
2 Introduction to the Plan and a Guide to its Use 

2.1 Vision, Aim and Objectives of the Plan 

2.1.1 Vision 

The Sound of Mull will be a healthy and productive marine and coastal environment that will support 

a rich variety of habitats and species, a diverse and sustainable economy and be of benefit to the 

communities inhabiting its coast. 

2.1.2 Aim 

Develop and deliver more integrated and sustainable management of the marine and coastal areas 

of the Sound of Mull through the preparation and implementation of a marine spatial plan that is 

locally orientated, flexible and transparent. 

2.1.3 Objectives 

i. Provide guidance and recommendations to assist current and future planning, regulation 

and management of marine and coastal activities. 

ii. Recognise, promote and help safeguard areas important for marine and coastal wildlife, 

habitats and heritage. 

iii. Encourage a diverse, balanced mix of sectors to operate and develop sustainably with 

consideration of other interests and environmental capacity. 

iv. Enable a better understanding of the socio-economics of the area and incorporate this into 

management and planning.  

v. Provide an example of best practice to contribute to ICZM and marine spatial planning 

development nationally. 

2.2 Sound of Mull Working Group and Liaison Group 

To be completed 

2.3 Process of plan development 

2.4 Integration with other plans and policies 

To be completed 

2.5 Plan Outline 

The SOM Marine Spatial Plan is composed of five main sections: 

 

 



Introduction to the Sound of Mull 

Provides information on the location and setting of the project area; its physical, natural and historic 

assets; socio-economic overview of the population and economics of the area; water quality and 

implications of climate change.  

Implementation, Monitoring and Review 

Outlines how these tasks will be conducted for the plan.  

General Policies 

Two general policies have been developed to provide an overarching policy backbone to the plan. 

 Policy G1 Development and Activity provides an overarching framework of guidance for all 

sectoral developments and activity within the plan to ensure that use of the area by any 

sector is sustainable.  

 Policy G2 Community recognises the need to integrate the requirements of stakeholders, 

the community and marine businesses into the plan. The aim of this policy is to assist 

activities and developments in the Sound of Mull area to achieve their full potential through 

sustainable growth in line with the needs and aspirations of the communities in the area.  

Sectors 

There are 9 sectors or interests which have been identified as having a current or future interest 

within the Sound of Mull project area: Inshore fishing; Aquaculture; Shipping, Navigation and Safety; 

Coastal and Marine Infrastructure; Natural Environment; Historic Heritage; Ministry of Defence; and 

Marine Renewable Energy.  

Each of these sectors has their own chapter in this plan. For each sector the plan outlines: 

 A description of current activities;  

 ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎƻŎƛƻ-economic profile; 

 SWOT analysis1;  

 Hard and soft constraints affecting development and activity; 

 Neutral and positive interactions with other sectors/interests;  

 Policies for Development and Activity, Safeguarding and Voluntary/Statutory Management; 

 Actions to improve the current management of the sector, its interactions with other 

interest and to assist in policy delivery.   

 Two maps: Map of sectorΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ activities/interests and another showing the location of 

spatial opportunities. It should be noted that the spatial accuracy of mapped information on 

activities is variable, depending on the source of data and these maps should not be used for 

navigation purposes. 

                                                           
1
 SWOT analysis ς an analysis of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats for a sector 



Zones 

¢ƘŜ {ha ǿŀǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ с ȊƻƴŜǎΥ bƻǊǘƘΣ {ƻǳǘƘΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ΨIƛƎƘ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ ȊƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ 

Loch Aline, Tobermory and Craignure (Map 2.1). The division of the SOM into zones was driven by 

two main factors: 

 To allow easier consideration of spatial constraints, interactions and opportunities within a 

more easily manageable area. This helps to avoid cumulative effects of multiple 

opportunities identified by the plan on other interests and to examine the spatial constraints 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘκŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ 

 To allow an improved description and spatial presentation of activities and interests and the 

opportunities and constraints for development and use by each of the sectors. 

For each Zone the following information is provided: 

 A description of landscape/seascape character, settlements, designations, current activities 

and interests in the Zone 

 Opportunities for development and activity for each of the sectors and an indicative location 

using a point on the map 

 Overview of hard and soft constraints for development and activity for each of the sector 

provided as a quick reference table.  

 Specific guidance on opportunities and constraints that the landscape/seascape provides for 

aquaculture and coastal infrastructure development (piers, jetties, pontoons, slipways, 

moorings) based on Grant (2008).  

 Two maps: A map of the current uses and interests within the zone and another showing 

designations, the seabed and intertidal habitats. It should be noted that the spatial accuracy 

of mapped information on activities is variable, depending on the source of data and these 

maps should not be used for navigation purposes.  

2.6 Links within the Plan: General Policies, Sectors and Zones 

The General Policies, Sectors and Zones are linked together as outlined in Figure 2.1.  

 

The General Policies (G1 and G2), the Sectoral Policies and Actions are the non-spatial framework of 

the plan. They provide guidance and recommendations for development and activity, community 

considerations, safeguarding and voluntary/statutory management. They take account of the needs 

of the sector and community, SWOT analysis, constraints, interactions with other sectors and 

existing management.  

 



These policies and actions also outline how both non-spatial and spatial opportunities and 

constraints on development and activity should be considered by users and regulators. Hard and soft 

constraints affecting development or activity are identified for each of the sectors based upon Policy 

G1, the Sectoral Interactions Report (2009) and factors considered by regulators for development 

applications. Soft constraints were identified as being competitive interactions with another sector 

for a resource e.g. species and space, and hard constraints as incompatible interactions with another 

sector/interest, i.e. the two interests cannot coexist and this it is not manageable. 

 

The Zones provide the spatial part of the plan by outlining the spatial constraints and opportunities 

for the development and use by each sector and showing their location.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.1 Links between General Policies, Sectors and Zones 
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Map 2.1 Spatial Planning Zones for the SoM Marine Spatial Plan 


