5.1 Inshore Fishing

Developments Related to Coastal and Marine Infrastructure

Please note that whilst reference is made in this sector to coastal and marine infrastructure, i.e. piers,
jetties, pontoons, slipways, moorings and navigation aids and their implications for Inshore Fishing, the
policies, opportunities and hard and soft constraints for infrastructure development are given under the

Coastal and Marine Infrastructure section of this plan.

5.1.1 |Introduction

Traditionally the Scottish sea fishing industry has been the major player in the social and economic fabric of
sO2GtFyRQa O2Fadlft O2 Yrenmé aréad & tha west bodsiioh SCodand: (NFylE
Highland and islands). However dramatic changes have taken place in the industry over recent decades.
Once dominated by herring and whitefish fleets (cod and haddock), significant reductions in landings and
falling stocks of these species has meant the inshore fleet has shifted to concentrate largely on shellfish
(mainly nephrops) species. A number of measures have been introduced by the EU in an attempt to
preserve whitefish stocks, including a quota system for whitefish landings and restrictions on the number of
days spent at sea. This has caused a contraction of the fleet, with many fishing boat owners opting to take

advantage of the decommissioning scheme in the face of an uncertain future for the industry.

The following sections give an overview of the various activities within this sector. The overview of
businesses, employment and economic contribution provided are summarised from a report by Magill et al.
(2009) unless otherwise stated. The location of all known Inshore Fisheries activities where spatial data
was available is presented in Map IF1 and in the Sub-area maps. Map IF2 presents opportunities identified

for Inshore Fishing in the SOM.
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5.1.2 Sound of Mull Fishing Area Designation

The SOM falls within the inshore waters of ICES area Vla ¢ West of Scotland. The entire Vla area is quite
large, taking in the coastline, inshore waters and continental shelf waters to the west of Scotland. The area
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admin) ports. Tobermory is the only home port within the SOM and all boats registered in the area are
attached to Oban admin port. The SOM is regularly fished by boats registered outside the area and is
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other administration port of relevance is Mallaig in the Highland region.

5.1.3 Local Fleet Profile

Providing an accurate assessment of fishing activity and fisheries statistics in the SOM is difficult as it is a
small area within the Oban district port. The area is fished by both local and non local vessels. Local vessels
also may not fish exclusively within the SOM and fish may be landed in both Oban and Mallaig. Information
on the activities of local fishing vessels was sought through the Mull Aquaculture and Fisheries Association
(MAFA), and suggests that at least one local prawn trawler uses the SOM regularly during the summer
months. Additional trawlers visit the area on a seasonal basis, particularly from the east coast. Two scallop
diving vessels are based in Tobermory and one is occasionally based in Lochaline. The area is also regularly
visited by scallop diving vessels from Oban, west Mull, Salen and Loch Sunart (S. Barlow pers. comm.).
There are 5 local prawn creelers (4 based in Tobermory and one in Lochaline). One non local creeler fishes
the area on a fairly regular basis and there may be additional boats that fish less regularly. Velvet crabs and

lobsters are also targeted, most probably from the same fleet vessels that fish for prawns.

Local Fleet and Target Species Details (MAFA and SwBaeos.Comm)

Nephrops 1 North  sound, Trawlers from outside the area

Bloody Bay visit on a seasonal basis
Nephrops 5 Any area with Yearround
muddy seabed
Crab/ Along both Possibly same fleet vessels as
Lobster shorelines of the prawn creelers. Velvet crabs
sound exploited from Nov-Dec.
Scallops Usually only in SOM during bad
weather
Whelks Duart area ¢
sublittoral
Scallops 2 Reef edges and 1 boat occasionally based in
gullies Lochaline, visiting boats use the
area



Winkles Na Shoreline, both
sides

In 2004, the home port of Tobermory had 5 vessels over 10m, and 11 vessels under 10m registered
(Seafish 2005). Of those vessels over 10 m, 1 had a Category A fishing license, likely to be a multipurpose
vessel that can target different species (whitefish, prawns, scallops), three vessels had Category B licenses,
which allow for restricted access to all available stocks (scallops and nephrops, not whitefish), and the
remaining vessel had a C category license, which allows for access to available stocks (stocks with no quota

set, such as crab).

Tobermory Fleet by license typeSeafish 2005

- Category Al Category B| Category C| Under 10m
1 1

Trawler

Dredger 1 1 1 3
Creeler 1 7 8
Shellfish hanad 1 3 4

collection
Total 1 3 1 11 16

5.1.4 Fisheries Landings

The SOM falls partly into three fisheries statistic Squares, 41E4, 42E3 and 42E4 (Fisheries Research Services,
FRS), although all squares include substantial fishing areas outside the SOM. The landings data were
obtained from FRS for these three squares, and data for Oban and Mallaig district ports was also collated.
Although this does not give accurate estimates for fishing with the SOM in particular, it does give an

indication of fishing activity in the surrounding region.

Landings into Oban and Mallaig (Scottish Sea Fisheries Statistics 2006)

Landing Type of Tonnes Value | Tonnes| Value | Tonnes | Value
District Landings (£000) (£000) (£000)
Fishing areas 391 4134 128 228 -67.3 -44.9

including SOM 1488 188 636 1539 -99.9 -99.2
(41E4,  42E3,

42E4) Shellfish 4819 8818 2642 7677 -45.2 -12.9

Total 6698 9420 2771 7906 -58.6 -16.1




Pelagic 1054 162 0 0 -95.3 -100
Shellfish 4341 7339 3032 7170 -30.2 -2.3
Total 5657 7779 3166 7301 -44.0 -6.1
Mallaig Demersal 5477 5410 989 1404 -81.9 -74.0
Pelagic 3827 513 0 0 -100 -100
Shellfish 4170 7890 3010 7820 -27.8 -0.9
Total 13474 13813 3999 9225 -70.3 -33.2

The figures show that both pelagic and demersal species landings saw dramatic decreases in tonnage and
value in all landing districts between 2000 and 2006. In contrast, although by 2006 shellfish landings had
decreased in Oban (30%) and Mallaig (27%), the value for shellfish only decreased by 2% and 1%
respectively. This indicates that shellfish species make the largest contribution now, and will probably do so
in the future for the fishing sector and associated economy of the SOM and Oban port. The industry is
largely driven by the value of the catch, and so long as the price of shellfish is maintained it should continue
to make up the biggest share of landings. This is dependant on stocks being adequately maintained to be

able to withstand fishing pressure.

5.1.5 Earnings and fployment

Figures for earnings and employment in the SOM are not easily identifiable and somewhat conflictive.
Earnings in the fishing sector are particularly difficult to assess as crew are generally not paid in terms of a
weekly or monthly wage, but instead paid Ay G SNX¥a 2 7F | YstaNdSfdhe grofits dddBe@ @ ¢ K d
by the crew is directly affected by both the amounts of catch and the price received at the time of landing.
In 2006 it was reported that earnings in the HIE region across the whole workforce were 92.9% of the
national level. And in 2005 Seafish provided an estimate of weekly crew share levels in the Argyll and
Islands Enterprise (AIE) area of £359, which is approximately 20% higher than the level for the whole
workforce, contrasting with the HIE data (Seafish 2005). This disparity may arise from the difficulties in
obtaining comparable weekly earnings data for this sector, a decrease in earnings across the sector in
comparison with the whole workforce, or due to the data being applicable to slightly different geographical

areas.

In terms of employment, figures from the Scottish Government show fisheries and fishery dependent
employment is estimated to account for 10 ¢ 16% of local jobs in Oban and the Argyll Islands. HIE reports
FAAKAY I AYRAdZZGNE SYLX 28YSyld 2F HT dAnd fishing Bdusayn n 1 0 =
employment data gathered from the Annual Business Inquiry (ABI) for 2003 and 2006, for which the SOM

area could be extracted shows an increase in employment in the sector of 48% from 29 to 43"

! ABI statistics, available frorthe Ofiice for National StatisticKlOMIS resource.



In addition to direct employment, the fishing industry is supported by a number of sectors. Some are
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supporting sectors to the fishing industry was not available for Tobermory and the SOM. Details below are

given for Oban, the nearest admin port, and the AIE area for indicative purposes (Seafish 2005). The
employment multiplier is calculated by adding the ratio of additional jobs to each capture sector job (e.g.

for every 100 jobs in the capture sector in Oban there were approximately an additional 64 associated jobs

giving a figure of 1.64).

Estimate of Fishing Support Service Employment in Oban

Upstream employment

Administration Harbour Authority, Fisheries 6 19.5
Office, Training

Vessel and gear Engineering, electrical, 25 71
hydraulics, gear supplies, repair

Logistics Transport, fuel 12 51
Downstream employment

Merchants/traders 22 86
Processors 7 183
Capture Sector Employment 113 608

Total Employment (capture sector a 185 1019
all support services)
Employment multiplier 1.64 1.68

Socie Economic Profile

Economic Contribution (annuatirnover) Empbyment Contribution

National Local (SOM) National Local (SOM)
£370 million £7.3m (Oban landings 4,772 FTEs 43 FTEs (ABI, 2006)
(total landings value) (Seafish 2007)  27.52 in supporting
value) industries?

2 Calculated from employment multiplier of 1.64 for Oban Port
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5.1.6 Policies
IFL DEVELOPMENT ANDIAATY

Part A - Effects on other interests

Inshore fishing development® and activity’ should be encouraged and considered favourably where it

complies with Policy SOM G1 and:
e s located where a soft constraint(s)° is identified for Inshore Fishing but satisfactory negotiation and
mitigation in conjunction with relevant interests® can be demonstrated:;
has considered Potential Negative Interactions for Inshore Fishing and demonstrated satisfactory

negotiation and mitigation in conjunction with relevant interests.

In addition, developments and activities should be discouraged in locations where a hard constraint(s)** is

identified for Inshore Fishing

Part B - Opportunities and Additional Criteria

Opportunities

The spatial opportunities for Inshore Fisheries development and future activity are given in Section 5.3.9.
Developments and future activities that fulfil these spatial opportunities should be considered more
favourably and encouraged. However, the opportunities identified are indicative, subject to obtaining the

required consents, and do not preclude development applications and activities elsewhere.

Additional Criteria
Developments and activities that consider and contribute towards the following and support Policy SOM G2
should be considered more favourably and encouraged:
Positive interactions with other sectors/interests listed for Inshore Fisheries;
Accommaodate the multiple use of space and physical developments e.g. infrastructure;
Promote and utilise effective working relationships between sectors/businesses/community groups
with and outwith the SOM;

Encourage sustainable business development.

® Developments defined as use that does require a statutory consent to utilise a defined area from a competent authority to proceed. This can
include new developments or alterations, extensions or changes in material use to existing developments that require a statutory consent.

* Activities defined as existing or future use that is covered by a public right of use (e.g. navigation) and/or does notrequire a statutory consent to
utilise a defined area from a competent authority to proceed (e.g. Crown Estate Lease, Planning Permission, CAR Consent)

® Hard and soft constraints were informed by the Sectoral Interactions Report (2009) and factors considered by regulators for development
applications. Hard constraints are identified as being as incompatible interactions with another interest, i.e. where the two interests cannot coexist
and this it is not manageable and soft constraints were identified as being competitive interactions with another sector for a resource e.g. space.
These are listed for each of the Sectors and their location is given in the Sub-areas.

® Relevant interests for constraints and interactions are outlined for each Sub-area.




Justification

Policy IF1 provides a sectoral policy for Development and Activity for Inshore Fishing encompassing Policy
SOM G1 and SOM G2. It promotes favourable consideration of development and future activities that
contribute towards the Additional Criteria outlined as being of value to the area. Additional Criteria were
identified from the SWOT analysis which was formed from input by the SOM Working Group, Inshore

Fisheries Subgroup, Liaison Network and socio-economic report as areas for future development focus.

The Supporting Information for Policies and the Sub-areas outline the spatial locations of opportunities and
hard and soft constraints for Inshore Fisheries to guide development and existing/future use. Hard and soft
constraints were informed by Policy SOM G1, the Sectoral Interactions Report (2009) and factors
considered by regulators for development applications. Spatial opportunities are identified based on
information on constraints, current activities/interests and areas for safeguarding.

SoMMSP Policies for reference

SOM G1 and SOM G2

IFR2VOLUNTARY/STATUTORANAGEMENT

Developments and activities are encouraged to adopt the following voluntary codes of conduct/ contact local
management organisations (where applicable), in addition to any statutory codes or requirements, to
ensure that the low levels of competition and incompatibility within the Sound of Mull are maintained to
enable sustainable growth:

e Inshore Fishing Groups

e /2RS 2F O2YyRdzOG 0SG¢SSy alfftrA3a |yR b2NI

Association) and Mull Aquaculture and Fishing Association
e Mull Aquaculture and Fishing Association

(See Appendix xx for website links)

Actions detailed for this sector that address interactions with other sectors/interests or relate to

improvements to voluntary codes of conduct and statutory management measures should be considered and

adopted where possible by the relevant bodies identified (see Monitoring, Review and Action Plan

Implementation) to enhance current management.

Justification
Interaction management and recommendations for improvements to voluntary and statutory management
measures were discussed and agreed by the SOM Working Group and Inshore Fishing Subgroup.

SoMMSP Policies for reference



SOM G1 and G2

5.1.7 Supporting Information for Policies

Hard and SofQonstraints affecting Development and Ativity

The following tables describe the constraints in terms of other sectors and interests for Inshore Fishing
referred to under Policy SOM G1 and IF1. The hard and soft constraints were informed by Policy SOM G1,
the Sectoral Interactions Report (2009) and factors considered by regulators for development applications.
Soft constraints were identified as being competitive interactions with another sector for a resource e.g.
species and space, and hard constraints as incompatible interactions with another interest, i.e. where the
two interests cannot coexist and this is not manageable. Further details of these constraints can be found

using the reference number and referring to the SSMEI Sound of Mull Sectoral Interactions Report (2009).

DESCRIPTION OF CONSTRAINTBIEBBREISHING

CONSTRAINTS MAPHEDR SOFT CONSTRAINTS (Ref Num
EACH SECTOR

Inshore Fisheries None identified Existing fishing grounds (4)
Aquaculture
Finfish and shellfish leases Development or activity restricted in | None identified

locations  occupied by existing
development and infrastructure

Recreation and Tourism
Sailing routes/areas None identified
Dive sites

Sea/skate angling areas
Wildlife watching areas

Potential for Pontoon developments
to squeeze out vessel berthing and
associated activities (11)

Viewpoints

Shipping & Transport

Ferry/shipping routes and Development or activity restricted | None identified
Navigation aids where it interferes with operation of

existing routes and aids

Coastal/marine infrastructure
& anchorages

Jetties/piers/slipways Development or activity restricted in Mobile gear interactions  with

Moorings/mooring areas locations occupied by infrastructure pipelines (13)

Cables/ pipelines Habour competition from other
sectors (11)

Natural & Historic

Environment

Sites, Habitats and Species of None identified Damage to habitats and species (14)

Significance ’ SAC and SPA designations (16)

Coastal and marine historic sites Expansion of  current and

Sites, Habitats and Species of Significance are listed under Policy SOM G1 and also under the Natural Environment Section of this plan. The Natural
Environment section should be referred to for further information on the sensitivity of these species and habitats to impacts and disturbance from
Inshore Fishing. Their spatial location where known is mapped in the Sub-areas and in the Natural Environment Section.



establishment of new designations
constraining activity (17, 21)
Designated protected wrecks (20)

Water quality & waste
Effluent discharge points/ outfalls

None identified

Requirement for good water quality
(53)
Release of nutrients (54)

Marine Renewable Energy

None identified

Loss of ground (36)
Species/ habitats affected during
construction (36)

Positiveand Potential Negativanteractions

The table outlines Positive and Potential Negative Interactions between Inshore Fishing and other sectors

and interests referred to under Policy SOM G1 and IF1. Further details of these interactions can be found

using the reference number and the SSMEI Sound of Mull Sectoral Interactions Report (2009).

SECTOR

Positive Interactions
Description (Ref Number)

Inshore fisheries

None identified

T e |

Mobile vs. Static ¢ Space (1)
Mobile vs. Static ¢ Edible crab/scallop
@

Mobile vs. Static ¢ Scallop (3)

Aquaculture

Creel fishing targeting edges of
farms (6)

Loss of resources (4)
Impacts on water quality, seabed
habitats and biodiversity (5)

Recration & Tourism

Diversification of fishermen into
tourism (34)

Competition for space (26)
Nuisance/safety (jet skis & powered
vessels) (27)

Inexperienced boat users (28)

Depletion of angling stocks (29)

Wash from powered vessels (31)

Mobile gear damage of habitats used by
divers (32)

Removal of species by recreational
divers (33)

Infrastructure

Shipping & Transport None identified Space (7)
Shipping lanes (8)
Static gear (9)
MOD space requirements (35)
Coastal andMarine Infrastructure sharing (10) Loss of ground (12)

Natural & Historic Environment

Protected wreck designations
provide habitats for species
targeted by creelers (20)

Disturbance of habitats and birds from
shellfish harvesting (15)
Wreck and gear damage at sites (18,20)

Water quality and wate

None identified

Water quality affecting catch (22)
Water quality affecting gear handling
(23)

Gear damage from litter/ debris (24)
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Litter originating from vessels (25)
Marine Renewable Energy | None identified None identified

Strengths, Weaknesses, @prtunities and Threats

STRENGTHS

e Marine environment in the SOM is clean and of

Stock protection and recovery plans have lead

high quality to a contraction of the fishing fleet both

e SOM offers fishing grounds in bad weather nationally and regionally

¢ Industry brings vital economic and social benefits e  Lack of skilled crew
to the communities of SOM e Young people may not see fishing as a good

¢ Fishing supports a range of onshore business career choice ¢ it may be seen as an unstable
sectors, although not all will be located in the employment there are not as many possibilities
study area for formal training and qualifications, and it

e Industry dominated by shellfish capture which may be seen as a dangerous career.
has a high value and in high demand, both at e The industry is heavily reliant on the shellfish
home and abroad, particularly for live high industry ¢ particularly NephropsA reduction in
quality products stock numbers, quota restrictions or

e Scottish shellfish in particular is recognised for fluctuations in market prices could have
high quality significant impacts on the industry

e Seafood consumption is generally associated e Arearegularly utilised by visiting boats
with a healthy diet and has a good image within particularly in bad weather, therefore full
the general public economic benefits of the fishing grounds are

unlikely to be felt at the local level.

e Fishing grounds in SOM are well utilised and
there is little room for expansion into new
grounds

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS

e Improved training and recognised qualification = e Stocks of both fish and shellfish need to be

routes could improve image of fishing to young managed sustainably
people as a career option e Climate change ¢ may bring new (and

e The seafood market is increasing but more could potentially unwanted) species and we may see
be done to promote seafood products at the some species decrease in abundance
local, regional and international levels. Regional e Many shellfish markets are reliant on
branding or certification schemes such as the international markets which in the current
Marine Stewardship Council could increase financial climate may experience decline. There
profile and increase demand is a need to increase local, regional and

e A scheme to secure some stocks for local vessels national markets to maintain the industry

only could increase economic benefits to the ' e Current and future of fuel prices are prohibitive
local community and raise the profile of the Decrease in home-grown skilled crew
industry. Such a scheme could involve spatial and

temporal management for different

gears/vessels and local fishermen being involved

in overseeing/managing the scheme
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5.1.8 Opportunities & Actions

Opportunities

This section outlines the Opportunities referred to under Policy SOM G1 and IF1. The spatial opportunities
for Inshore Fisheries were identified based on information on constraints, current activities/interests and
areas important for safeguarding for existing sectors and interests. An overview of the location of these
opportunities is given in Map IF2 as points with a reference number linking it to the attributes in the table
below. However, the opportunities identified are indicative, subject to obtaining the required consents, and

do not preclude development applications and activities elsewhere.

Map Reference Description
(Subarea Map: Reference

No.}

8 N= North, S= South, C = Craignure, T = Tobermory, LA = Loch Aline
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Map IF1. Opportunities for Recreation and Tourism Developmento be completed
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Actions

The following actions were identified and agreed by the SOM Working Group and Sector Subgroups as means
to improve the current management of the sectors, their interactions with one another and other interests
and to assist in the delivery of Policies SOM G1, SOM G2 and Sectoral Policies. The actions are divided into 5
categories. Further details on these actions including links to relevant SOMMSP Plan objectives and policies,
relevant bodies for implementation, prioritisation and timescale are provided in the Action Plan.
[tfSFasS y20GS {rkhs follbwing taifey are ioh@c@mplEted once Actions for are drafted as
there will be some overlap between sectors]

RaisingAwareness

Description

Voluntary Management & Codes of Conduct

Action Descriptian

No.
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Statutory management

Action Description

No.

Infrastructure and facilities

Action Description

\\[o}

Sustainable Businessr@wth

Description
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