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5.6 Natural & Historic Environment 

5.6.1 Introduction 

The SOM is an area rich in scenery, and has a diversity of habitats and wildlife which attract visitors to the 

area to appreciate its natural qualities. The historic heritage of the area is equally impressive with an 

expansive collection of buildings, monuments, historic sites and ancient landscapes spread throughout the 

Sound. For many activities in the SOM a healthy and viable natural and historic environment is essential to 

ensure long term stability and prosperity.    

 

The following sections give an overview of seabed habitat types, habitats and species either protected 

under European designated sites or identified in national or local Biodiversity Action Plans, existing 

terrestrial designations/ planning guidance areas that are present in the SOM, sensitivity of sites, habitats 

and species to sectoral activity effects, and sites of environmental and historical significance. Several maps 

display natural and historical environment spatial information as follows: 

 Map NHE1 - Seabed and intertidal habitats. 

 Map NHE2 - Species records and areas of significance.  

 Map NHE3 - Local and national terrestrial designations for the SOM.  

 Map NHE4 - Historical areas and sites of significance.  

Please note that due to the large spatial scale of the maps, details may be more appropriately viewed in the 

Sub-area section maps.  
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Map NHE1: Seabed and intertidal habitats in the SOM. See Section 5.6.2 for seabed habitat types 

descriptions from reference numbers. The spatial accuracy of the information is variable and these maps 

should not be used for navigation. 
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Map NHE2:  Habitats, species, areas of wildlife significance. The spatial accuracy of the information is 

variable and these maps should not be used for navigation.


