 

legislation, and requires the preparation of a Scottish Fossil Code. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Conservation (Natural Heritage & c.) Regulations 1994 / Conservation (Natural Heritage & c.) 

Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 2004 

These regulations transpose the Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive into Scottish legislation. 

Morvern Woods is designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the Habitats Directive and 

Glas Eileanan is designated as a Special Protected Area (SPA) under the Birds Directive. The Scottish 

Government, JNCC and Scottish Natural Heritage are involved in applying and delivering on these 

regulations. 

Informal/Formal Formal  

Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 

This act transposes the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive into Scottish legislation. 

requiring a public statement as to how opinions have been taken into account 

Informal/Formal Formal 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/acts2005/20050015.htm
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Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 

The Act makes it an offence (with exception to species listed) to intentionally kill, injure, or take any 

wild bird or their eggs or nests.  It also makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure, or take, possess, 

or trade in any wild animal listed in Schedule 5,  which includes all cetaceans, otter and the basking 

shark and prohibits interference with places used for shelter or protection, or intentionally disturbing 

animals occupying such places. The Act also prohibits certain methods of killing, injuring, or taking wild 

animals. Additionally, it aims to prevent the establishment of non-native species which may be 

detrimental to native wildlife. JNCC and Scottish Natural Heritage are involved in applying and 

delivering this Act. 

The Act provides for the notification of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). These are areas of 

special scientific interest by reason of their flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical features and 

are designated by the country agencies, i.e. Scottish Natural Heritage.  Together they form a network 

of the best examples of natural features throughout Scotland, and support a wider network across 

Great Britain and the European Union. Scottish Natural Heritage chooses sites against published 

scientific criteria. SSSIs can include freshwater, and sea water down to the mean low water mark of 

spring tides, as well as land. In 2004 the law concerning SSSIs was overhauled by the Nature 

Conservation (Scotland) Act. There are several SSSIs bordering the Sound of Mull project area.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

¦Y .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ό.!tύ нллн κ{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΥ LǘΩǎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ IŀƴŘǎ ό{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ нллп ŀƴŘ 

Implementation Plans) 

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan is the UK Government's response to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) signed in 199. It describes the UK's biological resources and commits to a plan for the 

protection of these resources. It has 391 Species Action Plans, 45 Habitat Action Plans and 162 Local 

.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 

plans to halt biodiversity decline by 2010.  

The Scottish Biodiversity Strategy Ψ{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΥ LǘΩǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ς a strategy for the 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ όнллпύΩ sets out a 25-year vision for 

Biodiversity in Scotland to deliver the Scottish element of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. It is being 

delivered through a programme of 3-yearly Biodiversity Implementation Plans, the next set covers the 

period 2008-2010. The Scottish Government, Scottish Natural Heritage, Local Authorities and 

Biodiversity Partnership members are involved in applying and delivering this plan/strategy. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Conservation of Seals Act 1970 

Under this act Scottish seals are provided with a degree of protection during their main moulting and 

breeding periods (known as 'close seasons'). For grey seals, the close season extends from September 1 

http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-1815
http://www.biodiv.org/default.aspx
http://www.biodiv.org/default.aspx
http://www.biodiv.org/default.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/environment/sbiiyh-00.asp
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to December 31, and for common seals, from June 1 to August 31. The Act also prohibits certain 

methods of taking or killing seals - poisons and inappropriate firearms. The Scottish Government and 

Scottish Natural Heritage are responsible for applying and delivering this Act.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Invasive Non-Native Species 

Under The Scottish Biodiversity Strategy, the Species Action Framework has been developed which is 

composed of a list of species that have been identified as the focus of action for five years from 2007.  

Wireweed is a marine invasive, non-native seaweed species that meets criterion 2 of the Species Action 

Framework because it poses a significant risk to marine biodiversity, primarily through competition 

with indigenous marine plant life. Although only very recently found in Scotland, it has spread rapidly 

elsewhere in the UK since it first appeared in 1973, and now seems to be doing so in south-west 

Scotland.  

Information on identifying invasive marine non-native species and how to report a sighting can be 

found on the Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) website www.snh.org.uk/wireweed and on the Marlin 

website: http://www.marlin.ac.uk/rml/ and http://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine_aliens/marine_aliens.htm.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Government National Planning Policy Guideline No. 14 Natural Heritage 2002 

This NPPG does the following and provides guidance for Local Authority Planners: 

 sets out national planning policy considerations in relation to Scotland's natural heritage;  

 summarises the main statutory obligations in relation to the conservation of natural heritage;  

 explains, as part of a wider framework for conservation and development, how natural 

heritage objectives should be reflected in development plans;  

 describes the role of the planning system in safeguarding sites of national and international 

importance;  

 provides guidance on the approach to be adopted in relation to local and non-statutory 

designations; and  

 draws attention to the importance of safeguarding and enhancing natural heritage beyond the 

confines of designated areas. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Marine/Coastal Litter Initiatives 

Several national marine litter initiatives are ongoing run by the following organisations whose weblinks 

are given for further information: 

National Aquatic Litter Group - http://www.nalg.org.uk/ 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/index.asp?pg=2 

Marine Conservation Society - http://www.mcsuk.org/mcsaction/pollution/introduction 

http://www.snh.org.uk/wireweed
http://www.marlin.ac.uk/rml/
http://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine_aliens/marine_aliens.htm
http://www.nalg.org.uk/
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/index.asp?pg=2
http://www.mcsuk.org/mcsaction/pollution/introduction
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KIMO Fishing for Litter - http://www.kimointernational.org/Fishing-for-Litter-.aspx 

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

Local Management 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan/Partnership/Officer 

The Argyll and Bute and Lochaber Local Biodiversity Action Plans form part of the UK Biodiversity 

Action Plan. They work on the basis of partnership to identify local priorities and to determine the 

contribution they can make to the delivery of the national Species and Habitat Action Plan targets. 

There are Local Biodiversity Officers based within Argyll & Bute Council and Highland Council.  

Informal/Formal              Formal 

Wildlife Crime Officer 

Wildlife Crime Officers are Police Officers with specialised knowledge of environmental and wildlife 

legislation and protection measures. They work in partnership with statutory and non-statutory bodies, 

investigate crimes against wildlife or the environment and try to prevent and reduce wildlife crime 

through education. Offences they will investigate include illegal trapping, shooting, snaring or 

poisoning of birds or animals; poaching of deer, game or fish; the collecting of wild birds' eggs; the 

introduction to the wild of non-indigenous species and illegal international trade in wildlife. They are 

particularly involved in Mull Eagle Watch in the Sound of Mull area.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Mull and Iona Ranger Service 

The service was established in September 1999 to offer residents and visitors an information service on 

all countryside matters such as walks, fishing, wildlife, cycling, access and camping. The ranger also 

undertakes visitor management, runs guided walks, talks and outdoor activities to raise awareness of 

ǘƘŜ aǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ LƻƴŀΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ The Forestry Commission, Scottish Natural Heritage, 

Mull and Iona Community Trust and involved in supporting the ranger service 

Informal/Formal Formal 

The Lismore Aquaculture and Fisheries Interaction Group  

The Lismore Aquaculture and Fisheries Interaction Group was established in 2004.  Initially it consisted 

of representatives of a number of fish farm companies operating in the vicinity of the Eileanan agus 

Sgeirean Lios mòr (the Isles and Skerries of Lismore) SAC, Scottish Natural Heritage, Sea Mammal 

Research Unit, The Scottish Government, Argyll and Bute Council, Scottish Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals and Strathclyde Police.   

More recently (December 2006) the Group was expanded to include representatives of local 

stakeholders with a commercial interest in seals including the Argyll Charter Boats Association, 

http://www.kimointernational.org/Fishing-for-Litter-.aspx
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Lochaber District Salmon Fisheries Board and Argyll District Salmon Fisheries Board.   

The purpose of the Lismore Seal SAC Aquaculture and Fisheries Interaction Group is to improve the 

level of understanding between those with a commercial and legal interest in seals and ensure that the 

Conservation Objectives of the Eileanan Agus Sgeirean Lios mòr (The Isles and Skerries of Lismore) SAC 

are met. 

To this end the group have negotiated an agreement for predator control at fish farms operating within 

the vicinity of the SAC. "Vicinity" of the SAC has been defined as 40-50 Km by the Sea Mammal 

Research Unit due to the wide distances covered by seals during foraging therefore farms in the Sound 

of Mull are included in the agreement.  Attendance of the group and adherence to the agreement is 

voluntary. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations Continuation and support for the group 

Common Skate Measures 

The common skate is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Species and the Sound of Mull and surroundings 

areas (Firth of Lorn, Loch Linnhe, West Mull) are considered to be one of the last areas in the UK with a 

significant common skate population, and hence is nationally important. The population supports 

angling boats in the area some of which undertake skate tagging.  

Common Skate tagging programme: started in 1975 and is run by the Science Department of Glasgow 

Museum. The tagging is all done voluntarily, by anglers and charter boat operators. Some of the 

information collected through the program has undergone initial analysis but for summer 2008 an MSc 

student has been employed to analyse all data collected to date to provide more information on the 

population, area utilisation, movements within the Sound of Mull and surrounding waters. The 

following have been involved in this initiative: Kelvingrove Museum of Glasgow, sea angling charter 

boats and anglers, SNH, SSMEI Sound of Mull Pilot, Local Biodiversity Partnership, Heriot-Watt 

University, The Shark Trust 

Fisheries Management: it was agreed in Brussels in December 2008 to ban the retention and mandate 

careful release of common skates by commercial fishers, in addition to three other species due to their 

conservation status.  

Informal/Formal Informal/Formal 

Recommendations  Need for improved understanding of the population and spatial 

distribution of common skate in the area (specific recommendations given 

in Thorburn, 2008); 

 AǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 

common skate population;  

 Encourage adoption of Common Skate Code of Conduct (Appendix 1); 
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 Inclusion as a species in the Argyll & Bute and Highland Local Biodiversity 

Action Plans  

Sea bird studies in the Sound of Mull 

To residents of Craignure and neighbouring parts of Mull, terns are familiar and abundant seabirds in 

the summer months. Yet along much of the coast of Argyll, terns are rarely seen or completely absent. 

This is because one of the largest colonies of Common Terns in the British Isles is on a small island in 

the middle of the Sound of Mull. In summer about 600-700 pairs of Common Terns breed here 

together with smaller numbers of Arctic Terns. In late summer the Sound of Mull is also a staging point 

for terns that have bred further north; you can then sometimes see spectacular flocks of several 

thousand terns that stay a day or so before moving on southwards.   

Since 1983 Clive Craik (Scottish Association for Marine Science, Oban) and Rob Lightfoot (Oban High 

School), together with their family members and many other ringers and helpers, have been ringing 

terns and other seabirds in the Sound of Mull. Many recoveries of Common Terns ringed here have 

come from the wintering area of the species in Senegal and neighbouring countries in west Africa. 

Sadly, children there kill terns in large numbers for sport, and many rings from terns all over Europe 

(including the Mull colony) have been found as jewellery in necklaces worn by children and young 

people in Senegal!  

Arctic Terns winter in Antarctica (an amazing migration for a small seabird), but few people live in that 

part of the world and there have been no recoveries there of Mull birds. The furthest recoveries of 

Arctic Terns ringed at this colony have been on the coast of South Africa, along their migration route.  

The group also ring other seabirds in the Sound of Mull including European Shag, Black Guillemot, 

Common Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull and Oystercatcher. Like terns, all these are long-

lived birds. Now, in 2008, some of the individuals ringed as chicks in the early 1980s are still alive and 

being recovered each year; indeed, it is likely that some birds ringed here will still be living after the 

ringers are dead. Several Herring Gulls ringed as chicks in the Sound of Mull or nearby have turned up 

ŀǎ ǇǊŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ aǳƭƭΩǎ {Ŝŀ 9ŀƎƭŜǎΦ     

Informal/Formal Informal 

Mink trapping 

Non-native American mink escaped from fur farms during the1950's and prey on ground nesting birds' 

eggs and young and other prey. Of particular concern are the impacts they have on populations of 

ground nesting birds prioritised under the EC Wild Birds Directive. Coastal and island locations within 

the Sound of Mull important for breeding seabirds and the SPA for common terns are at risk. 

Mink control has been in place in the south end of the Sound of Mull (both sides) since 1989, with the 

main purpose of protecting the large tern colony on Glas Eileanan which have been attacked by mink in 

the past. Despite this and previous irregular funding of mink trapping in the area in the past, mink are 
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still abundant on Mull.  

A new mink trapping program on the Isle of Mull was started in 2008 organised the Mull and Iona 

Ranger Service and supported by SNH. A mink trapping training weekend was run on Mull in March 

during which time a significant number of local volunteers were trained. The plan is to deploy 200 traps 

during 2008, many of which will be along the coastline of the Sound of Mull.  A similar program on the 

Western Isles has been successful in significantly reducing mink numbers. 

On the Highland side, there was a mink trapping project funded by SNH from 2008-2009 and run by the 

Sunart Oakwoods Initiative (SOI). The trapping was mainly centred around Loch Sunart and Loch Sheil 

with little being done along the Morvern Coast. It is hoped that the landowners who are involved with 

the scheme will be able to develop the project further through additional funding sources.  

The following groups have been involved in these initiatives: Mull & Iona Community Ranger Service, 

RSPB, SNH, Clive Craik (SAMS), SSMEI, local volunteers 

Informal/Formal Informal 

Recommendations Collaboration is required between the new Isle of Mull project coordinated by 

the Mull & Iona Ranger Service and trapping on going by Clive Craik of SAMS to 

avoid unnecessary duplication.  

Development of the Sunart Oakwoods Initiative is required i.e. funding, to 

assist in further development of mink trapping on Morvern.  

Traps should not be set from May - July inclusive on or near islands where 

Black Guillemots are breeding as the adult birds readily enter traps and can 

become trapped. 

Mull Eagle Watch 

Sea eagles use several areas along the Sound of Mull for breeding and feeding, which have been  

mapped and are available on the SSMEI Sound of Mull website: 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/planning/developmentprojects/marineandcoastaldevunit/ 

ssmeihp/informationresources/ssmeisommaps/ 

Mull Eagle Watch is partnership on Mull that co-operates to guard sea eagles from disturbance and egg 

thieves. The program has been extremely successful with no eggs being stolen and the vast majority of 

chicks fledging.  The following groups are involved: Locals, Wildlife Tour Operators, Strathclyde 

Police and RSPB  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Beaches and Marine Litter Project, The GRAB Trust 

The Group for Recycling in Argyll and Bute has a Beach and Marine Litter Officer whose role involves 

promoting the Seaside Awards, assisting and supporting community beach groups and schools, 

environmental education and awareness raising on marine litter and they also coordinate a beach 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/planning/developmentprojects/marineandcoastaldevunit/
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forum. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations Funding to support Beach Forum/Group 

Tobermory Beach Committee 

Beach area in Tobermory Bay is managed by the Beach Committee. It relies on donations from locals. A 

beach programme is now underway which includes cleaning and the addition of new sand. Skippers 

using the beach to maintain boats should remove all waste and litter. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

15. Cultural Heritage 

 

National Management 

Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas (Scotland) Act 1997 

Listed buildings satisfy set criteria which are used to distinguish the significance of their importance. 

The criteria by which quality and character under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 

(Scotland) Act 1997) are defined are age and rarity, architectural interest and close historical 

association. Historic Scotland and Local Authorities are involved in the consideration of these features 

as part of the planning process and for developments of the buildings or in their vicinity. Buildings are 

assigned to a category according to their relative importance. All listed buildings receive equal legal 

protection, and protection applies equally to the interior and exterior of all listed buildings regardless 

of category. 

Category A - buildings of national or international importance, either architectural or historic, or fine 

little-altered examples of some particular period, style or building type.  

Category B - buildings of regional or more than local importance, or major examples of some particular 

period, style or building type which may have been altered.  

Category C(S) - buildings of local importance, lesser examples of any period, style, or building type, as 

originally constructed or moderately altered; and simple traditional buildings . 

There are various Listed Buildings along the coastline of the Sound of Mull. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

This act legislates to protect the archaeological heritage of the Great Britain. It defines sites that 

warrant protection due to them being of national importance as 'ancient monuments'. These can be 

ŜƛǘƘŜǊ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ Ψŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ of 

State is of public interest by reason of the historic, architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘΩΦ hǾŜǊ нслΣллл ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
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marine sites are recorded in Scotland, of which around 8,000 of the most important examples are 

presently scheduled. Historic Scotland and Local Authorities are involved in the consideration of these 

features as part of the planning process and for developments of the buildings or in their vicinity. There 

are various scheduled monuments along the coastline of the Sound of Mull. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

These gardens and landscapes are classed as valuable assets at national, regional and/or local level. 

There are currently approximately 330 sites, and one, Torosay Castle, is located within the Sound of 

Mull. Gardens and designed landscapes are assessed on the following common values: Work of Art; 

Historical; Horticultural, Arboricultural and Silvicultural; Architectural; Scenic; Nature Conservation; 

Archaeological. Historic Scotland, Local Authorities and sometimes SNH are involved in the 

consideration of these features as part of the planning process and for developments of the buildings 

or in their vicinity. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 

There are two wreck sites within the SSMEI Sound of Mull pilot area designated under the Protection 

of Wrecks Act 1973. These are The Swan at Duart Point and HMS Dartmouth at Eilean Rubha an Ridire. 

The protected areas around the wrecks extend to a 50m radius for HMS Dartmouth and 75m radius for 

the Swan. The Protection of Wrecks Act makes it a criminal offence to do any of the following in a 

protected area without a license granted by the Scottish Ministers: 

 tamper with, damage or remove any part of a vessel lying wrecked on or in the seabed or any object 

formerly contained in such a vessel;  

 carry out diving or salvage operations directed to the exploration of any wreck or to removing 

objects from it or from the seabed, or use of equipment constructed or adapted for any purpose of 

diving or salvage operations.    

 deposit anything including anchors and fishing gear which, if it were to fall on the site, would 

obliterate, obstruct access to, or damage any part of the site; and  

 to cause or permit any of the above activities to be carried out by others, without a license, in a 

restricted area. 

The designation and consideration of Protected Wreck sites as part of developments is considered by 

Historic Scotland. Protected Wreck sites can only be dived with a visitor licence which can be obtained 

from Lochaline Dive Centre who is the designated body by Historic Scotland. Dive centre staff will 

accompany on any charter or private boat that wishes to dive either site. They also offer guided trips of 

The Swan, including a visit to Duart Castle. 

Informal/Formal Formal 
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Scottish Government National Planning Policy Guideline No. 18 Planning and the Historic 

Environment 1999 

This NPPG does the following and provides guidance for Local Authority Planners: 

 outlines national policy on the historic environment which local authorities should consider in 

formulating and assessing development proposals;  

 explains how the protection of the historic environment and the promotion of opportunities 

for change can contribute to sustainable development;  

 identifies a range of planning action designed to achieve conservation objectives, including 

implications for development plans and development control 

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

Local Management 

Morvern Maritime Centre 

A voluntary group that have conducted surveys including the wreck of The Swan at Duart Point; boat 

houses and fish traps in the Sound of Mull and surrounding areas. Lochaline Dive Centre and Historic 

Scotland have been the main parties involved but the project has included the use of aerial surveys 

with the assistance of the Royal Commission. Information is fed back to Historic Scotland and the Royal 

Commission (Ancient and Historical Monuments). 

Informal/Formal Informal 

Sound of Mull Archaeological Project (SOMAP) 

SOMAP is a long-running project, based at Lochaline Dive Centre in conjunction with St Andrews 

University, Historic Scotland and volunteer divers. It provides an opportunity for participants to record 

the underwater heritage in Sound of Mull. It provides participants with an opportunity to get involved 

with current methods of maritime archaeological assessment and evaluation whilst fulfilling the 

objectives of SOMAP: 

 to catalogue the ship losses, known wrecks, scattered finds, and historical information related 

to the underwater heritage of the Sound of Mull;  

 to undertake surveys of selected shipwrecks for the purposes of archaeological research, and 

to enable monitoring of the condition of these wrecks in the future;  

 to fulfil the role of Licensee (local guardian) with respect of the Designated Historic Wrecks in 

the Sound of the Swan and Dartmouth.  

 to promote the importance of conserving the underwater heritage to visiting divers and to 

local business interests.  

The results from SOMAP are passed on to the National Monuments Record. In 2006 a number of 

targets identified from existing sonar datasets collected in the Sound of Mull during 2003 by the Sound 
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of Mull mapping consortium were chosen as the subject of further remote and insitu survey. The Shuna 

was also the subject diver based surveys by participants. It is planned to repeat this exercise for other 

sites in 2008 and beyond. 

Informal/Formal Informal 

Recommendations Continuation and support for project 

 

16. Water Quality and Pollution 

International Management 

OSPAR Convention  

The Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic is the current 

legislative instrument regulating international cooperation on marine environmental protection in the 

North-East Atlantic. It combines and up-dates the 1972 Oslo Convention on dumping waste at sea and 

the 1974 Paris Convention on land-based sources of marine pollution. The OSPAR convention regulates 

European standards on marine biodiversity, eutrophication, the release of hazardous and radioactive 

substances into the seas, the offshore oil and gas industry and baseline monitoring of environmental 

conditions. Work carried out under the convention is managed by the OSPAR Commission. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping wastes and other matter 1972 

Aims to prevent the deliberate disposal at sea of wastes or other matter from vessels, aircraft, 

platforms or other man-made structure, as well as the deliberate disposal of these vessels or platforms 

themselves.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Dangerous Substances Directive (76/464/EEC) 

Aims to eliminate pollution through the discharge to the aquatic environment of various dangerous 

substances listed. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Integrated pollution prevention and control Directive (96/61/EC) 

Aims to prevent, reduce and eliminate pollution from industrial activities to achieve a high level of 

protection of the environment by giving priority to intervention at source and ensuring prudent 

management of natural resources.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Nitrates Directive (91/67/EEC) 

Aims to reduce water pollution caused or induced by nitrates from agricultural sources 

Informal/Formal Formal 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1972
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1974
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eutrophication
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radioactive_decay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Sea_oil
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Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC) 

Aims to protect the environment from the adverse effects of sewage discharges 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

Aims to achieve good ecological status of water bodies by 2015 and to prevent further deterioration 

protect and enhance status of aquatic ecosystems and associated wetlands. The Directive establishes a 

new legal framework for the protection, improvement and sustainable use of surface waters, 

transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater across Europe to: 

 Prevent deterioration and enhance status of aquatic ecosystems, including groundwater; 

 Promote sustainable water use; 

 Reduce pollution; and 

 Contribute to the mitigation of floods and drought 

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

National Management 

Environment Act 1995 

Established the Scottish Environment Protection Agency and allows the control of pollution and assists 

in the protection, management and conservation of the environment (including marine and aquatic 

aspects).  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Environmental Protection Act 1990 

Aims to control pollution arising from industrial and other processes. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 

Provisions for implementing Directive 96/61/EC (Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control). 

Regulating industrial and commercial activities which may cause environmental pollution and to 

prevent and control emissions that are capable of causing any pollution.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Pollution Prevention and Control (Scotland) Regulations 2000 

Lay out the detailed PPC regime under the Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Urban Waste Water Treatment (Scotland) Regulations 1994 and Amendment Regulations 2003 

Ensures that all cities and towns are provided with collection systems and treatment plants for their 

urban waste water. 
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Informal/Formal Formal 

Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 

This act transposes the Water Framework Directive into Scottish Law. The aim of the act is to protect 

and restore the water environment whilst also protecting the social and economic interests of those 

who depend on it. It sets out the framework for the River Basin Management Planning process, 

provides enabling powers to create regulations, implement the regulatory regimes and a monitoring 

strategy. SEPA is delivering this under a number of key work areas:- 

 Regulatory regimes: required to control activities not previously regulated in Scotland, to 

ensure that WFD objectives are met. They cover abstractions, impoundments, and engineering 

works as well as a new control regime for point source discharges to replace the existing 

Control of Pollution Action (CoPA) Act 1974.   

 River Basin Characterisation: results from environmental pressures and impacts analysis (to  

identify those water bodies that are at risk of failing  environmental objectives set out in the 

Directive) and the economic characterisation (links economic activity with the environmental 

ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘύ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ {9t!Ωǎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 

where improvement action is needed. 

 River Basin Management Planning: each River Basin District must have a River Basin 

Management Plan (RBMP). These plans will set out, the environmental objectives for all water 

bodies, present a programme actions to achieve these objectives and the monitoring 

programmes set up to assess progress. 

 Monitoring and Classification: the classification system covers all surface water and 

groundwater bodies, and is based on a new Ecological Classification system.   

Informal/Formal Formal 

Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2005 (CAR) 

Under these regulations the following activities are controlled and regulated by means of a CAR 

authorisation issued by SEPA:  

 abstractions from surface and groundwater;  

 impoundments of rivers, lochs, wetlands and transitional waters;  

 groundwater recharge;  

 engineering in rivers, lochs and wetlands;  

 engineering activities in the vicinity of rivers, lochs and wetland which are likely to have a 

significant adverse impact upon the water environment;  

 activities liable to cause pollution;  

 direct or indirect discharge of List I substances to groundwater; and  

 any other activities which directly or indirectly is liable to cause a significant adverse impact 

http://www.sepa.org.uk/groundwater/legislation/water_framework.htm
http://www.sepa.org.uk/wfd/character/index.htm
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upon the water environment. 

Authorised discharges/activities are also monitored. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

17. Shipping, Transport and Navigation 

International Management 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973 (MARPOL 73/78) 

Applies to all vessels, including pleasure vessels. Aims to prevent pollution of the marine environment 

by ships from operational or accidental causes. It is composed of 6 annexes that cover oil, noxious 

liquid substances, harmful substances, sewage, rubbish and air pollution.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Convention of the Control of Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships 

Prohibits and/or restricts the use of harmful anti-fouling systems on ships 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Shipments of Waste (EU Regulation 1013/2006) 

Lays out the control system international transfers of wastes, classified as red and green, including 

some outright prohibitions and exemptions.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS) 1972 

These regulations are published by the International Maritime Organization and set out the "rules of 

the road" to be followed by ships and other vessels at sea. COLREGS can also refer to the specific 

political line that divides inland waterways (subject to one set of navigation rules) and coastal 

waterways (subject to international navigation rules). Although rules for navigating vessels inland may 

differ, the international rules specify that they should be as closely in line with the international rules 

as possible. In mainland Europe, "CEVNI" (European Code for Vessels Navigating Inland) apply. The 

Racing Rules of Sailing, which govern the conduct of yacht and dinghy racing, are based on the 

COLREGS, but differ in some important matters such as overtaking and right of way close to turning 

marks. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code) 

The ISPS code deals with the interaction (from a security standpoint) between ship and shore. The ISPS 

Code is part of SOLAS so compliance is mandatory for the 148 Contracting Parties to the International 

Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea. Any vessel engaged in international shipping and domestic 

shipping over a certain size, are obliged to have in place a security plan detailing what measures they 
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have to take when prompted by the Government due to increased security risk. This may have an 

impact on berthing, vessel interaction etc. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

National Management 

Merchant Shipping Notices, Guidance Notes and Information Notes 

A full list of Merchant Shipping Notices (detail  mandatory information that must be complied with 

under UK legislation), Marine Guidance Notes (give advice and guidance relating to the improvement 

of the safety of shipping and of life at sea, and to prevent or minimise pollution from shipping) and 

Marine Information Notes (for more limited audiences  e.g. training establishments or equipment 

manufacturers, or contain information which will only be of use for a short period of time) are available 

from the MCA website: http://www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/mcga07-home/shipsandcargoes/mcga-

shipsregsandguidance/ 

Examples include: 

 Merchant Shipping Act 1995: Covers various aspects of shipping within the UK including: 

Registration of vessels; Masters and seamen; Safety; Fishing vessels; Pollution; Lighthouse; 

Salvage & wrecks 

 Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution) (Limits) Regulations 1996: Controls operational 

pollution of discharge oil 

 Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution by Garbage) Regulations 1998: sets out what 

garbage can be thrown over the side and where under MARPOL Annex V regulations.  

 Merchant Shipping and Maritime Security Act 1997: brings together the provisions of previous 

merchant shipping legislation and is an amendment of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995. It 

provides powers to deal with emergencies at sea; maritime safety; liability and compensation; 

maritime security; oil and other pollution from ships; to introduce regulations implementing 

provisions of international treaties (in particular MARPOL 73/78);  to regulate ship-to-ship 

transfers of potentially polluting material; to require port and harbour authorities to provide 

waste reception facilities, prepare waste management plans and oil spill contingency plans and 

to establish temporary exclusion zones for stricken vessels where there is a danger of 

significant pollution of UK waters. The competent authority for its enforcement in Scotland is 

the Scottish Government.   

 Merchant Shipping (Port Waste Reception Facilities) Regulations 1997 (Revoked) and Merchant 

Shipping (Port Waste Reception Facilities) Regulations 2003: All ports are required to have a 

waste management plan to deal with waste materials from ships. Ships must notify 

ports/terminals in advance of arrival of the waste on board and to deliver waste to reception 

http://www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/mcga07-home/shipsandcargoes/mcga-shipsregsandguidance/
http://www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/mcga07-home/shipsandcargoes/mcga-shipsregsandguidance/
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facilities before leaving port. Where a vessel says it is not going to discharge its waste in a port, 

it must demonstrate that it has capacity to carry the waste, plus any generated during the 

voyage, to its next port of call.  

 Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Health and Safety at Work) Regulations 1997: applies 

to crew employed on UK vessels 

 Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Medical Stores) Regulations 1995: applies to crew 

employed on UK vessels 

 Merchant Shipping (Fire Protection: Large Ships) Regulations 1998: applies to UK vessels over 

500 tonnes 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Maritime and Coastguard Authority 

wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪ 

to prevent the loss of lives at the coast and at sea, to ensure that ships are safe, and to prevent coastal 

pollution. However, where incidents do occur they intervene to try and minimise impact. Their work 

includes the following: 

 Working at sea ς training, certification and guidance; medical certification and guidance; health 

and safety requirements and guidance; regulations and guidance for commercial vessels e.g. 

fishing vessels; enforcement 

 Leisure ς guidance on marine and coastal activities; pleasure boat regulations; enforcement 

 Ships and cargoes ς UK and international shipping regulations, enforcement and guidance; 

surveys and inspections; safety 

 Emergency response ς coordination of search and rescue through the Coastguard; pollution 

response e.g. National Contingency Plan for Marine Pollution; Receiver of Wreck 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Northern Lighthouse Board 

Manage all lighthouses, buoys and beacons throughout Scotland and the adjacent seas and islands and 

the Isle of Man under the Merchant Shipping Act 1995. They have various powers and responsibilities 

in connection with the provision, maintenance, alteration, inspection and control of lighthouses, buoys 

and beacons, and have wreck removal powers under Section 253 of the Act. The Northern Lighthouse 

Board are also required to inspect all aids to navigation within these areas, including Local Lighthouse 

Authority, Offshore Oil and Aquaculture aids to ensure they meet the required standards.  

Informal/Formal Formal 
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Local Management 

Oil Spill Response Plans 

There are various oil spill response plans covering the marine and intertidal areas of the Sound of Mull 

as well as the vessels/companies using the area. Various bodies are involved in the Sound of Mull area 

e.g. Argyll and Bute Council, Highland Council, MCA, Coastguard, SNH, SEPA, Briggs, Strathclyde Police, 

Gleaner Fuels, Caledonian MacBrayne, Glensanda Quarry, other private vessels. The jurisdiction of the 

various statutory bodies in Scotland depends on where the spill is located: 

Authority HWS LWS 1nm 3nm 6nm 12nm 200nm 

Harbour 

Authority  

All operations within 

harbour limits 

      

Local Authority Oil spill response 

outside harbour limits 

      

MCA Oil spill response ς 

monitor % advise 

      

Coastguard Search and rescue       

SNH/JNCC Conservation of 

Natural Heritage 

     JNCC 

only 

Scottish Gov 

Environment 

Directorate 

Protection of marine 

environment & 

fisheries 

      

SEPA Water quality       

HMC & E Import duty       

 

Marine Environment 

 Overall control of any incidents at sea is dealt with by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) 

who enact the National Contingency Plan.  

 The MCA Marine Response Centre coordinates the at sea response, via an appropriate Coastguard 

centre, their Salvage Control Unit are involved if salvage of the vessel is required.  

 The MCA assume control of any incident considered to be out with the individual response of 

private contractors, offshore operators or those responsible for the incident.   

 

Shoreline environment 

 Dealing with oil pollution that comes ashore is the task of the Shoreline Response Centre (SRC) 

which is managed and coordinated by the appropriate local authority.  
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 Both Highland and Argyll and Bute Council have prepared shoreline protection plans for oil spills 

which provide guidance on local response to incidents in line with the National Contingency Plan. 

The Argyll and Bute Council plan  (sections relevant to the Sound of Mull) is available from: 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/planning/developmentprojects/ 

marineandcoastaldevunit/ssmeihp/documentdownloads/ 

The Highland Council plan is available from: 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourenvironment/emergencies/emergencyplanning/coastaloilpolluti

onplan 

 These local plans also clarify the arrangements for multiagency responses and are intended to be 

used by the local authority, government agencies, environmental authorities and port and harbour 

authorities when responding to a spill.  

 They include assessments of the hazards created, ecological impacts, socio-economic impacts, 

initial response, control and coordination of shoreline cleanup, cetacean and bird treatment, 

booming, dispersant, waste management, health and safety, public relations and financial 

arrangement. 

 

Notification Procedure for Shoreline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Observer of the incident contacts Coastguard  

Provide information on nature of incident (collision, loss of containment), type, size, name of 

ship, location, weather, sea state/tidal conditions, any measures being undertaken 

Coastguard contacts ship to ascertain details if 

not ship that has made contact. 

Contact Highland/Argyll & Bute Council Emergency 

Planning Centre 

Shoreline Response 

Centre team Initiated 

 

Council Oil Pollution Officer ς 

consultation to determine 

appropriate response 

Public relations 

 

Coastguard contacts 
Scottish Government 

SNH, SEPA 
Police, etc 

 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/planning/developmentprojects/%20marineandcoastaldevunit/
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/planning/developmentprojects/%20marineandcoastaldevunit/
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Procedure for Ferry Ports 

 Ports and Harbours dealing with tankers over 150 gross registered tonnes (grt) or ships over 400 

grt to produce an oil spill contingency plans.  

 Argyll and Bute CouncilΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ their port at Craignure and Caledonian aŀŎ.ǊŀȅƴŜΩǎ plan 

covers their ports at Tobermory, Fishnish, and Lochaline within the project area. There are various 

response level tiers (1-3) depending on the amount of oil spilt and if it is being contained within 

the port/harbour area.  

 Notification procedures for the ports in the project area and the equipment held at the ferry ports 

are summarised in Appendices 2 and 3.    

Additional equipment 

 Glensanda Quarry hold booms, oil pollution incident equipment and so could assist with spills in 

the vicinity e.g. the Sound of Mull.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations  Greater awareness raising required of procedures to follow in the event of 

a  spill and the location of equipment 

 Highlight/summarise procedures to be undertaken in the event of a spill 

  Conduct mock exercises more frequently 

Sound of Mull Transport Group 

The Sound of Mull Transport Group is a limited company local social enterprise set up provide a 

passenger ferry service between Laga, Drimnin and Tobermory. The service originated in around 

1996/7 from the Kilchoan Ferry Action Group who requested a service to take secondary school pupils 

to school in Tobermory in the winter months. This was supported by Highland and Argyll and Bute 

Councils. It was initially a pilot but they received funding to continue and extended it to include the 

Tobermory to Drimnin service. The Tobermory to Kilchoan ferry is now run by Caledonian MacBrayne 

but the Laga-Tobermory-Drimnin service is still run by the group. It is a vital lifeline for communities at 

Drimnin and Loch Sunart for shopping, high school children, visitors, workers and general trade. It runs 

96 days per year on a fixed timetable and is subsidised by the Scottish Government, Argyll and Bute 

Council, Highland Council and High Trans.   

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations  Potential to extend this ferry service and pilot fast, passenger services 

between Morvern, Ardnamurchan, Mull, Coll/Tiree and Oban. 

Yeoman Aggregate Industries - Glensanda Creel Agreement  

Currently only in the Firth of Lorn if gear lost due to the passing of a Yeoman Aggregate Industries 

vessel from Glensanda quarry then may be possible to receive compensation from company.  

Informal/Formal Informal 
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Recommendations Potential for establishing an agreement in Sound of Mull if the need arises 

Yeoman Aggregate Industries - Glensanda Quarry Vessel Protocols 

Vessels for Glensanda Quarry broadcast over the radio on channel VHF 16 before entering the Sound of 

Mull at either end to alert other mariners as to their restricted manoeuvrability. 

Vessels change ballast in open sea e.g. North Sea rather than in coastal waters to reduce transmission 

of non-native species and pathogens. Practice of changing ballast in open sea for vessels chartered by 

Glensanda, e.g. North Sea when coming from Europe. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Large Vessel Protocols/Practice  

Covers vessels such as Caledonian MacBrayne ferries (CalMac), vessels for Glensanda quarry, cargo 

vessels etc.  

All companies normally have an environmental policy, e.g. Glensanda and CalMac which can include 

the following elements committing them and their staff to safety and environmental 

guidance/regulations/legislation. They aim to ensure that:  

 All relevant environmental legislation and regulation and other requirements and standards to 

which they subscribe are compiled with. 

 All wasted generated are disposed of in accordance with legislation 

 Wherever possible, waste materials will be recycled and re-used (additionally their vessels 

have signage telling customers not to dispose of litter over the side of the vessel). 

 The environmental performance of the Company will be under continuous review to ensure 

ongoing improvement and prevention of any unnecessary impact on the environment. 

 Employees will undergo necessary training to encourage environmental awareness 

 Comply with all relevant safety regulations regarding safe working practices and protection of 

the marine environment 

 Operate an approved management system which complies with the requirements of ISO 9002, 

ISO 14001 and the International Maritime Organisation Code for the Safe operation of Ships 

and for Pollution Prevention. 

Additionally companies have vessel pollution plans which are developed for UK companies in 

conjunction with the MCA. The company may also have an Ocean Plan for their vessels or the vessels 

they charter.  

Informal/Formal Formal 
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18. Infrastructure 

International Management 

Assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA Directive) 

(85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC) 

This requires that plans or projects likely to have significant effect on the environment should undergo 

an environmental assessment.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

National Management 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations  

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999 (SSI 1999/1) as amended 

implement the Council Directives (85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC) on the Assessment of the effects of 

certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA Directive). Under the Regulations an 

assessment of the environmental impact of an infrastructure project e.g. harbours, jetties, marinas, 

may have to be undertaken.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 

Under this act planning permission is required from the local authority for piers, jetties, slipways, 

marinas etc that join the land above mean low water springs. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Government Transport Division ς Coast Protection Act 1949 Section 34 Consent 

Under Section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, written consent from Scottish Ministers is 

required if any person or organisation intends to carry out any of the following around the coast of 

Scotland and if the works, either while being carried out or subsequently, could cause an obstruction 

or danger to navigation: 

 the construction, alteration or improvement of any works on, under or over any part of the 

seashore lying below the level of mean high water springs; 

 the deposit of any object or materials on any part of the seashore lying below the level of 

mean high water springs; or 

 the removal of any object or materials from the seashore below the level of mean low water 

springs, e.g. the dredging of minerals,  

Scottish Government officials consult with the following organisations on navigation matters: 

 Maritime and Coastguard Agency - advises on maritime safety policy around the coast of  

Scotland; 
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 Northern Lighthouse Board - advises on aids to navigation around the coast of Scotland; 

 Royal Yachting Association Scotland - advises on recreational navigational safety;  

 Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency - advises on local fishing policy. 

Scottish Ministers will also consider the impact a proposal will have on the local habitat with regard 

to the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c) Regulations 1994. 

The issuing of Section 34 consent does no more than indicate that the impact on navigation and on 

the local habitat within the development area has been considered.  Developments may only be 

undertaken in accordance with any conditions laid down in the consent.  The consent does not give 

the applicant exclusive rights to the area applied for, or prevent other individuals or organisations 

from applying for consent in the same location.  Also, it does not extinguish existing rights of 

navigation in a given area.   

Informal/Formal Formal 

Crown Estate Lease 

Pontoons, moorings, piers and jetties that occupy part of the seabed require a lease from the Crown 

Estate 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 (FEPA) 

Aims to protect the marine ecosystem and human health through the control of the deposit of 

articles or materials in the sea or on the sea bed including tidal waters. It replaced the Dumping At 

Sea Act 1974. FEPA applies throughout UK controlled waters from the tidal limit of Mean High Water 

Spring tides. A FEPA consent is required for developments such as new harbours and marinas, piers, 

pontoons, jetties, outfalls, energy generation structures e.g. wind farms, flood defences and land 

reclamation. Applications for a FEPA consent are assessed and are issued on behalf of Scottish 

Ministers by the Fisheries Research Service.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

Local Management 

Tobermory Harbour Association (THA) and Tobermory Bay 

Founded in 1983 the Tobermory Harbour Association is a community owned company. There are 4 

staff involved in the day to day running (project officer, admin officer, mooring officer and relief 

ƳƻƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ aǳƭƭ CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

Community Council, RNLI, Caledonian MacBrayne, Fish farmers, Transport operators, and 

representatives of local hotels/shops. The THA owns, manages, and maintains on behalf of the 

community many of the facilities within Tobermory Harbour including the following: 
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 THA Offices ς these are to be completed in 2008. This will incorporate toilets, showers, 

laundry, visitor centre, meeting room, offices, storage garage for the Coastguard equipment 

and a diving compressor. 

 Pontoon - managed by the THA Mooring Officer. It provides alongside berthing and direct 

access to the town of at any state of the tide. Funded in conjunction with The Crown Estate 

 Moorings ς the THA hold the exclusive right to lay and maintain the moorings within 

Tobermory Harbour, with the only exceptions being the RNLI and CalMac ferry moorings. 

Applications to lease a mooring go to the THA project officer.  There are 30 Visitor Moorings 

for hire.  

 Anchoring area: a free area, on the south side of the Harbour 

which is maintained by the THA to keep the seabed free from static gear and illegal moorings.  

 Slipways - maintenance of Beach slip to facilitate access to the beach for the purpose of 

cleaning and depositing new sand; and Ledaig slipway at boat park 

 Boat park at Ledaig - landscaped, maintained and managed by the THA. The boat park 

provides the following facilities ς water, electricity, diesel, refuse bins, access to pontoon, 

slipway, and boat storage.    

 

The following rules/good practice apply within the THA/Tobermory Bay area: 

 Do not anchor in the fairway (gives access to ƳƻƻǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ ǇƛŜǊύ 

 Please keep your speed and wash to a minimum (maximum speed in the bay is 4 knots) 

 Priority is always given to boats requiring fuel, day or night.  

 The Charter Boat Berth, marked with signs, is for local Charter Boats.  

 Shallow draft boats should berth inshore. 

 Tie-up to the mooring chain and not to the yellow pick-up buoys. 

 Only one vessel may use a mooring at any one time. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ tƛŜǊΣ ¢ƻōŜǊƳƻǊȅ 

Built in 1814, for the British Fisheries Society and with advice from Thomas Telford. 

Now owned, maintained and managed by Tobermory Fishermen's Association. Provides alongside 

berthing for local fishing boats, and by arrangement with the Fishermen's Association for other boats 

and visiting fishing vessels. Fish, shellfish and cargo landing by arrangement. Water and electricity is 

available to members and to visitors hiring a berth on the pier. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations  bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ ǇƛŜǊ ς a deep 

water landing facility (pier) within harbour that can be accessed 
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by vivier lorries. Would be beneficial to boats in proximity to 

Sound, Coll and Tiree (creel fishing boats frequently use 

Tobermory). 

Mooring Associations 

Lochaline and Salen both have associations to manage the mooring areas in these locations. They are 

composed of local boat owners who have grouped together to form an association because of the 

benefits it can provide in terms of cost savings compared to applying for individual moorings, it 

ensures there is space for more moorings if demand increases and provides a body to represent their 

interests should the need arise. Members generally assist each other with applying for necessary 

leases and consents, paying the fees required; laying, maintaining and policing mooring; launching and 

recovering boats; making arrangements for storage. Mooring areas for associations are granted by 

The Crown Estate.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations  There are a lack of visitor moorings at Lochaline, Salen and Craignure 

due to a lack of funding to maintain old Council visitor moorings and 

liability issues. This meant that these old moorings were removed.  

 Support/encouragement of visitor mooring development within the 

Sound.  

Fishnish Slipway 

Agreement between Scottish Sea Farms and Caledonian MacBrayne for SSF vessels to use slipway at 

Fishnish for bringing ashore feed and for accessing vessels to service farms.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

19. Recreation & Tourism 

 

International Management 

See Shipping, Transport and Navigation for further details 

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea - SOLAS V for Pleasure Craft 

If involved a vessel is involved in a boating accident and they cannot be shown to have applied the 

principles under SOLAS V they can be prosecuted. It covers the following: 

 Voyage planning ς prior planning of trip taking account of weather, tides, limitations of 

vessel, crew, navigational dangers, contingency plan and information ashore 

 Access to an illustrated table of recognised life saving signals 

 Assistance to other craft ς let other vessels and Coastguard know of anything that could 

cause serious hazard to navigation; respond to any distress signal and help any person as best 
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possible 

 Misuse of distress signals.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Merchant Shipping (Life Saving Appliances for Ships other than ships of classes III to VI(A)) 

Regulations 1999 and the Merchant Shipping  (Fire Protection: Small ships) Regulations 1998 

Pleasure craft less than 13.7m not covered by any statutory requirements for life savings or fire 

fighting equipment. Vessels at 13.7m or over (Class XII) are required to comply with the Merchant 

Shipping (Life Saving Appliances for Ships other than ships of classes III to VI(A)) Regulations 1999 and 

the Merchant Shipping  (Fire Protection: Small ships) Regulations 1998. Alternatively, vessels may 

comply with the general exemption issued to these regulations on the 12th September 2007 and the 

defined equipment standards.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

National Management 

Maritime and Coastguard Authority Codes of Practice  

UK vessels in commercial use, up to 24 metres in length and which go to sea carrying no more than 

12 passengers and/or cargo, need to comply with the new harmonised MCA Code of Practice covered 

under Marine Guidance Note 280. The code covers: workboats, small commercial sailing vessels, 

small commercial motor vessels and vessels operating from a nominated departure point.  

Previous codes, now superseded, were: 

 Yellow Code: The safety of Small Commercial Motor Vessels  

 Blue Code: The Safety of Small Commercial Sailing Vessels  

 Brown Code: The Safety of Small Workboats and Pilot Boats  

 Red Code: The Safety of Small Vessels in Commercial Use for Sport or Pleasure Operating 

from a Nominated Departure Point  

The new code draws together in one publication a rationalisation of the existing requirements 

contained in the previous four separate codes. Further information is available from: 

www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/mgn_280.pdf  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Coastguard Voluntary Safety Identification Scheme (CG66) 

A database system which holds detailed information on vessels including name; type of vessel; size 

and colour; radio and navigation equipment carried; lifesaving equipment carried; usual area of 

operation and mooring; and details of a shore contact. Vessel owners can sign up to the scheme for 

free and information is held for access by Coastguard stations. In an emergency situation the skipper 

need only contact the Coastguard and pass on the name of your vessels, position, nature of the 
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problem, assistance required and number of persons on board. The Coastguard can then obtain the 

remainder of the information needed from the database. This provides the Coastguard with valuable 

additional information should search and rescue action become necessary. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Outdoor Access Code 

tǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

management of land and water. The complete version is available at: http://www.outdooraccess-

scotland.com. Local Authorities and SNH are involved in enforcing the SOAC and legislation. 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code  

The Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code is designed for all those who watch marine wildlife 

around Scotland both recreationally or commercially. It is available from: 

http://www. marinecode.org/. It was developed by SNH in conjunction with recreational users, 

general public, charter boat and land based tour operators to whom it applies. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻŘŜΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 

are to: 

 Minimise the risk to marine wildlife from encounters with people 

 Provide information about marine wildlife in Scotland, human activities likely to affect 

different types of animals and how to recognise the signs of disturbance 

 Offer specific guidance on how to view marine wildlife with minimum disturbance 

 Provide an overarching framework from which more detailed user codes or management 

measures can be developed for local issues. 

The code is made up of two parts: 

 The Code of Conduct ς comprises a set of broad principles followed by three user codes 

based on how wildlife is being watched ς on the coast (walkers, vehicles), on the sea (boats, 

kayak, jet skis) and in the sea (swimmers, divers, snorkelers) 

 The Guide to Best Practice for Watching Marine Wildlife ς provides more information on 

{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǿulnerability to different forms of disturbance, and sensitive 

times and places. It also includes detailed guidance on responsible watching behaviour.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Recommendations  Greater awareness raising of code of conduct required particularly 

amongst recreational users e.g. divers, kayakers, power boats, sailing. 

 Leaflet distribution/signage and awareness raising required like Access 

Code.  

 This needs to be tackled both at a Scottish scale but also locally. 

http://www.outdooraccess-scotland.com/
http://www.outdooraccess-scotland.com/
http://www.marinecode.org/
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Wild Scotland and Best Practice Guidelines  

Wild Scotland is an association of Scottish wildlife and nature tourism operators, and some operators 

working within the Sound of Mull area are members including About Mull Wildlife Tours, Discover 

Mull, Hebridean Adventures, Isle of Mull Wildlife and Birdwatch Safaris, Isle of Mull Expeditions, Mull 

Eagle Watch, Northern Light Charters and Sea Life Surveys.  

It is a not-for-profit organisation that aims to promote Scottish wildlife and nature tourism; raise 

awareness of opportunities and issues relating to and affecting sustainable wildlife watching; ensure 

standards and best practice by identifying and promoting best practice and establishing and/or 

adopting appropriate codes of conducts and standards; provide networking opportunities; represent 

the interests of its members to Government, public agencies and other organisations. 

It has three sets of Best Practice guidelines of relevance to the Sound of Mull that its members follow 

(further information from www.wild-scotland.co.uk/wsbp.aspx): 

 Watching Wildlife By Boat 

 Watching Wildlife By Vehicle 

 Watching Wildlife By Foot 

Wild Scotland also runs training courses on guiding skills and marine wildlife tourism in partnership 

with Leave no Trace, Scottish Tourist Guide Training and WiSE (Wildlife Safe Accreditation Scheme). 

Informal/Formal         Formal 

Recommendations  Adoption of codes of conduct by other operators not currently members 

Scottish Canoe Association ς Paddlers Access Code 

The Scottish Canoe Association is recognised as the governing body of canoe/kayak sport and 

recreation in Scotland. The access code is available at: 

http://canoescotland.com/downloads/access/access%20code%20leaflet.pdf 

Informal/Formal         Formal 

Green Blue Environmental Initiative 

The Green Blue is an environmental awareness initiative by the British Marine Federation and the 

Royal Yachting Association. It aims to educate and inform the recreation boating community about 

their environmental impacts, emphasising how these can be minimised. Guidance notes are available 

from http://www.thegreenblue.org.uk 

Informal/Formal         Formal 

British Sub-Aqua Club Dive Code of Conduct 

There is a local BSAC club (Dalriada Diving) within the area and many of the divers visiting the Sound 

of Mull are BSAC members. BSAC have a dive code of conduct which describes best practice and this 

also includes their wrecks code of practice for wreck divers. It is available from 

http://www.bsac.org/page/129/divers-code.htm. It should be followed by all divers visiting sites 

http://www.wild-scotland.co.uk/wsbp.aspx
http://canoescotland.com/downloads/access/access%20code%20leaflet.pdf
http://www.thegreenblue.org.uk/
http://www.bsac.org/page/129/divers-code.htm
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within the Sound of Mull. Following any conviction of any BSAC member for an offence in relation to 

wrecks the member will be liable to have their BSAC membership withdrawn. The code is given in 

Appendix 3. 

Informal/Formal         Formal 

Code of best practice for the capture and release of common skate by recreational anglers (Shark 

Trust) 

The code of conduct was developed in conjunction with anglers and the Shark Trust. Its purpose is to 

act as a guide for the capture and safe return of common skate caught by anglers. The common skate 

is one of the species of fish where local populations can suffer badly from poor angling practices as 

from commercial fishing pressure.  

Informal/Formal         Formal 

 

Local Management 

Civic Government Licence 

Boats 

Under the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 boats carrying for reward 12 or fewer passengers or 

being let on hire require a licence from the local authority (subject to some exemptions). The 

applicant must also supply a certificate of fitness for the vessel, a BoatmasteǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ 

equivalent and evidence of adequate Public Liability Insurance. The Local Authority has the power to 

revoke a licence. The licence stipulates certain requirements such as log books, life jackets, and fire 

equipment and suggests where boats are operating in SACs or undertaking wildlife watching that 

they should abide by an appropriate approved code of conduct for the area.  

Vehicles 

Vehicles undertaking land/coastal based tours for payment also require a licence under the Civic 

Government (Scotland) Act. The vehicle must also be driven by an appropriately licensed driver and 

meet certain requirements 

Informal/Formal         Formal 

Mull and Iona Wildlife Week 

Week of specially organised activities and events centred on the wildlife of Mull and Iona. Various 

groups are involved in this: Holiday Mull, Mull and Iona Community Trust & Ranger, RSPB, National 

Trust for Scotland, SNH, Forestry Commission Scotland, tour operators 

Informal/Formal Formal 
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20. Marine Renewables/Cables and Pipelines 

International Management 

Assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA Directive) 

(85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC) 

This requires that plans or projects likely to have significant effect on the environment should 

undergo an environmental assessment.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001/42/EC) 

Sets out to protect and enhance the environment by ensuring those plans, programmes and 

strategies that are likely to result in significant environmental effects are properly assessed including 

public consultation.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

 

National Management 

Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit and Electricity Act 1989 (Marine renewables & 

pipelines) 

The Energy Consents Unit sits within the Scottish Government's Energy Division. The Unit comprises 

two separate teams which have responsibility, under the 1989 Electricity Act, for processing 

applications for the development of new power stations on and offshore. Developers proposing the 

construction, extension or operation of a marine based generating station within Scottish territorial 

waters or the Scottish Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) require consent under section 36 of the 

Electricity Act 1989.  

 

Informal/Formal Formal 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations  

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999 (SSI 1999/1) as amended 

implement the Council Directives (85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC) on the Assessment of the effects of 

certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA Directive). Under the Regulations an 

assessment of the environmental impact of an infrastructure project e.g. harbours, jetties, marinas, 

may have to be undertaken.  

Informal/Formal Formal 

Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 

This act transposes the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive into Scottish legislation. 

requiring a public statement as to how opinions have been taken into account 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/acts2005/20050015.htm
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Informal/Formal Formal 

Scottish Government Transport Division ς Coast Protection Act 1949 Section 34 Consent  

Under Section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, written consent from Scottish Ministers is 

required if any person or organisation intends to carry out any of the following around the coast of 

Scotland and if the works, either while being carried out or subsequently, could cause an obstruction 

or danger to navigation: 

 the construction, alteration or improvement of any works on, under or over any part of the 

seashore lying below the level of mean high water springs; 

 the deposit of any object or materials on any part of the seashore lying below the level of 

mean high water springs; or 

 the removal of any object or materials from the seashore below the level of mean low water 

springs, e.g. the dredging of minerals,  

Scottish Government officials consult with the following organisations on navigation matters: 

 Maritime and Coastguard Agency - advises on maritime safety policy around the coast of  

Scotland; 

 Northern Lighthouse Board - advises on aids to navigation around the coast of Scotland; 

 Royal Yachting Association Scotland - advises on recreational navigational safety;  

 Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency - advises on local fishing policy. 

Scottish Ministers will also consider the impact a proposal will have on the local habitat with regard 

to the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c) Regulations 1994. The issuing of Section 34 consent does no 

more than indicate that the impact on navigation and on the local habitat within the development 

area has been considered.  Developments may only be undertaken in accordance with any conditions 

laid down in the consent.  The consent does not give the applicant exclusive rights to the area applied 

for, or prevent other individuals or organisations from applying for consent in the same location.  

Also, it does not extinguish existing rights of navigation in a given area.   

Informal/Formal Formal 

Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 

Under this act planning permission is required from the local authority where any marine renewable 

installation needs to have equipment coming ashore e.g. cables or onshore installations e.g. 

transformer housing etc.   

Informal/Formal Formal 

Crown Estate Lease 

Where the seabed is owned by the Crown the right to occupy the site will be by means of a lease 

from The Crown Estate. The Crown Estate encourages those wishing to apply to contact them prior to 

applying to check on the availability of the location concerned. 
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Informal/Formal Formal 

Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 (FEPA) 

Aims to protect the marine ecosystem and human health through the control of the deposit of 

articles or materials in the sea or on the sea bed including tidal waters. It replaced the Dumping At 

Sea Act 1974. FEPA applies throughout UK controlled waters from the tidal limit of Mean High Water 

Spring tides. A FEPA consent is required for developments such as new harbours and marinas, piers, 

pontoons, jetties, outfalls, energy generation structures, flood defences and land reclamation. 

Applications for a FEPA consent are assessed and are issued on behalf of Scottish Ministers by the 

Fisheries Research Service.  

Informal/Formal Formal 
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Appendix 1. Code of best practice for the capture and release of common skate by recreational 

anglers (Shark Trust) 

General  

The purpose of this 'code of conduct' is to act as a guide for the capture and safe return of common 

skate caught by anglers.  

The common skate is one of the few species of fish where local populations can suffer as badly from 

poor angling practices as from commercial fishing pressure. The once prolific grounds off  the 

Northern & Western coast of Scotland were wiped out in the 1970's due to the now frowned upon 

practice of anglers bringing skate ashore to be weighed and photographed.  

Tackle  

 When angling for skate use appropriate tackle.  

 IGFA 30lb Class gear should be regarded as the absolute minimum to use. Ideally 50-80lb Class 

should be used. This is as much to combat the 'inhospitable' conditions in the areas where skate 

ate targeted, i.e. deep water, strong tides.  

 The use of heavier gear allows the skate to be landed more quickly, i.e. not exhausted, allowing 

it to be released in better condition.  

 Terminal tackle needs to be strong and is best kept simple.  

 A single 12/0 bronzed hook (e.g. Mustad 3406), preferably with the barb crushed down is best. 

Never use stainless or plated hooks, as these will not biodegrade if they have to be left in a 

skate.  

 Keep hook links short (maximum of 24"/60cm). Short hook links are absolutely necessary to 

minimise the chances of deep hooking your skate. These should be made up of 150lb (minimum) 

b.s. monofilament, crimped to a quality 200lb rated swivel.  

 Rubbing leaders. This hook link should then be attached to an 8' (2.4m) rubbing leader or 'wind 

on leader' made of 150lb b.s. monofilament. This is to protect the mainline from the sharp 

thorns on the skate's tail. This leader also helps when bringing the skate to the side of the boat.  

Striking take  

 Always 'hit' a take as quickly as possible - never wait for a run to develop as this will almost 

always result in a deep-hooked fish. Don't worry about missing a bite; skate can and do, swallow 

very big baits in seconds.  

Handling 

 When a skate is brought to the side of the boat, it can be held quite easily by holding the trace 

and then getting a firm handhold at the cheek area of the skate.  

 Large specimens may require to be gaffed to aid holding the fish. This needs to be done with 

great care. The gaff should be used only in the area outside the halfway point of the leading 



January 2009 56 SSMEI Sound of Mull Pilot 
Formal & Informal Management Agreements 

 

edge of the wing and no more than 4" from the leading edge. This gives a secure hold and poses 

no danger to internal organs.  

 If the fish is deep hooked, DO NOT attempt to remove the bronzed hook. Simply cut the hook 

link as near to the hook as possible and release the fish. You can do more damage by trying to 

retrieve the hook and a living skate returned is worth more than the cost of a hook!  

 Deep hooking can and does cause fatal injuries to skate. TRY TO AVOID IT AT ALL COSTS!  

 Return all deep hooked skate to the water quickly. Give it a chance of survival.  

 Measure the wingspan and the length, check the sex and then obtain the weight from charts 

available from Glasgow Museums.  

 If the fish is tagged, note the tag number BUT DO NOT REMOVE IT BEFORE RELEASING THE 

SKATE.  

 Try to avoid bringing the skate into the boat if possible, they can be measured and the tag (if 

any) checked at the side of the boat.  

 If the skate has to be brought onboard, for whatever reason, have everything to hand before 

doing so in order to release the fish back into the water as quickly as possible.  

 FINALLY, if you catch a tagged common skate, please fill in the details on the attached sheet and 

send to RICHARD SUTCLIFFE, ART GALLERY & MUSEUM, KELVINGROVE, GLASGOW, G3 8AG. 
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Appendix 2 Argyll and Bute Council Oil Spill Contingency Plan Craignure 

Use of Craignure: ferry port, jetty occasionally used to import fuel to Gleaner oil depot. Tankers up to 

3000tonnes visit up to 5 times per year delivering 2500 tonnes of marine gas oil and kerosene.  

Risk: Low risk of spillage 

General Response Strategy 

 Diesel and marine has oil would be expected to degrade naturally within 48hours and would be 

monitored 

 Floating oil: where possible it would be removed and should be attempted where this would 

significantly reduce the possibility of quantities of oil coming ashore on areas of recreational and 

environmental importance 

 Mechanical removal of oil on the shore: where access is possible, considering safety and 

estuarine conditions, mechanical methods oil may be used. Otherwise it should be left to 

degrade naturally. 

 Contacts: SNH should be consulted if the spill is close to any SSSI or SPA ς in this case the SPA at 

Glas Eileanan. SEPA should always be contacted. 

Tiered Response Strategy 

Argyll and Bute Council has a tiered response system for oil spillage in place. For Craignure the 

following quantities would initiate the various levels of tiered response 

Tier Category Quantity of spill 

1 <1 tonne marine gas oil 

2 <50 tonnes intermediate fuel oil 

<37 tonnes heavy fuel oil 

<27 tonnes marine gas oil 

3 >50 tonnes intermediate fuel oil 

>37 tonnes heavy fuel oil 

>27 tonnes marine gas oil 

 

Tier 1 

Argyll and Bute Harbour Master (based in Oban) to advise on appropriate action and arrange for safe 

storage and legal disposal of waste arising. They will also alert the MCA. 

Resources: Equipment for a tier 1 spill is held in a trailer at Gleaner Oils, Craignure. An additional 

Council trailer is also in Oban. 

Tier 2 and Tier 3 

On the Isle of Mull when an incident is reported the Incident Controller is either the Assistance 

Pollution Officer on Mull or their deputy. Within the Council the Incident Response team members 
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include the Incident Controller, Port Personnel and the Roads Department Personnel (the latter two 

being involved in clean-up operations).  

Tier 3 response would be in line with the National Contingency Plan. 

Resources: Staff from Briggs Environmental Services would attend the site within 4hours with a rapid 

mobilisation kit (skimming system, fastank, boom, anchors rope, tools and PPE) and additional staff 

would attend via the first available ferry with extra equipment (PPE, containment booms, recovery 

skimmers, storage containers, sorbents).  

Additional resources for Tier 3 incidents are available from main UK response centres 

 

Notification procedure 

For spills at Craignure the following procedure applies (Argyll and Bute Council Piers and Harbours Oil 

Spill Contingency Plan 2007). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Observer of the incident calls either: Argyll and Bute Council, 

Police, MCA (Coastguard) or SEPA 

They obtain fullest details with contact number of observer 

 

Call Argyll and Bute Council and ask for 

Oil Pollution Officer 

Obtain contact details, nature and 

location of spill 

Follow Initial Response List for Mull 

 

Incident Controller Contacts MCA, Police, SEPA, Scottish 

Government, SNH, Gleaner and Emergency Planning Officer 

If it is Tier 2 or 3 spill they also contact Briggs, Area 

Environmental Manager and Council Chief Executive 
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Appendix 3. Caledonian MacBrayne Oil Spill Contingency Plan for Ports within Sound of Mull 

Tiered Response Strategy 

Caledonian MacBrayne has a tiered response system for oil spills.  

Tier Category Quantity of spill 

1 Small operational spills. Can be controlled using site resources. Not likely to 

require invention from out with the port/slipway, external authorities/incident 

response expect for purposes of notification. 

2 Moderate sized spills within pier, harbour, jetty or slipway that are handled by 

port/slipway personnel and nominated contractor or other external assistance 

nominated. May involved local authority. 

3 Larger spills or a loss of containment incident that requires full involvement of 

other authorities and possible mobilisation of tier 3 national equipment. 

Beyond capabilities of local and regional resources.  

 

Tobermory 

Slipway and pier for drive on/off ferry to Kilchoan. Pier also used be leisure craft, diving and fishing 

boats.  

Potential spillage: bunkering <200l (low risk), ferry fuel tank rupture ς 5 tonnes fuel oil (low risk), bow 

visor collision <200l (low risk) , vehicle accident 60l fuel and 5 l oil (low-moderate risk). 

Equipment Tier 1 - Positioned on pier in mobile kit form - sorbents (booms, roll and pads), rope, HD 

poly bags and oil sampling kit 

 

Lochaline  

Roll on/roll off ferry operates with slipways at both sides.  

Potential spillage: fuel tank rupture through ferry berthing failure 30 tonnes fuel oil (low risk), bow 

visor collision <200l (low risk), vehicle accident 60l and 5l oil (low-moderate risk). 

Equipment Tier 1 - Positioned on pier in mobile kit form - sorbents (booms, roll and pads), rope, HD 

poly bags and oil sampling kit 

 

Fishnish 

Roll on/roll off ferry operates with slipways at both sides.  

Potential spillage: fuel tank rupture through ferry berthing failure 30 tonnes fuel oil (low risk), bow 

visor collision <200l (low risk), vehicle accident 60l and 5l oil (low-moderate risk). 

Equipment Tier 1 - sorbents (booms, pads, rolls and tiger tails) 

 

Tier 2 and 3 Resources 



January 2009 60 SSMEI Sound of Mull Pilot 
Formal & Informal Management Agreements 

 

Staff from Briggs Environmental Services would attend the site within 4hours with 8 staff, PPE, 

containment booms, recover skimmers, storage containers and sorbents. Additional resources for 

Tier 3 incidents are available from main UK response centres. 

Process of Notification of a spill 

For spills at Tobermory, Fishnish and Lochaline ferry ports the following procedure applies 

(Caledonian MacBrayne Oil Spill Contingency Plan). 

 

Notification Procedure 

 

 

Observer of the incident calls either: Port, Policy, MCA 

(Coastguard) or SEPA.  

They obtain fullest details with contact number of observer 

 

Information passed to Duty Officer at 

Caledonian MacBrayne 

NIGHT 
Give contact number and state location & 
type of spill. Ask for duty officer to return 

call 

 

DAY 
Call port office or head office in Gourock 

and give name, contact details and nature 
and location of spill 

 

Duty supervisor calls back originator to 
confirm incident details 

 

Call Port Supervisor 
/Port Manager 

 

Duty supervisor will 
attend spill or 

delegate 

 

Contact Harbour 

Master 

Inform MCA 


