2 Introduction to the Plan and a Guide tdgs Use

2.1 Vision, Aim and Obijectivesf the Plan

2.1.1 Vision
The Sound of Mull will be a healthy and productive marine and coastal environment that will support
a rich variety of habitats and species, a diverse and sudtiEreconomy and be of benefit to the

communities inhabiting its coast.

2.1.2 Aim
Develop and deliver more integrated and sustainable management of the marine and coastal areas
of the Sound of Mull through the preparation and implementation of a marine spatial {hat is

locally orientated, flexible and transparent.

2.1.3 Objectives

i. Provide guidance and recommendations to assist current and future planning, regulation
and management of marine and coastal activities.

ii. Recognise, promote and help safeguard areas impoérfan marine and coastal wildlife,
habitats and heritage.

iii. Encourage a diverse, balanced mix of sectors to operate and develop sustainably with
consideration of other interests and environmental capacity.

iv.  Enable a better understanding of the so&iconomicsof the area and incorporate this into
management and planning.

v. Provide an example of best practice to contribute to ICZM and marine spatial planning

development nationally.

2.2 Sound of Mull Working Group and Liaison Group

To be completed

2.3 Process of plan delopment

2.4 Integration with other plans and policies

To be completed
2.5 Plan Outline

The SOM Marine Spatial Plan is composed of five main sections:



Introduction to the Sound of Mull

Provides information on the location and setting of the project area; itsjoly, natural and historic
assets; soci@conomic overview of the population and economics of the amgater quality and
implications of climate change.

Implementation, Monitoring and Review

Outlines how these tasks will be conducted for the plan

Geneal Policies

Two general policies have been developed to provide an overaygiolicy backbone to the plan.

e Policy G1 Development and Activity providesoverarching framework of guidance for all
sectoraldevelopments and activityvithin the plan to enste that use of the area by any
sectoris sustainable

e Policy G2 Community recognises the needniegrate the requirements of stakeholders,
the community and marine businesses into the plan. The aim of this policy is to assist
activitiesand developmentsn the Sound of Mull area to achieve their full potential through
sustainable growth in line with the needs and aspirations of the communities in the area.

Sectors

There are 9 sectors or interests which have been identified as having a current or ifuttenest

within the Sound of Mull project area: Inshore fishing; Aquaculture; Shipping, Navigation and Safety;
Coastal and Marine Infrastructure; Natural Environment; Historic Heritage; Ministry of Defence; and
Marine Renewable Energy.

Each of these sects has their own chapter in this plan. For each sector the plan outlines:

e A description of current activities;

e ¢KS a5 0 ieroNdnic préfiR;OA 2

e SWOT analysis

e Hard and soft constraints affecting development and activity;

¢ Neutral and positive interaons with other sectors/interests;

e Policies for Development and Activity, Safeguarding and Voluntary/Statutory Management;

e Actions to improve the current management of the sector, its interactions with other
interest and to assist in policy delivery.

e Two maps:Map of sectoR & O daiNiBsyihterests and mother showing the location of
spatial opportunitieslt should be noted that the spatial accuracy of mapped information on
activities is variable, depending on the source of data and these majdshot be used for

navigation purposes.

! SWOT analysisan analysis of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats for a sector



Zones

¢tKS {ha 6la RAGARSR Ayd2 ¢ T2ySay b2NIKI {2dz2iKZ
Loch Aline, Tobermory and Craignikap 2.1). The division of the@M into zones wadriven by

two main factors:

e To allow easier consideration of spatial constraints, interactions and opportunities within a
more easily manageablearea This helps to avoidcumulative effects ofmultiple
opportunitiesidentified by the plaron otherinterestsandto examine thespatialconstraints
LINSaSyd F2NI I aSOG2NRa RSQOSt2LIVSyidkl OGAgdAGe

¢ To allow an improvedescription andspatial presentation of activities and interests and the
opportunities and constints for development and use by each of the sectors.

For each Zone the following information is provided:

e A description of landscape/seascape character, settlements, designations, current activities
and interests in the Zone

e Opportunities for developmenrdnd activity for each of the sectors and an indicative location
using a point on the map

e Overview of hard and soft constraints for development and activity for each of the sector
provided as a quick reference table.

e Specific guidance on opportunities aodnstraints that the landscape/seascape provides for
aquaculture and coastal infrastructure development (piers, jetties, pontoons, slipways,
moorings) based on Grant (2008).

¢ Two maps A map of thecurrent uses andnterests within the zoneand another sbhwing
designationsthe seabed and intertidal habitat#. should be noted that the spatial accuracy
of mapped information on activities is variable, depending on the source of data and these

maps should not be used for navigation purposes.

2.6 Links within the Plan General Policies, Sectors and Zones

The General Policies, Sectors and Zones are linked together as outlfigdrne?. 1.

The General Policié&1 and G2Yhe Sectoral Policieand Actionsare the nonspatial framewok of
the plan. Theyprovide guidance and recommendations fdevelopment and activitycommunity
considerations, safeguarding and voluntary/statutory managem&hey takeaccount of the needs
of the sector and community, SWOT analysis, constraints, ictiers with other sectors and

existing management



These policies and actions also outline how both -spatial and spatial opportunities and
constraints on development and activity should be considered by users and reguldaoiisand soft
constraintsaffecting development or activity are identified for eashthe sectordased upon Policy
G1, theSectoral Interactions Report (2008hd factors considered by regulators for development
applications Soft constraints werédentified as being competitivinteractions with another sector
for a resource e.g. speciasdspace and hard constraints as incompatible interactsowith another

sector/interest, i.e. the two interests cannot coexist and this it is not manageable.

The Zones provide the spatial part the plan byoutlining the spatialconstraints and opportunities

for the development and use by each sector and showing their location
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Figure2.1 Links betwe@ General Policies, Sectors and Zones



Map 2.1 Spatial Planning Zones for the SoM Marine Spatial Plan



