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8 Recreation and Tourism 

8.1 Introduction 

 Recent decades have seen a substantial growth in the marine leisure recreation and tourism sector as 

there has been increasing interest in activities based in the UK.  

 There is a wide range of recreational and tourism activities occurring within the Sound of Mull (SOM) 

and along its shores, the main types being walking, angling, sailing, scuba diving and wildlife based 

tourism. Several local businesses are orientated around these activities and they are important to the 

wellbeing of those living by and visiting the SOM.   

 The location of all known recreational and tourism activities where spatial data was available is 

presented in Map RT 1 and in the Zone maps.  

 The overview of businesses, employment and economic contribution provided in this section is 

summarised from a report by Magill et al. (2009) on the socio-economics of the SOM unless otherwise 

stated by a footnote. Please refer to this report for further information. However, obtaining accurate 

statistics on the participation of activities in this sector is difficult for a number of reasons: activities 

are diverse, there are a range of operators most of which are small, the industry is largely unregulated, 

there is little market or statistical information available and it can be difficult to separate marine 

recreation from general tourism. 

 The following sections give an overview of the various activities within this sector 

8.2 Sailing 

 Scotland, especially the west coast is well known as a top sailing and boating destination due to the 

scenery and variety of destinations and of sailing conditions. The Royal Yachting Association reports a 

UK sailing fraternity of around 500,000, with most participants in the middle to higher income bands 

(McKenzie Wilson Partnership 2006). An estimated 15,000 sailing boats are thought to be berthed in 

Scotland (RYA).   

 The SOM is a popular area on the west coast of Scotland and is used as a passage route, calm sailing 

area, and race location by visitors and locals.   

 Detailed information on visiting boats to the SOM from the Tobermory Harbour Association (THA) 

indicates that the numbers of boats visiting the SOM is increasing (230% between 2004 and 2007 

based on pontoon berthing) and that the sailing season has extended with people are visiting the area 

outside the main tourist season, based on information between 2004 and 2007 (Magill et al. 2009).  

 A number of businesses outside of the SOM operate yacht chartering businesses. A large proportion of 

hired yachts are likely to use the SOM for passage. 
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8.2.1 Facilities 

Location Moorings Anchorage Other 

Tobermory 69 association moorings 

(plus one for Caledonian 

MacBrayne and one for 

RNLI)1 

30 visitor moorings1 

V
1  Public access slip way1 

 Public slipway at the beach. 

 Pontoon berthing with access to 

fuel, water and electricity1 

 Toilets, showers and washing 

machines1 

 Western Isles Yacht Club  

Craignure 12 association moorings2  V  Public access stone pier3 

 3 public access slipways 

Salen 15 association moorings4  V  

Fishnish Bay  V  

Scallastle Bay  V  

Lochaline 35 association moorings  

2 private moorings  
V  

Drimnin 

(Bunavullin) 

 

   Push ashore pontoon for Sound of 

Mull Transport Group ferry access. 

 Public access slipway 

Kilchoan 4 visitor moorings5   

 

8.2.2 Sailing Events 

 Western Isles Yacht Club ς use SOM for the following races: Tobermory Regatta, Round Calve Island, 

DǊŜŜƴ LǎƭŜǎ ό9ƛƭŜŀƴŀƴ Dƭŀǎŀύ wƻǳƴŘ wƛǎƎŀ ό[ƻŎƘ {ǳƴŀǊǘύΣ ¢ǿƻ {ŀƭŜƴΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ όaǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎƘ {ǳƴŀǊǘύΣ 

Arinagour (Isle of Coll) and Salen Regatta 

 West Highland Yachting Week ς July/August annually and uses SOM for several races 

 

8.2.3 Socio- Economic Profile 

                                                           
1 Managed by Tobermory Harbour Association, http://www.tobermoryharbour.co.uk 
2 Managed by Lochaline Moorings Association 
3 Owned by Torosay Estate (includes slipways at pier) 
4 Managed by Salen Moorings Association 
5 Managed by West Ardnamurchan Jetty Association Ltd. 
6 Based on 6208 berthing nights in Tobermory in 2007 and a daily expenditure of £125 and £150 per day respectively. 
7 Combined annual turnover of two yacht charter companies in Argyll and Bute 

Economic Contribution (annual) Employment Contribution 

National Local (SOM) National Local (SOM) 

UK: £2 billion turnover 

(2005) 

Scotland: £224 million 

(2004) 

Between £776,000 and 

£931,200 per year (2007) 6 

£900,000 yacht charter 

turnover7 

UK: 30,000 (2005) See Tourism section 
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8.3 Scuba diving 

 The SOM is one of the most popular SCUBA diving destinations in the UK due to its waters being 

largely calm and clear for much of the year with easily accessible dive sites.   

 The numerous wrecks scattered throughout the SOM are extremely popular with the diving 

community and the area also possesses a number of scenic dives. The most popular wreck sites are: 

Hispania, Thesis, Rondo and Shuna (see Historic Heritage section for further information). Popular 

scenic sites are: Auliston Point, Rubha Dearg, Fuinary Rocks, Lochaline Pier, Pennygowan Quarry, Glas 

Eilean and Ardtornish Point. 

 Many of the deep wreck and scenic sites are ideally suited to technical diving which has seen an 

increase in recent years. 

 Estimate of 8000 dive days in the SOM each year from charter boats. Accurate assessment of the 

number of divers using the SOM is difficult as it is accessible from outwith the area and not all use local 

charter boats and facilities.  

8.3.1 Facilities 

Location Dive 

Centre 

Cylinder 

fills 

Boat launch Charter boats 

Lochaline  V V 
Including 

gas mix 

Village harbour  Lochaline Charter Boats (2 vessels) 

 Lochaline Dive Centre 

 Gaelic Rose 

Tobermory  V Tobermory 

Harbour 

Association 

slipway 

 Silver Swift Charters 

 Elizabeth G Charters  

 MV Amidas  

Oban V V V  Puffin Dive Centre 

 Liveaboard pick up 

 

8.3.2 Socio- Economic Profile 

 One dive centre, 5 charter boats within SOM 

                                                           
8 Based on 8000 dive days annually within the SOM and a daily expenditure of £69.52 using a retail price index transformation from 2003. This 
maybe an underestimate and may not include the cost of boat charter, which can be >£30 per person per day.  

Economic Contribution (annual) Employment Contribution 

National Local (SOM) National Local (SOM) 

Orkney: £1.5 million 

Berwickshire: £3.7 

million 

£556,160 (2007)8 No data See Tourism section 
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8.4 Angling 

8.4.1 Salmon and sea trout angling 

 The main rivers for wild fish are the Aros and Forsa on Mull and the River Aline on Morvern.   

 The Rivers Aros and Forsa on Mull are managed and monitored by the Mull District Salmon Fisheries 

Board in conjunction with the Argyll Fisheries Trust. 

 The River Aline and its catchment is owned by Ardtornish Estate who are part of the Lochaber District 

Salmon Fishery Board and are responsible for the management of the river. It can be fished with 

suitable permits from the shore for salmon and sea trout. One company, Fish Morvern organise wild 

fishing in Lochaline. 

8.4.2 Sea angling 

 Most fishing is by boat as it is hard to access good shore angling areas along the SOM although some 

fishing is possible off the Lochaline timber pier.   

 Species targeted:  common skate, thornback ray, conger eel, spurdog, tope, mackerel and pollack.  

 Common skate (Dipturus batis) is the main target species for sea angling in the SOM. Tagging of this 

species has been undertaken in the SOM and Firth of Lorn since 1974 in conjunction with local anglers 

and Richard Sutcliffe of Glasgow Museums (see Natural Heritage section for further information).  

 Approximately 2060 anglers participate in common skate angling per year in the SOM/Firth of Lorn 

area, around 300 charter trips. 

8.4.3 Socio- Economic Profile 

 3 operators run sea angling boat trips in the SOM: the MV Camrach run by Fish Morvern and MV 

Catchalot both in Lochaline and the MV Amidas in Tobermory.  Catchalot mainly targets common skate 

but makes no charge for customers as the vessel is not licensed.   

 6 sea angling charter boats based in Oban, Lorn and Loch Sunart some of which occasionally work in 

the SOM (Ardnamurchan Charters in Loch Sunart and MV Laura Dawn from Oban).  

 There is limited information nationally and for most local areas on the socio-economic contribution of 

sea angling. Economists from Glasgow Caledonian University conducting an economic assessment of 

recreational sea angling in Scotland. 

                                                           
9 Scottish Sea Anglers Conservation Network, htpp:// www.sccan.org 
10 HIE, http:// www.sccan.org/ssacn-library/others 
11 Based on survey of skate fishing participants using SOM and Firth of Lorn and 300 charter days annually (Thorburn 2008) 

Economic Contribution (annual) Employment Contribution 

National Local (SOM) National Local (SOM) 

Scotland: £150 million9 

 

HIE area: Net expenditure 

£15.6 million10 

Total contribution of 

common skate angling to 

economy (Oban & SOM): 

£292,500, Charter boats 

£135,00011 

HIE: 405 FTEs and 291 

direct FTEs10 

No data 
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8.4.4 Other Water Sports 

Jet-skiing: very occasional around Tobermory Bay.  

Sea kayaking: SOM generally not used extensively by kayakers (Seafreedom Kayaking, pers. comm.) 

8.5 Coastal paths, Viewpoints and Picnic areas 

 There are a variety of paths around the shores of the SOM and in neighbouring hills and forested areas 

but those of most relevance to the coast are centred around settlements e.g. Tobermory, Salen and 

Craingure on Mull and Lochaline, Bunevullin, Fuinary and Savary on Morvern.  

 Many of the paths provide viewpoints of the SOM, picnic areas, interpretation and opportunities to 

view local wildlife. 

 Argyll and Bute Council and Highland Council are currently developing a Core Path Plan, as required 

under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 detailing the network of paths that are important for 

recreation and everyday journeys.  

8.6 Tourism 

8.6.1 Leisure cruise ships 

 The leisure cruising sector is a rapidly growing global tourism sector and the UK is the leading market 

after North America.  

 Cruise ships frequent the SOM area, in particular Tobermory, from May to September.  

 There has been an increase in cruise liner passengers visiting Tobermory from 2365 in 2005 to 7086 in 

2007. 

8.6.2 Wildlife based tourism 

 The coastal and marine areas of Mull and Morvern offer excellent wildlife watching opportunities. Mull 

is widely recognised as a place to see wildlife, assisted by documentaries such as Eagle Island and the 

BBC series Spring and Autumn Watch.  

8.6.3 Boat based wildlife tourism 

 aŀǊƛƴŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 

attraction, with an estimated quarter of a million tourists part-taking in cetacean tourism annually on 

the west coast of Scotland (Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust). 

 The SOM is believed to be major route for cetaceans with Mull being the first UK location to be used 

for commercial tourist whale watching expeditions.  

 The SOM is largely used as a transit route to the Inner Minch and Outer Hebrides and as a destination 

in bad weather. Charters using the sound as transit may use Tobermory or Lochaline as an overnight 

stop.  

 Species regularly seen: minke whale, bottlenose dolphin, porpoise, and a variety of sea birds.   

 Boats vary from small day trip craft to large vessels taking trips from 6-10 days duration.  
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 The season is from March to October. 

8.6.4 Land based wildlife tourism 

 Species regularly seen: sea eagles, seals, porpoise, otters and a variety of sea birds. 

 Trips are available throughout the year.  

8.6.5 Visitor attractions and activities 

 Historic attractions: Duart Castle and Torosay Castle and Gardens, Mull (see Cultural Heritage section 

for further information) 

 Other attractions: Mull Railway (Craignure-Torosay), Tobermory Distillery, An Tobar, Forestry Walks 

and Paths 

 Activities: Mull and Iona Ranger Service offer a variety of activities throughout the year to locals and 

visitors 

8.6.6 Socio- Economic Profile - General tourism 

 In 2007 approximately £4.2bn of expenditure in Scotland came from tourism related activities.  

 9% of employment in Scotland is involved in tourist related industry sectors (2006).  

 Tourism related sectors are important for coastal and rural areas of Scotland, particularly areas of 

Argyll, Highland and Islands. Trips taken in the HIE area in 2006 had a resulting total expenditure of 

£750 million.  

 Approximately 2600 businesses in the HIE area are involved in the tourism industry, employing 23,800 

people, 13% of all employees in the area (2005). 

 The hotel and restaurant sector (related to tourism) is an important employment sector on Mull and 

Morvern/Ardnamurchan, more so than at the local authority or Scotland level.  

 Total visitor numbers to the SOM area is difficult to estimate. As an indication visitor numbers in 2008 

to An Tobar Centre (Tobermory) and Tobermory Distillery were just less than 20000, 34000 for Duart 

Castle, 30000 for Torosay Castle and 18500 for Ardnamurchan Lighthouse. 

8.6.7 Socio- Economic Profile - General marine tourism and recreation 

 Recreational activities has shown a 1250% increase in employment on Morvern and Ardnamurchan 

between 1996 and 2006, and a 600% increase in the number of businesses, possibly following the 

promotion of Lochaber and increase in outdoor sports and tourism. 

8.6.8 Socio- Economic Profile - Boat based wildlife tourism   

 There are at least 14 boat charter companies that use the SOM, with most boats being based on the 

coastline of mainland Argyll.  

 5 operators within the SOM all based in Tobermory: Sea Life Surveys, Silver Swift, Elizabeth G Charters, 

MV Amidas and Hebridean Adventure.  
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8.6.9 Socio- Economic Profile - Land based wildlife tourism 

 3 operators utilize the Mull coast of the SOM: Island Encounter Wildlife and Birdwatch Safaris, Isle of 

Mull Wildlife Expeditions and Discover Mull, who spend on average about 5-10% of their time along 

the Sound of Mull coast per tour.  

 Lochaline Dive Centre also offer wildlife holidays (3/5 days) which are mainly land based but do include 

some boat-based excursions. 

 Economic Contribution (annual) Employment Contribution 

National Local (SOM) National Local (SOM) 

Leisure cruise 

ships 

UK £1.4 billion 

(2006), turnover 

£1.86 billion 

Scotland: £30.4 

million, GVA £23 

million 

 

HIE area: £1.54 

million (1998) 

Between £304,272 

(2007) and  

£609,369 (2008)12  

Scotland: 812 

FTE jobs (2006) 

HIE area: 48.5 

FTEs (1998) 

Argyll and Isles: 4.1 FTEs 

(1998)  

Marine 

tourism/ 

recreation 

operators 

West coast of 

Scotland:  Cetacean 

watching total £7.8 

million (2001)13 

Average turnover 

for all charter boats 

£112,033.14  

 

Average turnover 

for marine wildlife 

tourism operators 

£84,19514 

 

Total turnover SOM 

based operators 

£332,30016 

 

Total turnover of 

wildlife/dive 

operators based 

outside SOM 

£870,00015 

No data 15 people (11 full time & 4 

part time)16 

 

Additional employment: 

16.517 

 

Total employment: 

31.516,17 

 

Marine wildlife boats: 

72.4% employed are local 

people 

86.4% of companies 

employ 5 people or less  

Visitor 

attractions 

No data Estimated total 

turnover £324,00018 

No data No data 

                                                           
12 Based on 7086 passengers visiting Tobermory in 2007 and a daily expenditure of £36 and £86 per day respectively 
13 Direct income was £1.8 million, associated expenditure on accommodation, food etc was £5.1 million and 16% stayed in the region they were 
visiting representing a further £0.9 million additional income (Warburton et al. 2001) 
14 Argyll Charter Boat Survey by SSMEI Sound of Mull Project 2008 
15 Based on 3 wildlife or dive operators based outwith the SOM but utilising it (30-35% of time) 
16 Based on 6 operators in the SOM who provided information (scuba diving, wildlife charter boats, sailing facilities) 
17 Based on employment multiplier of 2.1 
18 Based on numbers visiting Duart Castle, Torosay Castle and Tobermory Distillery and average admission price 
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8.7 Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

 Area well known for scenic qualities 

 Sheltered waters for recreational boating 

 Rich marine, coastal and land based biodiversity  

 Variety of cultural heritage sites  

 Recognised route to Outer Hebrides and Inner 

Minch area 

 Existing attractions, viewpoints, access points and 

interpretation 

 Low impact industry with potential high returns 

 Increasing visitors and scope for expansion 

 Good working relationships between 

sectors/interests and community groups in SOM 

allows potential for co-operation to develop 

shared facilities e.g. pontoons 

 Unpredictable and wet weather 

 Remoteness and road infrastructure from 

population centre in central Scotland 

 No direct ferry service Oban-Tobermory-

Lochaline-Morvern-Ardnamurchan  

 Limited local public transport and high cost e.g. 

ferry fares 

 Strong seasonality in some sectors  

 Lack of infrastructure and shoreline access ς boat 

launching and yachting facilities especially on 

Morvern/Ardnamurchan coast 

 Lack of low cost holiday accommodation for 

visitors and suitable accommodation for divers 

 Availability of diving charter boat spaces 

 Wreck site deterioration and historic interaction 

with mobile fishing gear 

 Lack of visitor facilities at cultural and natural 

heritage sites (parking, viewpoints, 

interpretation) and facilities for wet weather 

 Land ownership hindering development 

 Liability issues for infrastructure e.g. pontoons, 

moorings 

 No project officers to take forward opportunities 

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

 Economic downturn could reduce tourists 

travelling abroad and potentially increase tourism 

within UK 

 Potential for coastal villages to take advantage of 

yachting increases by developing mooring/berthing 

e.g. Sail West Project has identified Lochaline for 

development of new pontoon with agreed funding  

 Link developments with planned Oban Bay marina 

 Extension of tourist season to stabilise 

employment 

 Provision of alternative employment for traditional 

industries and links to supply chain 

 Improved marketing for existing and new 

recreation/tourism opportunities e.g. angling, 

kayaking 

 

 Tourism market competitive 

 Lack of infrastructure to deal with increased 

tourism e.g. road, public transport 

 Fuel prices in remote, rural areas 

 Road equivalent tariff scheme on ferries may 

result in more visitors to locations in the scheme 

and less to those outside i.e. Mull, Morvern 

 Down turn in economy 

 Potential for development of infrastructure to 

damage sensitive sites  

 Increased interaction with marine wildlife 

 Oils spills within or nearby SOM could impact 

marine and coastal wildlife  

 Finance for business/infrastructure development 

and marketing 

 Lack of support from Visit Scotland for marketing 

 Licences/consents required for development 
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8.8 Hard and Soft Constraints affecting Development and Activity  

 The following tables describe the constraints in terms of other sectors and interests for recreation and 

tourism relating to existing and future use and new or modifications to developments (i.e. 

infrastructure such as pontoons, piers, slipways and moorings). 

 The hard and soft constraints were informed by Policy G1, the Sectoral Interactions Report (2009) and 

factors considered by regulators for development applications. Soft constraints were identified as 

being competitive interactions with another sector for a resource e.g. species and space, and hard 

constraints as incompatible interactions with another interest, i.e. where the two interests cannot 

coexist and this it is not manageable. It was not possible to map all of the identified hard and soft 

constraints due to some being non-spatial in nature or data being unavailable to map these. Where 

constraints are mapped this is indicated by a V ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨConstraint aŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ½ƻƴŜǎΩ and a description 

of the feature mapped is given. 

 Further details of these constraints can be found using the reference number in the second column 

and referring to the SSMEI Sound of Mull Sectoral Interactions Report (2009). Existing Management 

references refer to codes in Appendix xx Existing Management.  

HARD CONSTRAINTS 

Sector Description (Reference Number) Existing 

Management 

Reference  

 Constraint 

Mapped in 

Zones 

Relevant 

SoMMSP  

Policies 

Relevant  

SoMMSP 

Actions 

Inshore 

fisheries 

Inappropriately buoyed creels pose a hazard 

to navigation and safety (30)
 

M68, M75, 

M112 

 RT1  

Aquaculture Existing lease sites restrict development and 

use (42) 

M69, M96, 

M77, M80 

 

V 

Existing sites 

  

Shipping,  

Navigation & 

Safety 

Existing shipping/ferry routes and navigation 

aids restrict development/use that interferes 

with their operation 

 V 

Existing routes 

and aids 

  

Inexperienced marine users being unaware of 

safety and navigation rules (77)
1
 

M17, M18, 

M53, M54, 

M56 

 RT1   

Natural 

Environment 

& 

Historic 

Heritage 

Disturbance of sensitive seabed habitats and 

historic heritage from anchoring and mooring 

chain scour (84) 

M69 V 

Species/ 

habitats and 

historic 

features 

RT1  

Infrastructure 

& Anchorages 

Existing coastal and marine infrastructure 

(including pontoons, piers, moorings) restrict 

development 

 V 

Existing 

infrastructure 

  

Cables, 

pipelines & 

outfalls 

Infrastructure development is restricted 

within 250m of an existing active  

cable/pipeline (88) 

M69, M77 

 

V 

Cable/pipelines 

RT1  

Infrastructure development is restricted in 

the immediate vicinity of outfalls and their 

end point. 

 V 

Outfall pipe and 

discharge point 
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SOFT CONSTRAINTS 

Sector Description (Reference Number) Existing 

Management 

Reference 

Constraint 

Mapped in 

Zones 

Relevant 

SoMMSP 

Policies 

Relevant  

SoMMSP 

Action 

Inshore 

fisheries 

Fishing grounds may constrain development 

(12)
 

M96, M92, M69 V 

Fishing 

grounds 

RT1  

Potential for developments e.g. pontoons to 

squeeze out fishing vessel berthing and 

associated activities (11)
 

M108    

Aquaculture Proximity to shellfish farms may constrain 

infrastructure  development that supports 

groups of vessels that have potential to 

discharge untreated waste (60) 

M78, M108 V 

Existing 

shellfish sites 

RT1, RT3  

Shipping,  

Navigation & 

Safety 

Large vessels may cause wash near pontoons, 

moorings (78) 

M93, M108 

 

V 

Existing 

infrastructure 

RT1  

Nuisance/safety issues related to jet skis & 

powered vessels (27, 79, 109) 

M18, M53, 

M54, M56, 

M108 

 

   

Infrastructure 

& Anchorages 

Anchorages may constrain development  V 

Anchorages 

  

Inconsiderate behaviour at access points e.g. 

pontoon, slipway can affect other users (86) 

M108 V 

Existing 

infrastructure 

RT1   

Natural 

Environment 

& Landscape/ 

Seascape 

Potential for disturbance  and damage to 
sensitive and/or important species and 
habitats

19
 from developments e.g. piers, 

slipways 

M14, M25,M39, 

M57, M79,M81, 

M86, M94 

V 

Species/ 

habitats 

RT1, RT3  

Potential for disturbance  and damage to 

sensitive and/or important species and 

habitats
19

 from recreation participant 

behaviour, visitors and tours (97,99) 

M33, M54,M71, 

M74, M85,M98, 

M101 

V 

Species/ 

habitats  

RT1, RT3  

Introduction of non-natives and pathogens 

(98) 

None    

Development constraints due to potential 

effects on landscape/seascape character and 

visual amenity 

M73, M79, 

M117 

   

Historic 

Heritage 

Potential to cause disturbance and damage 

coastal/marine archaeological sites from 

recreation participant behaviour, visitors and 

tours  (102, 103) 

M50, M60, M98, 

M113 

 

V 

Historic 

features 

RT1, RT3   

Water quality 

and waste 

Poor water quality or certain regulated 

effluent discharges detrimental to use (104)
 
 

M28, M52, M83 

M84, M88 

V 

Discharges 

  

Litter from marine and coastal users (106) M52, M78, M88    

Recreation Competition between recreational users for 

space (107)
 
 

M18, M53, M54, 

M56 

V 

Existing use 

RT1  

                                                           
19

 Sensitive and/or important species and habitats are listed under Policy G1 and also under the Natural Environment Section of this 
plan along with information on their sensitivity to impacts and disturbance. Their spatial location where known is mapped in the 
Zones. 
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Competition between recreational users for 

marine access (108) 

M71 

 

V 

Existing 

infrastructure 

RT1  

 

8.9 Neutral and positive sectoral interactions 

 The following tables outline the neutral and positive interactions between recreation and tourism and 

other sectors and interests as described in more detail in the Sectoral Interactions Report (2009). 

Further details of these interactions can be found using the reference number in the second column 

and referring to the SSMEI Sound of Mull Sectoral Interactions Report (2009). Current Management 

references refer to codes in Appendix xx Existing Management.  

NEUTRAL INTERACTIONS 

Sector Description (Reference Number) Existing Management 

Reference 

Relevant 

SoMMSP  

Policies 

Relevant  

SoMMSP 

Actions 

Inshore 

fisheries 

Competition for space (26)
 
 M18, M53, M54, M56   RT1  

Depletion of angling stocks (29) M13, M89 RT1  

Removal of species by divers (33) M13 RT1   

Aquaculture Potential for vessel collision with farm 

structures (58) 

M17, M18, M53, M56, 

M58, M69, M77 

RT1  

Prevention of anchoring by redundant 

aquaculture bottom equipment unable to be 

removed (59) 

M77   

Vessels tying off to farm structures (61) M115   

Shipping,  

Navigation & 

Safety 

Competition for space (76, 80)
 
 M2, M18, M53, M54, 

M56, M93, M111 

RT1, RT3   

Tourism Competition for space (114)                                   M74, M85 RT1  

MOD Competition for space (111) M18, M53, M54, M56, 

M114 

RT1  

Marine 

renewable 

energy 

Competition for space and navigation 

constraints (112) 

M24, M42, M43, M64, 

M69 

 

RT1 

 

 

 

POSITIVE INTERACTIONS 

Sector Description (Reference Number) Existing Management 

Reference 

Relevant 

SoMMSP  

Policies 

Relevant  

SoMMSP 

Actions 

Aquaculture Sharing of infrastructure e.g. piers/jetties (43) None RT1  

Infrastructure 

& anchorages 

Infrastructure beneficial to recreation and 

tourism but more required (85) 

M79, M108, M116 RT1  

Natural 

Environment 

Management of areas for habitats/ species 

(96) 

M14, M39, M86 RT1  

 

 



12 

 

8.10 Policies  

RT 1 DEVELOPMENT AND ACTIVITY 

Existing and future use by activities and new or modifications to developments should be encouraged and 

considered favourably where they comply with Policy G1. 

 

Additional Criteria  

Developments and future activity use that considers and contribute towards the following and support Policy 

G2 should be considered more favourably and encouraged: 

i. Accommodate the multiple use of space and physical developments e.g. infrastructure 

ii. Promote and utilise effective working relationships between sectors/businesses/community groups 

with and outwith the SOM 

iii. Extend or enhance provision for those participating in marine and coastal recreation and tourism 

iv. Appropriate management of attracting visitors and associated spend to the SOM 

v. Lengthen the tourist season and encourage sustainable business development 

vi. Provision of visitor facilities at sites of interest e.g. parking, waste disposal, interpretation and/or wet 

weather facilities 

vii. Enhance or improve the use of existing attractions and facilities 

viii. Enhance local transport services 

 

Zones - Spatial Opportunities and Constraints 

The Zones describe and map the spatial opportunities for Recreation and Tourism development and future 

activity and an overview map of these opportunities is provided in Map RT2. Developments and future 

activity use that fulfil these spatial opportunities should be considered more favourably and encouraged. 

However, these opportunities are still subject to obtaining the required consents. These opportunities are 

indicative and do not preclude development applications and activities elsewhere. 

 

The Zones describe and map the hard and soft constraints20 for Recreation and Tourism which should be 

considered in development and future activity. Consideration should be given to them as follows:  

 Developments and existing/future activity within hard constraint areas should be discouraged. 

 Development and existing/future activity within soft constraint areas should comply with Policy G1 

and undertake appropriate negotiation and mitigation in conjunction with other relevant sectors and 

interests.  

 

                                                           
20

 Hard and soft constraints were informed by Policy G1, the Sectoral Interactions Report (2009) and factors 
considered by regulators for development applications. Soft constraints were identified as being competitive 
interactions with another sector for a resource e.g. species and space, and hard constraints as incompatible 
interactions with another interest, i.e. where the two interests cannot coexist and this it is not manageable.  
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Justification 

Policy RT1 provides a sectoral policy for Development and Activity for Recreation and Tourism 

encompassing Policy G1 and G2.  It promotes favourable consideration of development and future activities 

that contribute towards the Additional Criteria outlined as being of value to the area. Additional Criteria 

were identified from the SWOT analysis which was formed from input by the SOM Working Group, 

Recreation and Tourism Subgroup, Liaison Network and Socio-economic report as areas for future 

development focus.  

 

The Zones outline the spatial locations of opportunities and hard and soft constraints for Recreation and 

Tourism to guide development and existing/future use. Hard and soft constraints were informed by Policy 

G1, the Sectoral Interactions Report (2009) and factors considered by regulators for development 

applications. Soft constraints were identified as being competitive interactions with another sector for a 

resource e.g. species and space, and hard constraints as incompatible interactions with another interest, i.e. 

where the two interests cannot coexist and this it is not manageable. Spatial opportunities are identified 

based on information on constraints, current activities/interests and areas for safeguarding.  

 

Development, existing and future activities in the area are encouraged to take account of the safeguarding 

policies of other sectors to ensure that the low levels of competition and incompatibility within the Sound 

of Mull are maintained to enable sustainable growth. 

SoMMSP Policies for reference 

G1 and G2 [To be completed] 

 

RT 2 SAFEGUARDING  

Other sectors and competent authorities should  take account of interactions with the following features 

when considering future development and existing and future use in order to safeguard assets of importance 

to recreation and tourism:  

 Anchorages; 

 Dive sites, particularly those of economic significance; 

 Viewpoints; 

 Marine and coastal areas used by tourism tours; and 

 Current visitor attractions and facilities. 

 

Justification 

These features were identified and agreed as being important to safeguard and agreed by the SOM Working 

Group and Recreation and Tourism Subgroup. 

SoMMSP Policies for reference 
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G1, G2 [To be completed] 

 

RT 3 VOLUNTARY/STATUTORY MANAGEMENT 

Development, existing and future activities in the area are encouraged to take adopt the following voluntary 

codes of conduct during their operation in addition to any statutory codes or requirements  to ensure that 

the low levels of competition and incompatibility within the Sound of Mull are maintained to enable 

sustainable growth: British Sub-Aqua Club Dive Code of Conduct; Code of Best Practice for the capture and 

release of common skate by recreational anglers; Maritime and Coastguard Agency Codes of Practice; 

Scottish Canoe Association ς Paddlers Access Code; Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code; Wild Scotland 

Best Practice Guidelines; and Tobermory Bay/ Harbour Association. Good Practice (see Appendix xx for 

website links). 

 

Actions detailed in Section 6 that address interactions with other sectors/interests or relate to improvements 

to voluntary codes of conduct and statutory management measures should be considered and adopted 

where possible by the relevant bodies identified (Appendix xx) to enhance current management.   

 

Justification 

Interaction management and recommendations for improvements to voluntary and statutory management 

measures were discussed and agreed by the SOM Working Group and Recreation and Tourism Subgroup. 

SoMMSP Policies for reference 

G1, G2 [To be completed] 

 

8.11 Actions 

Justification 

The following actions were identified and agreed by the SOM Working Group and Sector Subgroup as means 

to improve the current management of the sectors, their interactions with one another and other interests 

and to assist in the delivery of Policies G1, G2 and Sectoral Policies. 

The actions are divided into 5 categories. Further details on these actions including links to relevant SoMMSP 

Plan objectives and policies, relevant bodies for implementation, prioritisation and timescale are provided in 

the Action Plan (Appendix xx). 

 

[tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ bƻΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǊŜ ŘǊŀŦǘŜŘ ŀǎ 

there will be some overlap between sectors] 
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8.11.1 Awareness 

Action 

No. 

Description 

 Develop SOM interpretation on best places and times of year to see marine and coastal wildlife 

including sensitivities and guidance on how to behave. 

 Raise awareness of appropriate access points for recreation and tourism along SOM coastline 

identified in SoMMSP to avoid damage and disturbance. 

 Installŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ-{[h²Ω ǊƻŀŘ ǎƛƎƴ ŀǘ {ƎƛŀǘƘ wǳŀŘƘΣ {ŀƭŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ 

road. 

 Raise awareness of importance of common skate in SOM and surrounding areas to anglers, public, 

competent authorities and commercial fishing. 

 Encourage inclusion and development of aquaculture in educational/visitor tours. 

 If competitive interactions with fishing develop, liaison should be undertaken with Mull and Small 

Isles IFG and Fishing Associations. 

 Provision of information for vessel users at launch points/berthing areas on aquaculture farms with 

unexpected features and dangers on approaching farms. 

 Raise awareness of the effects of recreational vessel discharge on aquaculture sites (particularly 

shellfish) and investigate development of best practice/code of conduct. 

 Encourage education and promotion of marine safety/navigational rules and training amongst 

recreational water users. Investigate information provision on training centres, suitable access 

points, and a summary of important safety/navigational rules at access points and through clubs. 

 Encourage routine local litter surveys to identify source of pollution and monitor. 

 

8.11.2 Voluntary Management & Codes of Conduct 

Action 

No. 

Description 

 Encourage businesses supplying recreational/tour services and to adhere to and promote relevant 

codes of conduct for their interest (see RT3). 

 Encourage use and improve awareness amongst marine and coastal users of the Scottish Marine 

Wildlife Watching Code. 

 Provide information on invasive non-native marine species, reporting methods. Promote cleaning of 

equipment to reduce transmission and its inclusion in recreational codes of conduct. 

 If natural or historic site deterioration occurs, discuss appropriate measures with SNH/Historic 

Scotland. 
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8.11.3 Statutory management 

Action 

No. 

Description 

 Development of core paths under the Scottish Outdoor Access Code should consider their impact on 

natural and historic features of interest.  

 Investigate the potential to develop legal requirement for holding tanks for sewage on vessels less 

than 50m in proximity to aquaculture farms (particularly shellfish) within the UK. 

 Investigate the potential to develop a national system for implementing, consenting and monitoring 

sewage discharges for concentrations of vessels e.g. at marinas, as this is not currently undertaken 

 Investigate and discuss further the need for improved shipping route markers or route marking for 

east/west bound traffic in SOM. 

 

8.11.4 Infrastructure and facilities 

Action 

No. 

Description 

 Development of improved infrastructure (parking, toilets, interpretation, moorings, pontoons) in 

locations specified in Zones to improve accessibility and information. 

 Investigate and encourage installation of mooring blocks on popular wreck sites to reduce shot line 

impact and ease access. 

 Investigate opportunities for sharing existing and new infrastructure between sectors. 

 Encourage more holistic approach to design and siting of new road in Salen to account for access 

needs of recreation and tourism. 

 Encourage Road-Equivalent-Tariff to be applied to all ferries in Argyll and Bute and Highland area to 

support and encourage tourism. 

 

8.11.5 Sustainable Business Growth 

Action 

No. 

Description 

 Encourage improved coordination and marketing of recreation and tourism development in the 

SOM through co-operation between local groups, businesses and relevant regulators. 

 Improve information and access to funding sources. 

 Raise awareness of potential for diversification from other sectors, e.g. fishing. 

 Investigate and encourage a development plan for marine tourism for Mull, Ardnamurchan and 

Morvern.  
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Map RT 1. Current known Recreation and Tourism activities and supporting infrastructure 


