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5.2 Aquaculture 

Developments Related to Coastal and Marine Infrastructure  

Please note that whilst reference is made in this sector to coastal and marine infrastructure, i.e. piers, 

jetties, pontoons, slipways, moorings and navigation aids and their implications for Aquaculture, the 

policies, opportunities and hard and soft constraints for infrastructure development are given under the 

Coastal and Marine Infrastructure section of this plan. 

 

5.2.1 Introduction 

The seas around Scotland are some of the most productive in the world, and the economic importance of 

ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ is reflected by the higher proportion of 

these jobs compared to other sectors. In total Scottish marine and coastal areas support 16,000 fishing and 

aquaculture related jobs, and aquaculture in Scotland accounts for 90% oŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŦŀǊƳŜŘ Ŧƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭƭfish. 

The industry is seen as particularly beneficial to coastal societies as it provides year round employment 

halting rural depopulation in Scottish coastal areas.  

 

As a whole the aquaculture industry is well established in the SOM with salmon farms having operated 

ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфулΩǎΦ However, shellfish production in the SOM itself is underdeveloped when compared 

with surrounding areas that have large oyster and mussel farms, and there may be potential for further 

expansion of shellfish sites. 

 

The following sections give an overview of the various activities within this sector. The overview of 

businesses, employment and economic contribution provided are summarised from a report by Magill et al. 

(2009) unless otherwise stated. The location of all known Aquaculture activities where spatial data was 

available is presented in Map A1 and in the Sub-area maps; and Map A2 presents opportunities identified 

for Aquaculture development in the SOM. 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map A1: Current known Aquaculture activities, supporting infrastructure and designations. The spatial accuracy of mapped information on activities is variable 
and these maps should not be used for navigation.  


