15 LochAline

Please refer taMlap Loch Alind for the location of activities and interests mentioned avidp Loch Alin@

for the location of designations and seabed and intertidal habitat types.

15.1 Inshore fshing

There is a limited amount of creeling for prawn and lobster in this zone.

15.2 Aquaculture

There are no aquaculture leases within this zone. Scottish Sea Farms have a net washing station on the

eastern shore.

15.3 Recreation and tourism

Sailing Loch Aline fiers sheltered anchorage and is a designated sailing area recognised by the RYA.
Scuba divinga scenic dive site is present in the entrance to Loch Aline at Caola&irdehlt is possible to
undertake a drift dive via access from the shore near thehabne timber pier (North Zone), along the
submarine cliff and into the channélhe Lochaline Dive Centre is based in teh village providing air fills,
equipment hire, accommodation and charter boat hire. Two other charter boat operators are also based
here (Gaelic Rose, Lochaline Boat Charters).

Other facilities public conveniencg pub, restaurant and shop are available in Lochaline. Parking is

available in the villagandin the forestry area in the nortwest of the loch off the A884.

15.4 Shipping navgation & safetyand transport

The Caledonian MacBrayne ferry operates from Fishnish, Isle of Mull to Lochaline daily. Other vessels

removing sand from the mine at Lochaline also enter the Idbtiere are navigation buoys within the loch.

15.5 Coastal infrastruture & access

Roads The A884 extends around the western edge of the loch and a track on the western side which
providesaccesgo buildings

Paths A proposed core path utilises the aforementioned track and a path running along the western shore
of the loch. Additional proposed core paths and other paths are located in the forested area on the western
shore of Loch Aline.

Coastal infrastructure There are two private piers in Lochaline one used by the sand mine and the other is
owned by Caledonian Maritie Assets as part of the Fishnisbchaline ferry. There is also a private slipway
that this ferry uses. There is one private jetty in the upper I&ulblic access to and from the water to the

village is possible via the village harbour.

15.6 Marine infrastrudure & Anchorages




AnchoragesAn anchorage area is present in the lower, eastern part of the loch.

Moorings: 2 private moorings exist on the western shore and at the net washing station. The Lochaline
Moorings Association has 35 moorings in this zone.

Cables: A submarine powerline runs from north of the ferry pier on the Lochaline side of the loch to the

neighbouring shore across Caolas raitde.

15.7 Discharges

Scottish Sea Farms net washing effluent discharge at the entrance to Loch Aline and theretfiallapipme

running along the soutleast marine area of the loch.

15.8 Designations

Special Area of Conservation (SACMorvern Woodsg Mixed woodland associated with rocky slopes,
western acidic oak woodland, otter

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SS&bch Aline¢ Bryophyte assemblage, upland mixed ash woodland,
otter.

West Highland and Islands Local Plan Designations

West Highland and Islands Description

Local Plan Designation

Category

International Importance Morvern Woods SAC
National Importance Loch Aline SSSI, Inventoried ancient and long established wooc
Category A listed buildings

Regional/Local Importance Inventoried semiatural woodland, Category B/C listed buildin

archaeological sites and monuments
Settlement development area NeeE1E!

Wider Countryside Other terrestrial areas

15.9 Natural heritage

The following table outlines the species and habitats of international, national and/or local importance
which have been recorded in this zone.

European OSPAR| UK BAP| Argyll Lochaber
Protected Species/| Priority | and Bute LBAP
Species or Site| Habitat | Species/|] LBAP
for Habitat

habitat/species

HABITATS
Coastal saltmarsh
Horse mussel beddModiolus




modiolus)

Mud habitats in deep water Vv Vv Y
Sea pen and burrowing megafaan \%

communities

SPECIES

VooV v
VooV
Fireworks anemoneRachycerianthus V
Harbour porpoise Phocoena V \ V V V
v voooovov
Tall sea penKuniculina \ \ V

Seabed and intertidal areathe seabed of Loch Aline is dominated by mud with associated burrowing
megafauna and species of sea pen and brittlest@sh{ura spp.) The seabed of the naw entrance of
Loch Aline is composed of tide swept rock and coarse sediment withlleaigir{aria spp.The seabed area
closer to shore is mainly sand with kelainariaspp) on rocky substrate. The intertidal area is composed
of shingle with mixed saahents in the northern end of the loch. At the head of the loch there is an area of
muddy flat with coastal salt marsh.

Wildfish: Atlantic salmon $almo salgrand sea trout$almo truttg utilisingRiver Aline, which is owned

and managed by Ardtorniststate in conjunction with the Lochab District Salmon Fishery Board.

15.10 Historic heritage

The following table outlines the historic heritage features in or bordering this Zone.

Bl =l @iz b2 Northern end ofzone: Ardtornish Mansion, Clock, Tower

BN leNezi=b[o]s Northern end of zone: Ardtornish Estate Buildings including barn, farmhc

Ivy Bridge, Kinlochanline Castle and cottages

Southern end of zone: Caolas ferry house on eastern shorddiims in
Lochaline High Street

Sites and Monuments Northern end of zone: Kinlochaline township and cairns, Ardtornish E
Records bridges

Southern end of zone: Lochaline pier and war memorial

@nERiEEESeEEss Boat house on the northeast sfassociated with Ardtornish Estate



15.11 Landscape/seascape character

The summary provided from this zone was taken from the report by Grant (2008) where further detail can

be obtained.Specific opportunities and constraints for aquaculture and coastalsimfreture development

in relation to landscape/seascape capacity were outlined by Grant (2008) and are provided in Sections 2

and 3 for guidance for developers, regulators and planners.

e Loch Aline is an enclosesinall,relatively narrow loch which is ctained by steep sidedills and is
virtually cut off from the SOM by a narrow neck of watkrhasmany of the characteristics of an
inland lochand hasa high scenic quality resulting from the diverse comjpmsiof Loch AlineThe
lower part of the lochis awell-settled seascape with a number of industrial elements which distinguish
it from the upperreaches of thdoch.

e Steep wooded slopg®rm the hinterland to the loch, which are moragged and diverse to the south
east where broadleaved woodlarahd moorland are presentn the northwest theycomprise dense
coniferous forest situated above bands of pasture and broadleaves fringing the shoBetindleaved
woodlands and ornamental conifers backdrop Ardtornish House.

e Themajority of the coastaledge is shinglstony beactes with occasional rocky edgeTowards the
head of the loch there is aaxtensive tidal reach of muddy flats, shifting shingle banks and wetlands,

which form the strongest maritime characteristic of the area.

15.12 Visual amenity

Clese views of the lower loclre possible from shoreline roads and tracks. The A884soffievated views
over the loch where there are gaps in the woodlanfhcussing on the castles at the head of the loch and
mountains.A viewpoint identified by Grant (28) is present southivest of the Kinlochaline and the area of

parking on the western shore.
15.13 _Settlement

The settlement of Lochaline is situated at the narrow outlet of the loch. Houses are stepped up steep slopes
and overlook the waterThe tower house oKinlochaline and thel9th century Ardtornish Housare
prominent features at the head of the locA.quarry for silica sand owned by Tarmac Lttbéated on the
western shorebut the company ceased operating in December 2008 although there may be [itys&ibi

it to reopen.Anet washing statiomwned by Scottish Sea Farms is onehstshore

15.14 Opportunities for development and activity

¢ KA& T 2y Spgnial cppdridibitesweré idedtified based on information on constraints, current
activities/irterests and areagmportant for safeguardindgor existing sectors and interestEhe location of
these opportunities is given iklap Loch Alind as indicative points with a reference number linking it to

the attributes in the table belowHowever, these opportunities are still subject to obtaining the required



consents. These opportunities are indicative and do not preclude development applications and activities

elsewhere.

Sector/Interest Map Desciption

Reference
No.

None identified
Aquaculture 1 Shellfish farm(mussel/scallop lines) aligned tilve eastern coast,

close to shore and using wooded backdrop where possible.

2 Oyster trestles in intertidal area of eastern shore

3 Oyster trestés in lower intertidal area of upper lodhat minimise
visual impact on routes and views around Ardtornish Estate, usi
single access point to trestles where possible.

Recreation & Touris 4 Pontoon development and toilet block development for vigt

yachts under Sail West Project

Whole  Kayaking trail incorporating historic/natural heritage sites and ai

zone for wildlife watching

Shipping, Navigation 5 Private passenger ferry service between settlements on M

& Safety Morvern, Kilchoan, CiéTiree and Oban

5 Develop gaelic ring/hopscotch to include LochalighniskKilchoan
Tobermory Caledonian MacBrayne routes.

Infrastructure & 4 Pontoon development, visitor mooringsd toilet block developmen

Anchorage$ for visiting yachts under 8&Vest Project

6 Development of visitor mooringglongside existing moorings ¢
eastern side

Lol =aes o Whole  Kayaking trail incorporating historic/natural heritage sites and at

zone for wildlife watching

Historic Heritage Whole  Kay&ing trail incorporating historic/natural heritage sites and are

zone for wildlife watching

MOD None identified

Marine Renewables None identified

! Specific &ndscapéseascapeopportunities for development (aquaculture and coastal infrastructure)
from Grant (2008)




Marine activity, coastal structures and noise and lighting could be absorbed adjacent to the more
developed stretchesf coastline in the lower loch
The regular coastline allmaquaculture development to be aligned parallel to the shore

Woaodland on steeper slopes along the shore can provide a backdrop to development.



15.15 Qonstraints for development and activity

The hard and soft constrainfer sectors and interestahich should be considered in development and future actiwiityrin this zoneare given in the following
two tables.Hard and soft constraints were informed by Policy G1, the Sectoral Interactions Report (2009) andctastiolesred by regulators for development
applications. Soft constraints were identified as being competititeractions with another sector for a resource e.g. species and space, and hard constraints as
incompatible interactions with another interest, i.e. where the two interests cannot coexist and this it is not manageable.
Consideration should be given to tineas follows:

¢ Developments and existing/future activity within hard constraint areas should be discouraged.

e Development and existing/future activity within soft constraint areas should comply with Policy G1 and undertake appneguadigtion and mitigon

in conjunction with other relevant sectors and interests.

The location of these hard and soft constraints are showvap Loch Alind andMap Loch Alin&.

[Note these tables are to be revised/cpirted once all sectors complete and hard/soft constraints identified]

Inshore fisheries| Aqueculture Rec & | Ship, Navig &| Infrastructure & Natural Historic Marine
W Tour Safety Access Environment Heritage Renew
Vv Y

v
v =V \Y, V \Y, V v =V

A
\ V V

Submarine powerline
Outfall pipe V V \%
Effluent discharge point V \%

! Refers to activities only. Activities defined as use that is covered by a publiofrigde (e.g. navigation) and/dioes notrequire a statutory consent to utilise a defined area from a competent authority to proceed e.g.
sailing, diving etcConstraints for development relating to recreation and tourism e.g. piers, pontoons and moaniegsyen under Infrastructuri@a the table.
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Inshore fisheries| Aquaculture Rec & | Ship, Navig &| Infrastructure & Natural Historic Marine
m Touf Safety Access Environment Heritage Renew
Creel fiding \VJ
Effluent discharge point

Sailing area

Viewpoints

< < < < <
<

Landscape/ \% \%
Seascape

Modiolus modiolus
Seapen & Firewdts anemone

<

Wildfish river

Listed buildings and setting
Archaeological sites
monuments & setting
3Specific landscape/seascape sefinstraints for development (aquaculture and coastal infrastructuiedm Grant (2008)

e Theloch is small and enclosed therefore structures could easily dominate the limited expanse of water and introducesgettg)y in the upper part

e Development located towards the centre of the loch could detract from the sense igbbexperienced when entering the loch; Close views of this coastal

area are possible from tracks, roads anevated housing around the loch
e The setting of Kinlochaline castle and Ardtornistusé and its designed landscape

< < < <K<

2 Refers to activities only. Activities defined as use that is covered by a public right of use (e.g. navigatiomjcscfotrequire a statutory consent to utilise a defined area from a competent authtwiproceed e.g.
sailing, diving etcConstraints for development relating to recreation and tourism e.g. piers, pontoons and moaniegsyen under Infrastructuri@a the table.
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Map Loch Alinel. Activities and Interests within the Zone



